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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BENTIVOLIO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 10, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KERRY L.
BENTIVOLIO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2013, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

IMPROVING HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this
body has attempted to repeal the
health care law 41 times. The act’s re-
peal or delay is being used as leverage
in the current budget fight, but I just
want to take a few minutes to remind
people why we passed the health re-
form law in the first place.

Let’s remember the situation before
ObamaCare became law. Clearly the
status quo was not sustainable. The
number one cause of personal bank-

ruptcy in the United States was med-
ical costs, and 60 percent of those who
filed for bankruptcy had insurance.
Forty-seven million Americans were
without health care. Premiums were
rising three times faster than wages,
eating up more of our paychecks and
bottom lines.

The average family was already pay-
ing a hidden health care tax of over
$1,000 annually in premiums as a direct
result of subsidizing the cost of the un-
insured. Small businesses were paying
18 percent more than larger employers
for health insurance. People with pre-
existing conditions were denied cov-
erage or thrown off their coverage
when they got sick and needed it most.
Senior citizens fell into the doughnut
hole and had to pay hundreds of dollars
out of pocket for their prescriptions.

We cannot go back. We cannot repeal
this essential law. We must move for-
ward together and fix the very real
problems with health care reform; but
before we do that, we have to stop
spreading falsehoods and set the record
straight about what is in the law and
what is not.

Myth number one: Members of Con-
gress and their staffs are somehow ex-
empt from the law. Not only are Mem-
bers and their staff not exempt from
the law, but they are actually subject
to extra requirements. Insurance mar-
ketplaces that Members and staff must
now join were actually designed for
people who currently do not have in-
surance or get it on the individual mar-
ket. People who already have insurance
through their employers, like Members
and their staff, don’t need to get insur-
ance through the marketplace because
they already have coverage. Still, due
to a messaging amendment in the ACA,
Members and their staff were required
to get their insurance through the
marketplace and they will.

Myth number two: the Affordable
Care Act is a job killer. First of all, 97
percent of small employers are exempt

from the requirements to provide in-
surance. Second, most large employers
who are required to provide coverage
already do so. Aside from reporting re-
quirements, the ACA will only require
about 1 percent of businesses to do any-
thing differently. Some on the other
side of this aisle often cite a Congres-
sional Budget Office report which said
the ACA would lead to a reduction in
the amount of labor in the economy by
one-half of one percent. What the crit-
ics failed to add is that the same report
noted that the small reduction in labor
would come primarily from people
choosing to work less.

There are legitimate concerns from
small restaurants and hospitality enti-
ties that are worried about affording
affordable coverage for their part-time
employees. These concerns are real and
should be addressed; but exaggerating
claims that the ACA is a job Kkiller and
trying to repeal or defund it rather
than remedy it does nothing to help
those businesses with real concerns.

Myth number three: the Affordable
Care Act is driving up premiums. Some
historical context is important here.
Premiums grew 119 percent between
1999 and the year 2008. Over the last 2
years, premiums have only increased
an average of 4 percent. On the indi-
vidual level, because insurance compa-
nies can no longer charge older individ-
uals significantly more than younger
folks, this will shift some costs to
younger Americans. However, the in-
surance subsidies provided by the law
will significantly blunt those potential
cost increases. Those who are unin-
sured with preexisting conditions who
previously could not get coverage will
likely pay less. Finally, those with em-
ployer-provided coverage, the majority
of Americans, will see little change.

We need to do more to hold down the
cost of health care; but rather than
talking about real cost reduction re-
forms, opponents of the law are simply
trying to repeal it—41 times. This Na-
tion’s health care system faces real
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challenges, and we need real solutions.
If critics of the law spent as much en-
ergy on developing legitimate solu-
tions as they do on perpetuating false-
hoods about the ACA, we might make
some progress. Let’s stop the fear-
mongering, come together and have a
real conversation about improving our
health care system.
——

END HUNGER IN AMERICA NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, here
we are, 10 days into the Republican
government shutdown and just a few
days away from hitting the debt ceil-
ing, and the Republican leadership con-
tinues to spin its wheels. The American
people are rightly blaming congres-
sional Republicans for this shutdown,
and they will blame Republicans for a
default too.

Every day seems to bring a new Re-
publican strategy: repeal ObamaCare,
defund ObamaCare, delay ObamaCare,
stage a non-filibuster filibuster, ask for
the entire Romney economic platform
in order to raise the debt ceiling, yell
at park rangers, fund this part of the
government, fund that part of the gov-
ernment, pay furloughed employees,
pay essential employees, hold a con-
ference meeting, hold a press con-
ference.

Meanwhile, as the Republican Con-
ference tries to get its act together,
Americans across this country are feel-
ing the impact of the shutdown, and
that impact grows every day. Last
month USDA released the annual fig-
ures on food security in America.
These are the statistics of the number
of people who don’t know where their
next meal will come from, essentially
the number of hungry people in this
country; and once again we see the ef-
fects of the Great Recession showing
up in these food security numbers.

According to USDA, over 49 million
people are food insecure. That means
they are hungry. Seventeen million are
children. These figures are virtually
unchanged from previous years. It
means hunger is not getting better in
America. It is not getting worse, but
that is no consolation.

While these figures are bad enough,
House Republicans apparently thought
they should be worse and decided to
pass legislation cutting $39 billion from
SNAP, our Nation’s best, most efficient
and effective anti-hunger program.
Those cuts would cause hunger to get
worse; 170,000 unemployed veterans
would lose access to SNAP. Two mil-
lion kids would be kicked off the free
school meal program. Overall, around 4
million people would lose access to
SNAP because of these terrible cuts.

Now, that is pretty bad, especially
considering that hunger is still a prob-
lem in America; but it is still not bad
enough for the Republicans, so they
shut the government down. Now, I
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know this shutdown isn’t about hun-
ger; it is about irrational demands by a
few Republicans. But like the bill cut-
ting SNAP by $39 billion, the impact of
the shutdown is beginning to make
hunger worst in America.

Look at Nevada, where 362,000 food
stamp recipients will see their benefits
halt on November 1—not reduced, halt-
ed; 425,000 women, infants, and children
would see their food benefits provided
under WIC halted as well. That is right,
nearly 800,000 hungry low-income Ne-
vadans would lose access to food be-
cause of this Republican shutdown.

But it is not just Nevada. North
Carolina announced on Tuesday that it
had discontinued issuing food and nu-
trition benefits through WIC to women,
infants, and children specifically be-
cause Federal funding for the program
has dried up. Eighty percent of those
Carolinians eligible have already re-
ceived their October benefits, but that
means 20 percent of the 264,000 enrolled
low-income women, infants, and chil-
dren will not get the help they qualify
for to buy the food they need including
formula, fruits, and vegetables.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we are going to
continue hearing stories like this as
the Republican shutdown continues.
More and more low-income families
will see the food they rely on taken
away from them simply because Repub-
licans in Washington will not open the
government.

This is not the way to end hunger
now, Mr. Speaker. We will only end
hunger now if we finally come together
and decide that ending hunger is a pri-
ority, that it is something we believe
we can do, and that we commit our-
selves to accomplishing it.

Mr. Speaker, we can stop hunger
from getting worse by reopening the
government. We can stop hunger from
getting worse by preventing $39 billion
in SNAP cuts from being enacted. We
can stop hunger from getting worse by
preventing the automatic cut to SNAP
already scheduled to take effect on No-
vember 1 from taking place.

We need to end this Republican shut-
down today. Republicans should not let
poor Americans go hungry simply be-
cause they can’t agree on a political
strategy in Washington. That is not
right. That is not how we should treat
our fellow Americans. It is wrong, and
they know it. We should be working to
end hunger now, not to make hunger
worse. We can eliminate it. This is a
fight we can win if we just find the po-
litical will and courage to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I will conclude by say-
ing once again to my Republican col-
leagues, bring a clean continuing reso-
lution to this House floor so we can
have an up-or-down vote so that we can
reopen this government and so we can
prevent hunger from getting worse in
this country.

October 10, 2013

HUMAN CONSEQUENCES OF IRRE-
SPONSIBLE AND IRRATIONAL
SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BUsTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to continue speaking out about
the human consequences of this irre-
sponsible and irrational government
shutdown. We are now 10 days into this
ridiculousness, and what I have been
doing is spending time on the phone
each day with the people from my re-
gion who tell me their stories about
suffering due to the needless and in-
creasingly maddening shutdown.

I recently spoke with the family of
Jeremiah Johnson. They are from a
town called Prophetstown, Illinois. It
is a small town of about 2,000 people in
Whiteside County, right in the heart of
my congressional district.

Jeremiah is a disabled combat vet-
eran who served his country bravely in
Iraq. He now is also a Federal law en-
forcement employee who happens to be
working without any pay; and while he
is receiving no paycheck, he is also
worried about the disability benefits
being delayed because of the shutdown.
So absolutely a double whammy for
this father and husband.

In fact, he and his wife, Pam, just
celebrated their 18th wedding anniver-
sary on Monday; and rather than go
out and celebrate like many couples do
to mark their joyous occasion, they ate
at home because they don’t know when
to expect their next paycheck. So Pam
made a pie for her husband and Jere-
miah gave his wife an anniversary
card, very simple and very sweet. On
top of that, their 12-year-old daughter,
Carissa, actually offered her parents
her entire savings in case they need it.
When Pam told me this story, she got
a little emotional about it and spoke
over and over about just what a good
daughter they have.

So in spite of their seventh grader’s
loving offer and Pam and Jeremiah re-
moving any extravagance from their
wedding anniversary plans, of course
they remain worried about the lack of
a paycheck and really their own ability
to be able to pay their car payment and
their house payment. This is abso-
lutely an unacceptable way that we
would ever as a Nation treat our dis-
abled veterans like Jeremiah.

We have the votes right now to open
up our government and put Jeremiah
and his family at ease; but there is one
way to do this, and it is only if Demo-
crats and Republicans come together.
That is our path. It is that simple. It is
commonsense, it is reasonable, and it
is absolutely the right thing to do.

——————

TRIBUTE IN CELEBRATION OF THE
LIFE OF MARVIN DANIEL PRICE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 minutes.
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.

Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Mr.
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Marvin Daniel Price, who passed away
July 21 at the age of 81. Mr. PRICE came
to my attention because he is the
youngest known person ever to play
professional baseball in the TUnited
States of America. At the age of 14,
Marvin played with the Chicago Amer-
ican Giants in 1946.

One might wonder how this hap-
pened. Well, his sister, Ms. Gloria Price
Simpson, tells the story that one day
Marvin couldn’t come out to play be-
cause he was sick. The other Kkids
looked up to him, so they spotted him
in the window and asked him if he
would call the balls, and so he called
out, safe, foul ball, fair ball.

He always imagined that baseball
would play a major role in his life, and
in fact it did. At the age of 14, profes-
sional baseball soon became a reality
for Marvin when he was spotted play-
ing baseball in Washington Park by the
legendary Chicago Giants outfielder
Jimmy Crutchfield. A tryout was soon
arranged with then-owner J.B. Martin
at Comiskey Park where manager
Quincy Troupe originally thought he
was the new bat boy.

It didn’t take long for him to show
that he wasn’t there just to distribute
the equipment. Marvin put on such a
show that the Chicago American Gi-
ants decided to take him on a barn-
storming trip to the South where he
could play without jeopardizing his
amateur status back in Chicago. Play-
ing against hardened black baseball
veterans in the South, Marvin dis-
played an awesome hitting perform-
ance.

After a week he returned home to
Englewood High School, where he grad-
uated and went on to play profes-
sionally with the Cleveland Buckeyes,
New Orleans Eagles, and Chicago
American Giants where he batted .390.
Just as it looked as though Marvin was
headed for baseball stardom, he en-
listed in the military and spent 4 years
in the United States Coast Guard.

After his stint in the military, he
continued to play semi-professionally;
and over the next 30 years, he worked
as a supervisor with the Chicago post
office while working part-time with
the Chicago Park District teaching
young people not only about the game
of baseball, but the game of life.

On Friday, October 11, at U.S. Cel-
lular Field, formerly known as
Comiskey Park, there will be a memo-
rial ceremony in Price’s honor. Family
members, friends and supporters, mem-
bers of the White Sox and others are
invited to come and celebrate his rich
life and history. He was indeed a legend
before his time, and so we salute you,
Mr. Marvin Daniel Price, the youngest
known professional baseball player in
the United States of America.

———
VERY REAL AND DANGEROUS
CONSEQUENCES OF A GOVERN-
MENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, some of
my colleagues would have us believe
that our current Federal shutdown has
no real consequences. I have heard
some even suggest that this period of
suspended government should be
thought of merely as a slowdown or a
slimdown. There is talk that the shut-
down is causing no real pain. The most
extreme anti-government politicians
even express the hope that such a cut-
back in government programs and serv-
ices should be made permanent, and
too many others are content to hang
back and let those with extreme views
have their way for the time being.

But I stand here today to remind my
colleagues and the public that cuts in
government funding and government
programs have consequences, some-
times deadly. It is a lesson we learned
in 2006 when annual coal mining deaths
soared to 45, a 10-year high, reversing
an 80-year trend of steadily falling fa-
talities, a trend attributed in part to
years of underfunding the Mine Safety
and Health Administration.

It is a lesson we should heed now.
This year, as of September 4, 14 coal
miners had died on the job in our coun-
try; and this past weekend alone, three
coal miners lost their lives at work
over 3 consecutive days, including one
miner in West Virginia. Think about
that. In the first 9 months of the year,
14 coal miners perished on the job. In
the first 9 days of the government
shutdown, three coal miners have per-
ished.

Mr. Speaker, even one death is one
too many. Now, no one has linked
these recent deaths directly to the gov-
ernment shutdown, but the inability of
this Congress to pass a simple bill to
fund all the operations of our govern-
ment has resulted in cutbacks of rou-
tine inspections that are essential to
the complex system of safety oversight
of this complex industry.

Miners and operators Kknow that
MSHA’s multi-layered inspection and
enforcement system has been ham-
pered. Assistant Secretary Joe Main
has said:

Three miners killed on 3 consecutive days
is extremely troubling. The fact that this oc-
curred over a weekend when there may have
been a greater expectation that an MSHA in-
spector would not be present is a red flag.

I hope that everyone in the coal in-
dustry, from the CEOs to the office
staff, to security guards, to the coal
miners themselves, will redouble their
vigilance and take every possible step
to ensure health and safety; and I urge
my colleagues in this body to abandon
this ridiculous political showdown that
is undercutting the safety in our
mines, our industrial facilities, our
food chain, and so much more.

This is not a slowdown. It is not a
slimdown. This is a politically driven
shutdown, and it has real and dan-
gerous consequences for the people who
put their faith in us to provide them
with basic services to ensure their
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well-being, to protect their lives, and
to simply do the job that we have been
elected to do: to lead.

——————

PAIN OF GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
IS TOO GREAT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, as this shutdown drags on—
and I concur with the comments of my
colleague from West Virginia—it is se-
rious and having serious consequences.
The American people are left to wonder
why.

Back here in Washington, D.C., you
have all kinds of talking points and
spin, and it circles around and can eas-
ily get very confusing as everyone
seems to focus on the wrong things as
to what caused this. And, really, it is
very simple; and I think understanding
it and getting Democrats and Repub-
licans to stop talking past each other
is the first step to getting out of this.

We have to understand that basically
when you pass a budget to fund the
government, the first thing you argue
about is how much money is spent on
it; and we had that argument and, be-
lieve me, there are deep disagreements
between the Republican House, the
Democratic Senate, and the White
House on that.

But an agreement was reached be-
tween Speaker JOHN BOEHNER and
HARRY REID on the level of funding;
and that level of funding, frankly, is
vastly lower than Democrats want, and
we were going to go forward with that
until the Speaker changed his mind
and decided that he wanted something
else. So if you are wondering why
HARRY REID, the Senator, the Majority
Leader in the Senate, is upset about
this situation, it is in part because he
had a deal and the Republicans went
back on that deal.

But it gets worse than that. So in-
stead of simply agreeing to the amount
of money that would fund the govern-
ment, Republicans are now saying, no,
they want policy changes within the
budget in order to fund the govern-
ment, in order to just simply keep it
open and in order to raise the debt ceil-
ing so that we can pay our bills.

Now, policy changes do occasionally
happen within appropriations bills, but
only when they are agreed upon be-
tween the House, the Senate, and the
White House. And the problem that the
Republicans have and what they have
had for 3 years is they simply do not
have the votes to pass the policy
changes that they want because they
didn’t win the election last time. Presi-
dent Obama won the election, Demo-
crats control the Senate, and, iron-
ically, Democrats actually won 52 per-
cent of the vote for Congress, but be-
cause of gerrymandering, Republicans
wound up with more seats.

But however we got here, they do not
have the votes to advance the agenda
that they want to advance, and they
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are willing to shut down the govern-
ment and stop funding it and not raise
our debt ceiling; and, by the way, every
day we get closer to that debt ceiling
and not raising it is a day that is bad
for this economy, all because they
can’t pass their policy agenda through
the present Congress. Which raises the
interesting question, What is that pol-
icy agenda? And that perhaps is the
most frustrating thing about this.

We heard originally that they didn’t
pass the continuing resolution to fund
the government because they wanted
to end ObamaCare. Now editorials have
been written by leaders; by the major-
ity leader, Mr. CANTOR. I have heard
PAUL RYAN say, no, no, no, it is not
about ObamaCare; we understand we
are not going to get that. Okay. So
what policy change is it that you want?
And this is where you get into the def-
icit. But, again, the Republicans
haven’t specified what they want on
this.

Now, we know if you go back through
3 years of history, what they say they
want, they want tax reform, though it
hasn’t been specified, and they want
cuts in entitlements to get us closer to
a balanced budget. They are com-
pletely unwilling to consider any rev-
enue increases.

Now, the problem with this is the
President doesn’t agree. The Senate
doesn’t agree. The deficit is a problem,
no question, but Democrats believe
that part of that solution has to be rev-
enue; and to this point we get $600 bil-
lion in revenue as a result of the deal
that was reached last January in ex-
change for over $2 trillion in cuts, $2
trillion between the cuts that were
made in the Budget Control Act of 2011
and the cuts that have now been forced
on us by sequestration, $2 trillion in
cuts and $600 billion in tax increases.

But be that as it may, the Repub-
licans don’t have the votes. They don’t
have the support of the President, and
they don’t have the support of the Sen-
ate to get those cuts, and yet they in-
sist on shutting down the government.

Now, the big problem is what is it
that they would want in tax reform and
entitlement reform? And this is the
thing that I think the American public
is unaware of. The Republicans keep
saying that they want entitlement re-
form, which means cuts in entitle-
ments. They keep saying that they
want tax reform. They have been in
charge of this House for 3 years. They
have not brought to the floor or passed
out of committee any tax reform or
any entitlement reform.

They put it in their budget, which is
just sort of a big-picture list of future
objectives of what they want to do.
Why haven’t they passed legislation? If
they are willing to shut down the gov-
ernment and cause all of the pain that
we have heard because they fervently
believe that we need entitlement cuts
and tax reform, the least they can do is
bring it to the floor and tell us what it
is.
Oddly, the President and Democrats
have put more on the table in terms of
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reforming our entitlements. As part of
the Affordable Care Act, we made re-
ductions in Medicare, which the Repub-
licans beat us up for and which has
been responsible for Medicare actually
going down in inflation.

The only solution for this, tell us
what you want and understand how
this situation works. The pain is too
great.

———

VOTE FOR A CLEAN CR AND DEBT
CEILING BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge you to turn away from
this destructive path of threatening
the full faith and credit of the United
States Government as a means to ex-
tort political concessions and to sub-
vert the democratic principle of major-
ity rule. I urge you, Mr. Speaker, to be-
come the Speaker of the House and not
spokesperson for a fringe cult within
the GOP caucus.

The Affordable Care Act is settled
law. In fact, the negotiation for any
change to the Affordable Care Act is
possible and perhaps even desirable
under so-called regular order, and that
goes for the other ransom demands
that the GOP has made.

Now, of course, the reason for this
crisis, this shutdown of the govern-
ment and the debt crisis, has now shift-
ed from repealing or delaying
ObamaCare to vague demands for nego-
tiations. We have seen a laundry list,
Mr. Speaker, of other so-called de-
mands: approval of the Keystone pipe-
line; concessions on payments to Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid; tort
reform; repeal of job-killing regula-
tions, that is, protections for clean air
and clean water.

The latest demand is Republicans
passed a bill to create a
superdupercommittee that includes in-
structions that the committee can only
resolve our budget crisis by considering
spending cuts and entitlement cuts,
but no new revenue. In other words,
Mr. Speaker, you don’t really want to
negotiate. It is just obvious from your
words and deeds, Mr. Speaker, since
you, Mr. Speaker, have blocked nego-
tiations 18 times over the past year.

Mr. Speaker, you are putting the
country through this ‘‘shut-er-down”’
theater that you called for in the last
Republican campaign, in the last cycle.
“A nuclear weapon’ is how Warren
Buffett characterized failure to raise
the debt ceiling.

Let me say that again. The world’s
most respected financial markets ex-
pert compared this now familiar Re-
publican tactic as a weapon of mass de-
struction, a weapon that is ‘“too hor-
rible to use.”

Let me quote Yalman Onaran in
Bloomberg:

Failure by the world’s largest borrower to
pay its debt, unprecedented in modern his-
tory, will devastate stock markets from
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Brazil to Zurich, halt a $5 trillion lending
mechanism for investors who rely on Treas-
uries, blow up borrowing costs for billions of
people and companies, ravage the dollar and
throw U.S. and world economies into a reces-
sion that would likely become a depression.
Money managers, economists, bankers and
former government officials interviewed for
this story, few view default as anything but
a financial apocalypse.

Yet, Mr. Speaker, you continue to
take default off the table. Meanwhile,
even the discussion of default is driving
up borrowing costs for the U.S. as in-
vestors demand higher yields to buy
short-term U.S. Treasury bonds. Short-
term borrowing costs have doubled and
now are at the highest levels since late
2008. Heaven help us if you, Mr. Speak-
er, actually drive the U.S. into default.

Think about this: the $12 trillion of
outstanding government debt is 23
times—23 times—the $517 billion Leh-
man owed when its bankruptcy sparked
the 2008 financial crisis. The full faith
and credit of the U.S. debt is the col-
lateral for banks, financial contracts,
and repurchase markets throughout
the world, the collateral that stands
behind global finance and investment.
It is why we are the world’s reserve
currency. Any default by the U.S. will
have very real and extremely serious
consequences and trigger a self-in-
flicted global financial crisis.

In my mind, Mr. Speaker, the full
faith and credit of the United States is
not open for negotiation. I urge my col-
leagues to cease using the debt ceiling
and economic calamity as a political
tool and vote for a clean CR and debt
limit bill.

NEED TO REOPEN GOVERNMENT
NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
gentlelady just expressed the dynamics
of a pending default, and I could not
agree more with the horrors of her de-
scription. It baffles me, literally baffles
me, that in actuality we are sitting
idly by, the Republican Ileadership,
watching Rome burn.

Let me read for you a note that I got
from my district, Mr. Speaker. ‘I have
no idea if any of you still are in office,
but until further,” this is asking
whether my staff is still in office, ‘‘but
until further notice we have been fur-
loughed effective at 9 a.m. today. I will
send you an email when back in the of-
fice, which I hope is soon, especially
since the Senate has not yet passed a
bill to pay us even if furloughed. So we
just all hope this is a short time off.”

Who is this? The Houston VA re-
gional office. Isn’t it interesting my
friends rise to the floor of the House
with such indignation about the VA,
the VA centers, and, yes, tragically the
devastation of families not receiving
their memorial benefits; yet here we
are today, another day of the govern-
ment shutdown, and an email into our
district offices indicating that the VA
office is closed.
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Another emergency call came into
my office as a fire ravaged a home of 40
or so veterans. In ordinary cir-
cumstances, they would have the VA
office to help resettle them; but we are
rolling up our sleeves in Houston and
my message is to those veterans that
we are going to work to find you a
place to stay. But, Mr. Speaker, the
problem is that the VA services are
shut down while the home of those vet-
erans burned. Who are we in this coun-
try if we cannot think of those who are
lesser than we or who need to be helped
with a helping hand?

Mr. Speaker, let me also say to you
that while we are in the midst of this
shutdown, this Republican obsession
with the Affordable Care Act, poor peo-
ple are suffering. There are millions of
dollars impacted with the supple-
mental nutrition program, the school
lunch program. Poor people need us to
open the doors of this Congress to raise
the minimum wage. Today is the day
that I will celebrate and encourage
America that the people of this coun-
try need to have a minimum wage of
$10.10—$10.10.

But we can’t get any action in this
place for the poor people of America.
The families, the young families, the
young mothers and fathers, the mil-
lions of children impacted by Head
Start, some 57,000 seats lost and grow-
ing across the Nation, poor people who
need access to early education, poor
people, both rural and urban, who need
to have a minimum wage—Mr. Speak-
er, we can’t do that because the gov-
ernment is shut down.

Why is it shut down? Has there been
a hurricane or has there been an earth-
quake? Is there a volcanic eruption? Is
there some other natural disaster? Are
we under siege by a foreign territory?
No. There is an extreme faction in the
Republican Party that dominates the
dialogue and the action.

What the American people want us to
do is to vote now to open the govern-
ment. They want what the Democrats
want: to pay the bills. They want us to
talk. We have been willing to talk.
They want us to cooperate. We have
been cooperating. We have agreed to
the Republican number. We agreed to
their tax issue, and yet they want to be
obsessed with the Affordable Care Act.
They want to take away health bene-
fits from Americans.

And then the votes that they put on
the floor of the House, Mr. Speaker,
these are political votes. We will vote
again today, political votes, while peo-
ple are suffering with cancer. And the
Friends of Cancer Research will tell
them a thing or two. Their letter says:

The Friends of Cancer Research, a cancer
research think-tank and advocacy organiza-
tion that brings together people and stake-
holders who have overcome the barriers
standing between patient and treatment,
urges Congress to take a comprehensive ap-
proach to fiscal policy.

They don’t need a piecemeal bill on
the floor of the House.

We need to stop the extreme atti-
tude. We need to recognize that the
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poor people of America, the people of
America, need this shutdown to stop;
and the extreme element of the Repub-
lican Party needs to stand down while
Republicans, 20 of them, and Demo-
crats, 200-plus, vote to open the govern-
ment now.

———

THE CONTINUED SHUTDOWN OF
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT BY
HOUSE REPUBLICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, day 10
of a Republican shutdown of the Fed-
eral Government. Where are we? Well,
the consequences are cascading. They
build up: $373 million a day in new
Small Business Administration loans
frozen, preventing small businesses
from getting started, preventing small
businesses from expanding and hiring
new workers; 10,000 applications a day
for Social Security benefits and Medi-
care frozen. Veterans benefits, we have
reduced the backlog by 30 percent. The
people who are reducing that backlog,
furloughed.

I had a constituent in my district
who lost a loved one at Walter Reed
Army Hospital. When the funeral home
came to collect their loved one for
preparation for his final burial, there
were no doctors for the death certifi-
cate because they had been furloughed.

This affects every American. Some-
times we are not aware of how inter-
woven Federal services are in our lives.
We count on and take for granted that
the Federal Government is protecting
us from diseases. There is research
being done on a crash basis to make
sure that antibiotic-resistant infec-
tions don’t Kkill us and our children. It
is a real threat. Those researchers, fur-
loughed. Protecting illnesses and
invasive species, including deadly spe-
cies, from coming into the United
States, at risk because the men and
women who are charged with that mis-
sion are furloughed.

We are now a subject of conversation
all around the world. What happened to
America? How can we be a beacon for
others? How can we be a model for how
to run a country? How can we lecture
an emerging country about democra-
tization and how it works for its people
when we allow this kind of
brinksmanship, this kind of spectacle,
and the danger to our own country and
its people?

It is reckless. It causes real harm.
The solution is at hand, and that is a
clean funding bill for the government
and a clean debt ceiling to make sure
we are good for our debts. We have
been good for our debts since the
founding of the Republic, since Alex-
ander Hamilton established the credit-
worthiness of the United States in
George Washington’s first Cabinet.

Never has there been a risk that we
wouldn’t be good for our bills, and yet
we have one faction in the Republican
caucus seemingly dominating that con-
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versation on that side of the aisle,
more than willing to embrace the
threat of default. Almost every major
business group has pleaded with this
Congress not to do that, not to even
play with that. The last time they did,
in 2011, our debt was downgraded for
the first time in American history; $2.4
trillion worth of household wealth was
lost, including $800 billion on the eq-
uity markets that fell 625 points the
next day. It hurt America. It is hurting
America now.

We can bring up a clean funding bill
before the floor of this House tomor-
row—today. We have got the votes to
pass it. It is a matter of Republican
leadership. Will they allow the demo-
cratic process to work in this body? On
behalf of the country, can we not put
aside partisanship just once for the
sake of our country and do the right
thing and reassure the world we are
standing together to do that right
thing, protecting the creditworthiness
of this country, protecting the Amer-
ican people by providing government
and turning our backs on anarchy?
That is really what some are preach-
ing: you don’t need government; gov-
ernment is always bad; government
never works; government doesn’t pro-
tect you.

That philosophy is dangerous and
that philosophy, unfortunately, is at
work here in the House of Representa-
tives.

It is time to turn our backs on that
philosophy and embrace the needs of
this country and the wonderful people
we serve.

———

THE HIGH COST OF THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
week I received an email from Scott, a
constituent of the 5th District who
lives in Boone, North Carolina. Here is
what he had to say:

With all of the talk to this point about the
effects of the Affordable Care Act, it has just
turned into brutal reality for me and my
family. I received a letter from Blue Cross
Blue Shield this week regarding my cov-
erage. All of the promises of if you like your
current health coverage, you will be able to
keep it is absolutely untrue. Blue Cross has
dropped my current plan that I was rel-
atively happy with and was expecting to con-
tinue using. Blue Cross will be moving me
into a new plan where the cost is devastating
for my family. My monthly premium is in-
creasing 55 percent, $3,816 more per year, and
my out-of-pocket expenses will cost my fam-
ily an additional $3,650 per year. So, all in
all, I will be paying an additional $7,466 next
year for health insurance and copayments on
top of my already high premiums. I do not
qualify for any of the subsidies either, so
this one is all on the back of this middle
class family of four. I have a 4-year-old
daughter and a 2-year-old daughter. I have
no choice but to keep them covered any way
I can as any father would. But the new out-
lays of $7,466 will be a huge burden. We will
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all have to make some big changes in our
family to be able to afford this. I knew the
Affordable Care Act would be tough on some-
one like myself, but I had no idea how hard
it would hit me and my family.

Mr. Speaker, Scott is not alone.
Families across this country are baf-
fled by ObamaCare sticker shock. Ac-
cepting the devastating truth that
costs will be much higher for them
next year, some families are trying to
find a way to make it work, but they
can’t even get to the Web site.

But what do they hear from Wash-
ington? ObamaCare apologists say, Be
patient with us. We will get these
glitches sorted out. It will take a few
years, and you will all be used to it.

Mr. Speaker, if only those voices in
Washington would be willing to give
the American people the same time and
patience they are demanding. A bipar-
tisan House majority has asked for
families to have 1 penalty-free year to
figure out what ObamaCare will mean
for their families and for their budgets,
1 penalty-free year, not unlike the pen-
alty-free year the President gave to
Big Business all on his own.

Fairness: that is what we have asked
for. Fairness: that is what Senate
Democrats are refusing to discuss.
Fairness: that is what the President
describes as ransom.

———
ENDING THE SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the President of the United States had
the House Democratic Caucus in the
East Room for a discussion. Today he
will have the Republican caucus, and
he will also have the Democratic Sen-
ators.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all the Repub-
licans go engage the President, because
the President gave such a clear and
convincing argument about why what
is going on is wrong and has to stop. If
the President is told by the minority
party in one of the Houses to get a
funding bill passed to fund the govern-
ment that he has to repeal some act,
where does that stop? If we get a con-
tinuing resolution, and this one was
until December 15, and they ask the
President to abolish the landmark leg-
islation that he signed and that this
Congress passed a few sessions ago, the
next thing could be, well, we are not
going to continue the government
again unless you repeal the EPA, or we
are not going to do it unless you repeal
the Fair Labor Standards Act, or
maybe 6 months down the line we are
not going to repeal it unless you and
Vice President BIDEN both resign.

You can’t give in to these types of
tactics to have bills repealed because
of a minority within a minority of one
branch of government and not go
through the regular order of the House
passing, the Senate passing, the Presi-
dent signing or vetoing, and then let
the Court decide if it is constitutional,
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which has happened with the Afford-
able Care Act.

The President made it clear that he
wants to work with both sides; but he
is not going to give in to these types of
tactics because it wouldn’t be fair, not
only for him but for the next President
and the next President and for the
United States of America. Presidents
and the country should not be held ran-
som by the demands of one group, and
the President is standing for the Presi-
dency and for the country and for the
Constitution.

The Affordable Care Act is not going
to be repealed, and the other party
knows that. Now they have proposed
working on entitlements and long-term
deficit reduction. The President will
talk to them, engage in dialogue; and
hopefully after the Republicans attend
and listen to the President today, they
will see that this has been a mistake
for the American people and a mistake
for their political party and they will
end this shutdown, reopen government,
pass a continuing resolution, and pass
a debt ceiling, even if for only 4 or 6
weeks, which the pundits think may
happen. It will get us out of this crisis.

And hopefully the minority group
within the Republican caucus will let
the Republican Party continue to be
what it had been in the past, a party of
business, and not a party that was
anti-business and threatening a debt
ceiling issue and a default on our debt
which would be catastrophic to the na-
tional markets and world markets.
Hopefully, within those 6 weeks of dia-
logue with the President and the lead-
ers of Congress, they can come to some
agreements, and we won’t have this
type of brinksmanship again.

The President is a convincing indi-
vidual. He is very knowledgeable, he
has great people working for him, and
he is looking out for the future of this
country. This shutdown was totally
avoidable. The continuing resolution,
which was only going to be to Novem-
ber 15 on the Senate side and December
15 on the House side, accepted the
House of Representative’s budget fig-
ures, which was the PAUL RYAN budget.

The PAUL RYAN budget is anathema
to Democrats. We don’t like it. It has
got cuts to so many services that are
important to people in this country:
cuts to Head Start; cuts to SNAP pay-
ments, formerly known as food stamps;
cuts to veterans; cuts to programs that
help people get through the day; en-
ergy programs when it gets cold to help
you pay your utility bills. These cuts
are anathema to us, but we accepted
them to keep the government going.
The Democrats in the Senate accepted
them, the Democrats in the House, the
President.

But the House Republicans who put
that figure out and got accepted, that
wasn’t enough. They had said, all right,
now you have got to repeal, abolish,
and/or change to the point of trying to
get to abolishment of the most impor-
tant bill that has been passed in this
House of Representatives since 1965
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when the Civil Rights Act and Med-
icaid and Medicare were passed.

It is not going to happen. We are the
last industrialized country on the face
of the Earth to have national health
insurance. It is the right thing to do;
and it is folly for Governors and the
States that haven’t allowed the Med-
icaid expansion to go forward to do
that and I hope they would.

I hope the Republicans come to their
senses and we end this shutdown.

———

TIME TO GET AMERICA BACK TO
WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
it is day No. 10. Mr. Speaker, today is
day No. 10 of a government shutdown, a
totally unnecessary government shut-
down. This is a manufactured crisis,
Mr. Speaker. It is time that we open
the government back up.

Mr. Speaker, if our leadership is not
able to get together, if the House, the
Senate, and the President are not able
to sit at the table, then maybe it is
time to turn to rank-and-file Members.

This morning over 50 of us came to-
gether, Democrats and Republicans,
from all over America, from Kansas,
from New York, from Florida, from
California. We came together not to
fight, but we came together to fix prob-
lems. We came together as no-labels
problem-solvers.

Mr. Speaker, we are ready to get
America back to work. We are ready to
start moving this country forward. We
need to start solving problems, Mr.
Speaker, and I would suggest that
there is an easy three-step solution to
get the country back on track.

Mr. Speaker, number one, let’s open
up the government.

Mr. Speaker, number two, let’s pay
our bills. We have always done that. So
let’s raise the debt ceiling.

Number three, let’s come together as
Democrats and Republicans and let’s
negotiate. Let’s actually put a real
budget together, a budget that starts
to address our debt and the deficit; a
budget that starts to make sure what
we hand off to our children and grand-
children is the same as the country we
inherited from our parents and grand-
parents—a country that thrives, a
country that leads the world.

We have to get serious about the
challenges that we face and we have to
stop these manufactured crises. We
have to stop the bickering. This is di-
vided government. It means Democrats
and Republicans coming together.

Mr. Speaker, I urge you to join with
the no-labels problem-solvers and do
what our motto is, let’s fix problems,
not fight. We are ready to go and get
America back to work.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and b5
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

PRAYER

Reverend Guillermo Maldonado, King
Jesus International Ministry, Miami,
Florida, offered the following prayer:

Our Father in Heaven, we come to-
gether in this House of the Congress to
exalt Your Holy Name, thanking You
for the rights and freedom You have
given us. We ask You for Your wisdom
to come upon each Member of Congress
as they come together in the business
of establishing righteous laws.

We pray, Lord, that Your Kingdom
come, that Your will be done in this
place as it is in Heaven. Only by Your
Holy Spirit can there be real unity,
real reconciliation, and real solutions
to the pressing issues that come
through this House.

Lord, Your Kingdom is righteous-
ness, peace, and joy. May Your right-
eousness prevail. May Your peace cover
each Member of Congress. Give them
wisdom. May Your joy be heard
throughout the land. May You bless
the United States of America.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND
GUILLERMO MALDONADO

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
today we have just heard the words of
Pastor Guillermo Maldonado. We are
honored to have him as our guest chap-
lain in the House.

Pastor Maldonado is the founder and
senior pastor of King Jesus Inter-
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national Ministry in Miami. His min-
istry, Mr. Speaker, is one of the fast-
est-growing multicultural churches in
the United States and is recognized as
the largest Hispanic church in the en-
tire Nation.

Pastor Maldonado, by the way, along
with his family, has demonstrated un-
surpassed leadership and dedication
not only to his local ministry but to
communities and ministries across the
Nation. He and his lovely wife, Ana,
are dear friends of mine and my family
who I trust and I greatly admire. So
again, we are truly blessed to benefit
from his spiritual wisdom and his guid-
ance.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDING). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

BIPARTISANSHIP STARTS WITH A
TALK

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, in 2006,
then-Senator Barack Obama decried a
proposed debt ceiling increase as a
‘“‘sign of leadership failure’” and then
voted against raising the debt limit.
Two years later, Candidate Obama re-
ferred to the $4 trillion debt accrued by
his predecessor as ‘‘irresponsible’’ and
“unpatriotic.” $6.1 trillion and 4%
yvears later, he is demanding that Con-
gress raise the debt ceiling without so
much as a conversation as to what we
can do to get control of spending and
leave less debt to our Kkids and
grandkids.

This seems less than responsible to
me. To have any hope of solving the
challenges before us, leaders have to be
willing to work together. So let’s de-
fend our credit rating by getting con-
trol over our bills and strengthening
our fiscal foundation.

Whether the challenge is ending the
shutdown or confronting our debt, di-
vided government demands bipartisan
solutions, and finding bipartisan agree-
ment starts by sitting down to talk.

————

A LOST PRIVILEGE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my con-
stituents back home in Flint, Saginaw,
and Bay City, Michigan, sent me here
because they felt that I could represent
them in a democratic body and protect
their interests. Unfortunately, because
of the willfulness and intransigence of
some on the other side, we can’t have a
simple ‘‘yes’ or ‘“no’’ vote in this body
to reopen government. Despite the fact
that all Democrats and around 30 or so
Republicans would be willing to take
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up the Senate-passed bill to reopen
government, we have not been given
the opportunity to do that.

What very few know—and I assume
some on the other side may not even
realize—is that the rule that was
adopted here on October 1 takes away a
longstanding privilege of Members of
the House to call up a Senate bill in
the event of a dispute between House
and Senate versions of the same legis-
lation. You have taken away that basic
right that my voters and the Rep-
resentatives of this body all should
continue to possess in order to achieve
or pursue your ideological goal of using
a government shutdown to get what
you can’t get at the ballot box. This is
wrong. It needs to end. We need to
bring up the Senate-passed bill to re-
open government today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
FoxX). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

————
HEALTHCARE.GOV

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Madam Speaker, on-
line enrollment for ObamaCare has
been open for just 10 days, and
healthcare.gov has already proved to
be an unmitigated disaster.

Madam Speaker, the launch of
ObamaCare’s Web site was originally
slated to cost the American taxpayers
$93 million. It is now reported to have
cost over $634 million and, with so
many problems and failures, will un-
doubtedly cost even more. Already it
has been taken offline to try to fix the
glitches.

What is worse is that the administra-
tion hasn’t been able to give a clear
picture of what this $634 million has
gotten us. The number of people who
have actually been able to enroll is
completely unclear.

Madam Speaker, the Web site has
been a failure thus far and a complete
waste of taxpayer dollars. President
Obama insisted on a mandate but
didn’t figure out the details of how it
would actually work.

MEMORIAL FOR 1ST LIEUTENANT
JENNIFER MORENO

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VARGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in memory of 1st Lieutenant
Jennifer Moreno, who died on October
6, 2013, in Kandahar Province, Afghani-
stan. Lieutenant Moreno died of inju-
ries sustained when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated near her dis-
mounted patrol. Lieutenant Moreno
was a member of the Cultural Support
Team supporting a Joint Special Oper-
ations Task Force for the U.S. Army’s
Special Operations Command.

Born and raised in San Diego, Lieu-
tenant Moreno graduated from San
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Diego High School and went on to re-
ceive a bachelor’s degree in nursing
from the University of San Francisco.
She was commissioned in the United
States Army as a nurse corps officer,
where she served as a clinical staff
nurse on a medical surgical unit.

The commander of the Ranger bat-
talion, Lieutenant Colonel Patrick
Ellis, said, ‘‘She was a talented mem-
ber of our team who lost her life while
serving her country in one of the most
dangerous environments in the world.
Her bravery and self-sacrifice were in
keeping with the highest traditions of
the T756th Ranger Regiment.” Her
awards and decorations are numerous,
including being awarded the Bronze
Star posthumously.

Madam Speaker, I know we all ex-
tend our deepest condolences to her
family and friends who have suffered
this tragic loss. Her loved ones will
continue to be in our thoughts and
prayers.

———

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, JACK
MATES

(Mr. HECK of Nevada asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the floor today to recognize
and wish a happy birthday to World
War II veteran and Las Vegas Distin-
guished Flying Cross Chapter chairman
Jack Mates, who will celebrate his 90th
birthday on October 14.

Mr. Mates served in the United
States Army Air Force during World
War II and was a B-17 squadron leader
based out of Italy. He was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross for extraor-
dinary achievement while partici-
pating in aerial flight against the
enemy in the Mediterranean theater of
operations. According to his award ci-
tation, Lieutenant Mates consistently
displayed outstanding courage, aggres-
siveness, and intensive devotion to
duty throughout all engagements.

With his aircraft frequently severely
damaged by heavy enemy fire, Lieuten-
ant Mates courageously remained at
his station, battling his way through to
his targets to aid materially in the
utter destruction of vitally important
enemy installations and supplies.

After his honorable discharge, Jack
Mates worked closely with his father,
learning the marketing business, and
in 1959 was part of the group respon-
sible for the introduction of Velcro to
consumers across the United States. He
later became president and chief execu-
tive officer of Velcro USA in 1980, up-
holding his central role while helping
expand the brand until his retirement
in 1986.

Mr. Mates helped found the Distin-
guished Flying Cross Society in 1996 in
order to preserve the history and tradi-
tion of military aerial heroism. Since
that time, he has remained an active
participant in DFC society activities
and served as Las Vegas chapter chair-
man.
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According to friends and family,
Jack truly lived the American Dream
and embodies the reason we refer to his
generation as our greatest. It is with
great pleasure that I join Lieutenant
Jack Mates’ family and friends in wish-
ing him a very happy 90th birthday.

———
IT IS TIME TO VOTE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
hold in my hand a letter from the vet-
erans cemetery in Houston, Texas, that
is notifying us to indicate that, as of
October 15, this cemetery will have re-
duced staff and will have to reduce the
number of burials for our heroes who
all of us commit to honoring.

Mr. Speaker, our Federal employees
are locked out of serving the govern-
ment, of serving America. I just came
from visiting with the representatives
of thousands of Federal employees who
were out in the rain, begging to come
back to work. So the extreme faction
of Republicans that don’t want to open
the government and raise the debt ceil-
ing need to listen to the plea of those
people.

I am going to introduce today a reso-
lution that says that we will no longer
tie a legislative issue to the idea of
continuing to serve the American peo-
ple, keeping the government open, and
raising the debt ceiling. We have been
ready to talk. We have been ready to
cooperate. We have given in to their
number. We have done everything, as
Democrats, to be part of the American
leadership. Now, it is time to vote.
Unlock the door for the workers who
want to work for America.

———
THAT WOULD BE LEADERSHIP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I am appreciative of the
57 Democrats in the House who have
consistently voted with Republicans to
pass targeted appropriation bills to
fund the Federal Government. I am dis-
appointed that so many House Demo-
crats have cast votes to support a con-
tinued shutdown.

Last night, the gentlewoman from
Washington, D.C., Delegate HELEANOR
HOLMES NORTON, a Democrat, con-
fronted President Obama over the Dis-
trict’s budget in a White House meet-
ing with the House Democratic con-
ference. Ms. HOLMES NORTON argued for
Senate Democrats and President
Obama to pass and sign the bill she
supported with Republicans to permit
the District of Columbia to utilize tax
revenue it collects to fund municipal
services during this shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia is correct. It
is long past time for the Senate leader
to take up H.J. Res. 71 and all of the
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other bipartisan targeted appropriation
bills that have been passed out of the
House. By rolling the 11 House-passed
bills into one, more than half of the
partial government shutdown would be
over. The American people deserve as
much.

———
O 1215

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
CONGRESSMAN BILL YOUNG

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, one of
the great pleasures that I have had
serving in this august body is the peo-
ple with whom I have interacted over
the years, and one such person is Rep-
resentative BILL YOUNG.

Now, I know that we have a lot of
issues to be discussing, and I will be
discussing them, but I wanted to take
time out today to say how much I ap-
preciate serving with a gentleman
whom I have gotten to know, love, and
respect. He has been in this body for
over 42 years, and I have spent my bet-
ter than 20 years mostly serving on the
Appropriations Committee. It was a
great pleasure serving with BILL
YOUNG.

BILL has said to reporters that he is
a bit disappointed in the current state
of affairs. He says this is a different
Congress. He is right. It is going to be
even more so without his great service.

———

THE REPUBLICAN PLAN

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, most peo-
ple are shocked to learn that the House
and the Senate have already agreed on
a level of funding.

There are only two issues stopping
the shutdown from stopping right now:
number 1, make Congress and the
White House obey the same ObamaCare
laws as everybody else; and, number 2,
the President gave Big Business 1 year
off. We want families to have an oppor-
tunity for 1 year off.

Equal treatment for America’s fami-
lies who work hard and play by the
rules, that is the Republican plan. That
is what the argument is about.

To give special benefits only to big
corporations and special interests is
not fair, it is not right, and it is not
good for the United States of America.

——————

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today on behalf of the millions of
men, women, and children victimized
by domestic violence.
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This is an issue that is very personal
to me. Nine years ago, my cousin, Dr.
Robin Lynn Mitchell, my namesake,
was murdered in her sleep by her hus-
band in an act of domestic violence. A
few months later, a campaign volun-
teer of mine, Velton Lacefield, was
shot and killed by her husband in a
similar crime.

Their stories, however heart-
breaking, are, unfortunately, not
unique. These tragedies play out over
and over every day in our communities
across America. The National Network
to End Domestic Violence estimates
that three women are killed each day
as a result of domestic violence. It
touches just about every home, no
matter your ZIP code or your income
bracket. Nearly three-quarters of
Americans know a victim of domestic
violence.

But that is just the human toll. Do-
mestic violence also costs the TU.S.
economy over $8 billion annually in
emergency room visits, mental health
services, and lost productivity.

So as we observe Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, let’s commit our-
selves to working to put an end to
these tragedies, for Robin, for Velton,
for all of us.

———

THE OFFER STILL STANDS

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
September 30, after two previous at-
tempts to keep the government fully
funded, House Republicans adopted a
measure that fully funded the govern-
ment, fully funded ObamaCare, but
simply delayed the individual mandate
for a year. Now, this proposal was sum-
marily rejected by House and Senate
Democrats, and the government shut
down.

Now, I can understand why they
might take that position. They actu-
ally thought the exchanges would
work, but they haven’t worked. They
have been a complete and unmitigated
disaster. And after more than 3 years
and $600 million of development costs,
they are far, far from being ready.

So, with this new experience, what is
so unreasonable about delaying the
mandate for a year while these prob-
lems are addressed?

This should be a win-win for every-
one—reopen the government and give
the Democrats’ signature program 1
year’s reprieve from complete collapse.
That is what Republicans offered on
September 30, and that offer still
stands.

——————

HOW THE GOVERNMENT SHUT-
DOWN IS HARMING THE PEOPLE
OF HOUSTON

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.

Speaker, I would like to associate my-
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self with the remarks of my colleague
and classmate from South Carolina on
how we will miss Chairman YOUNG. He
has been a great statesman in serving
our House.

But today I am here to talk about
how we are 10 days into the Republican
shutdown of the government services.
Every week the shutdown continues
cuts 0.3 percent of our gross domestic
product, and the stock market has
dropped 900 points in the last 2 weeks.
Now they want to hold the full faith
and credit of our country hostage.

This is how it is hurting our Houston
area economy:

Over 3,100 NASA employees at John-
son Space Center in Houston have been
furloughed as a result of the House ma-
jority’s refusal to keep the government
open;

The Small Business Administration
has closed its Houston office and is un-
able to issue grants and loans and serv-
ices to small business owners;

Houston’s regional VA center is
closed. The government shutdown has
forced VA to furlough 9,000 employees,
delaying processing of the VA benefits.

If the shutdown continues into late
October, payments for more than 3.8
million veterans will stop. We owe it to
our Nation’s veterans to make good on
our commitments to them, and we
can’t do this with closed facilities.

————
OBAMACARE? NO, THANK YOU.

(Mr. DESANTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DESANTIS. Mr. Speaker, I am
trying to get my hands wrapped around
this ObamaCare thing.

The policy is: the IRS is going to tax
Americans unless they purchase a gov-
ernment-sanctioned product, which
they may not want, off a government-
run Web site, which costs $634 million
to create and does not work.

And what do they have to expect for
that, once they go through that process
and put their personal information
there?

One disclaimer in one State’s ex-
change goes as follows:

Any or all uses of this system and all files
on this system may be intercepted, mon-
itored, recorded, copied, audited, inspected,
and disclosed to authorized State govern-
ment and law enforcement personnel, as well
as authorized officials of other agencies,
both domestic and foreign.

Mr. Speaker, no, thank you.

———

IT IS TIME TO DO OUR JOBS

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, last night,
I spoke with a woman in Madison, a
Federal employee who works as an air
traffic controller and helps ensure the
safety of thousands every day, and she
asked me why should she be working
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when she doesn’t even know if or when
she will get paid—and I didn’t have a
reasonable answer for her.

I received a letter from a woman in
Baraboo who relies on Federal con-
tracts to run her small business. She
asked me how she is going to be able to
make payroll this month if the govern-
ment doesn’t pay its bills—and I didn’t
have a reasonable answer for her.

I don’t have a reasonable answer for
why the Wisconsin National Guard
can’t conduct its training, why local
small businesses can’t grow their busi-
ness and have loans through the Small
Business Administration, and why
113,000 infants, children, and pregnant
women can’t receive nutrition assist-
ance from the WIC program.

Mr. Speaker, it is time the GOP
House leadership starts acting like re-
sponsible Representatives. Let’s reopen
government; let’s prevent our country
from defaulting; and then let’s sit down
and negotiate our budget, as Demo-
crats have been requesting for the last
6 months. It is time to do our jobs.

——————

NEW ENTITLEMENT SPENDING

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today just to ask this simple question
to my colleagues here in the House and
to our counterparts in the Senate, and
that is simply this: Does it make sense
for us to speed ahead with $1.3 trillion
in new entitlement spending when our
country is in the middle of a debt crisis
and Medicare and Social Security are
on the brink of bankruptcy?

If the answer is ‘‘yes,” then you can
g0 home and explain that to your con-
stituents. If the answer is ‘‘no,”” maybe
we could explain why we are doing it.

———

STOP HURTING THE PEOPLE WE
CAME HERE TO HELP

(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, I received this letter from
Lori Sywensky. She wrote:

As a Commissioner of the Northhampton
County, Pennsylvania, Housing Authority, I
wanted to make you aware that the County’s
Housing Authority issued layoff notices
today to over half of its staff members be-
cause of financial uncertainty created by the
government shutdown.

The next pay period would be payable on
November 1, 2013, and since we cannot assure
that there will be sufficient funds to honor
that payroll, it has been determined that
there is no legal choice other than to shut
down operations of the Housing Choice
Voucher Program and effect a temporary
layoff beginning on Monday, October 14, 2013.

If not resolved soon, over 500 landlords will
next be notified by the Housing Authority
that rent payments will not be issued, re-
sulting in lost income for them and potential
eviction for 637 families.

That is what she wrote.
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Mr. Speaker, isn’t it time we stopped
hurting the people we came here to
help?

————

OBAMACARE

(Mrs. ELLMERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, today
is day 10 of ObamaCare exchanges
being up, or supposedly being up. We
now know the problems with the ex-
changes are not just due to high traf-
fic; rather, technology experts have re-
ported the real problems are with the
actual structure and shoddy software
used for the exchanges.

The Hill reported on October 8, from
one expert, James Turner, software en-
gineer, ‘“‘It’s probably the most broken
release that I have ever seen.”

I am hearing firsthand the frustra-
tions from my constituents. One con-
stituent said:

The program freezes up when you try to
enter your tax filing status. You can’t get
past it. Same thing happens when I try to
apply over the phone. I've called every day
since October 1, all different times of the
day, and have gotten nothing but the run-
around, one excuse after the other, that
their system is down.

I've called during peak time. I've called
during off-peak time, but apparently there
are no on-peak hours. If I can’t get qualified
for a subsidy before January 1, we will have
to let our insurance lapse.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I say, this is
a defective exchange, and it is only
part of the problem.

————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN
THREATENS THE SAFETY AND
SECURITY OF SOUTHERN ARIZO-
NANS

(Mr. BARBER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, the safe-
ty and security of Southern Arizonans
is my first priority. I represent 83 miles
of the U.S.-Mexico border, and the peo-
ple who live near it are very seriously
affected by criminal activities along
that border.

Since the shutdown, our Border Pa-
trol agents have faced uncertainty
about their pay and the future of their
mission. These brave men and women
are our first line of defense in securing
the homeland. They deserve our re-
spect and support.

Last week, an agent’s wife called my
office about a decision her husband was
forced to make, the decision between
missing a loved one’s funeral or attend-
ing it on furlough, putting his pay-
check and his family at risk.

This reckless shutdown hurts the
families of our agents who put their
lives on the line every single day. This
is wrong, Mr. Speaker, and we must
end this irresponsible shutdown now
and restore certainty to the Border Pa-
trol for the safety and security of
Southern Arizonans and our entire
country.
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PRAY FOR OUR LEADERS

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, as we
all are well aware, a lot of emotion is
in this Chamber and in this body at
this time, and maybe that is the way it
should be.

We remember back to the first Con-
stitutional Convention that it almost
shut down as well, until Benjamin
Franklin stood up and said, We need to
go to prayer, asking for the wisdom of
the Almighty. Maybe that is what we
need as well.

Mr. Speaker, above your rostrum
there are words etched into stone from
DANIEL WEBSTER, who said:

Let us develop the resources of our land,
call forth its powers, build up its institu-
tions, promote all its great interests, and see
whether we also, in our day and generation,
may not perform something worthy to be re-
membered.

Mr. Speaker, that is what we need to
be doing. And so, as today, thankfully,
the President and leadership in the
House are meeting in negotiations, I
call for our citizens, as well as us, to be
in prayer, asking for wisdom for the
President, for our leaders to come to a
conclusion that will move this country
forward.

————

TELL THE SPEAKER TO PUT
AMERICA BACK TO WORK

(Mr. ENYART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENYART. Mr. Speaker, my wife
had a call last night from one of her
best friends. She was angry, dis-
appointed, and frightened. Her husband
is a civilian worker at Scott Air Force
Base. His paycheck was one-half what
it usually is. Their son is a community
college student who just got laid off.
Their daughter is disabled. They are
my voters. They are my friends.

What do I tell them?

What do I tell the veterans whose dis-
ability claims aren’t being processed?

What do I tell the laid-off prison
guards in southern Illinois who will
lose their food stamps?

What do I tell the retired mine work-
ers who have lost their pensions in
bankruptcy and now have to worry
about their Social Security checks?

I can’t tell them to call their Con-
gressman. They already have.

I tell them, Call 202-225-6205, and tell
the Speaker to put America and its
government back to work.

——
0 1230
CAN WE TALK

(Mr. RICE of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr.
President, can we talk?
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I am pleased to hear that President
Obama, 10 days into a government
shutdown, is finally willing to talk
with a contingent of House Repub-
licans at the White House this after-
noon. After all, there is plenty to dis-
cuss.

Everybody in this room, Democrat or
Republican, knows that too many of
our youth are underemployed or unem-
ployed. Mr. President, our youth want
to work.

Everybody in this room knows that
we need tax reform to make our busi-
nesses competitive in the world and
bring American jobs back to America.

Everybody in this room knows that
Social Security and Medicare are on a
pathway to insolvency and have to be
shored up so that we can make our
promises good to our seniors.

Thank you, Mr. President, at long
last for sitting down to talk. Maybe if
we could spend more time talking and
less time posturing, we might be able
to deal with some of these very signifi-
cant problems.

Let’s all pray that these talks are
fruitful and improve the lives of all
Americans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to others in
the second person.

——————

LET’S VOTE AND KEEP THE
GOVERNMENT OPEN

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker,
across the country, Americans are ask-
ing a simple question: When will their
government open?

Every day, more Americans are de-
nied services they need. Children who
rely on Head Start are being turned
away. New mothers and their infants
are being denied nutritional assistance
from WIC. Small businesses are losing
demand for their services or are having
trouble accessing loans guaranteed by
the Small Business Administration,
costing jobs we cannot afford to lose
and at a time when our economy con-
tinues to struggle.

While this is happening, what have
our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle done? They waste precious time
with incremental bills that have no
chance of enactment. That is not re-
sponsible governing. It is an excuse to
put out a press release. The American
people do not want more press releases.
They want action.

Every day that the government stays
closed is a lost opportunity for our
economy and our communities. Let’s
vote and keep this government open.

——
THROWBACK THURSDAY

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of Throwback Thursday, I would
like to read to my colleagues the words
of then-Senator Barack Obama during
the debate on March 16, 2006, about
raising the debt limit:

The fact that we are here today to debate
raising America’s debt limit is a sign of lead-
ership failure. It is a sign that the U.S. Gov-
ernment can’t pay its own bills. It is a sign
that we now depend on ongoing financial as-
sistance from foreign countries to finance
our government’s reckless fiscal policies.

Increasing America’s debt weakens us do-
mestically and internationally. Leadership
means that the buck stops here. Instead,
Washington is shifting the burden of bad
choices today onto the backs of our children
and grandchildren. America has a debt prob-
lem and a failure of leadership. Americans
deserve better.

I therefore intend to oppose the effort to
increase America’s debt limit.

That was spoken by Senator Barack
Obama on March 16, 2006.

Mr. Speaker, we have a $17 trillion
debt today under the leadership of
President Obama. I would say today is
the day to come together as reasonable
people to resolve this crisis.

———
SHUTDOWN EFFECTS IN EL PASO

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O’'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, the
government shutdown continues to
harm the communities I represent and
the more than 43,000 Federal employees
in El1 Paso who dedicated their careers
to public service.

The Federal district court in El Paso
is one of the busiest in the country. It
handles a large volume of immigration
and drug cases, among many others. I
recently heard from Maureen Franco, a
Federal public defender, regarding the
shutdown’s impact in El Paso.

In the U.S. Attorneys Office there,
the prosecutors and public defenders
are working, but not getting paid. In
addition, their staffs have been fur-
loughed. The result: prosecutors
brought only 35 cases on Monday. On
Tuesday and Wednesday, only nine peo-
ple were brought into court. When our
government works, the average is 55 a
day.

The same number of people are being
arrested, but the shutdown means we
are not prosecuting them in a timely
manner. It is likely that these individ-
uals are remaining in detention at tax-
payer expense, costing us more than if
the government were open. Justice is
not being served, nor are the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to end the
shutdown. Please allow an up-or-down
vote. It will pass this House on a bipar-
tisan basis. It will be signed into law
by the President. We can reopen the
government today.

———

PASS A FARM BILL

(Mrs. NOEM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, for 2%
years, I have come to this House floor
and talked about the importance of a
farm bill and the need to have a farm
bill for our national security interests.
Our producers in this country make
sure the people that live in this coun-
try have the opportunity to partake in
an affordable and safe food supply, not
relying on another country to feed us,
or they truly would control us.

We don’t have a farm bill today, but
the Speaker has assured me we will go
to conference soon and get one done.
But let me tell you about a tragedy
that happened in South Dakota last
week.

This picture beside me would be very
sad if it just reflected one situation in
South Dakota, but western South Da-
kota is littered with tens of thousands
of dead cows, horses, and sheep that
were killed by a tragic blizzard that hit
South Dakota just last week.

The stories we have heard of losses to
families are tragic. One mother visited
with us and told us about driving her
kids to school every day, and it looks
like she is driving down a road covered
with dead cattle filling the ditches.

We have a farm bill because we need
to make sure that there are disaster
programs to cover situations like this.
The livestock programs that I authored
that are included in the farm bill that
needs to be signed into law would help
protect some of these families and keep
them in business in the future.

————
WE HAVE WORK TO DO

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, it is
day 10 of the unnecessary and harmful
government shutdown and a week away
from when we reach the debt ceiling
and risk an economic shutdown. It is
time to end this dysfunction.

Across this country, people are out of
work and wondering, When will this
shutdown end? Will the United States
default on its debt? And, importantly,
Why can’t our elected Representatives
resolve this?

We can resolve this, and we can do it
today. A majority of the House and
Senate and our President support com-
promise legislation to reopen the gov-
ernment. The Speaker should schedule
a vote now. And the majority of Ameri-
cans—our constituents—are opposed to
letting a debate about the Affordable
Care Act excuse Congress from ful-
filling its basic obligation to pay the
Nation’s bills.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, let’s get
the government open, make sure we
don’t cause the Nation to default, and
sit down and face the challenges to-
gether. We have work to do to build the
economy and to begin to rebuild and
restore our Nation’s confidence in this
United States House of Representa-
tives.
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GET OUR FISCAL HOUSE IN ORDER

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is
so interesting to hear my colleagues
talk about how they want a clean CR.
Just so that everyone realizes, Mr.
Speaker, what they are saying is give
us the money—no strings attached, no
accountability.

What we continue to say to our col-
leagues is we want an accountable
CR—accountable to the U.S. taxpayer,
who is footing the bill for this govern-
ment. It is not Federal money that we
appropriate or that we spend. It is tax-
payer money coming out of the pockets
of hardworking men and women.

As I read emails from my district in
Tennessee, what I hear repeatedly is,
number one, We cannot afford the $17
trillion in debt. It really scares us. It
frightens us for the future of our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

We cannot continue to monetize $75
billion worth of debt each month. We
have to get our fiscal house in order.
That is what we seek to do.

————

VOTE ON A CLEAN CR

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker,
while Republicans are trying to de-
stroy the Affordable Care Act, the
American people are embracing it—and
have been for the past 3 years. Even my
district, which is rightly upset over not
being included in the exchanges like
other Americans, has benefited.

Let me tell you a story I heard from
one of our doctors.

According to one doctor, the preven-
tive care without copays and 26-year-
olds being able to stay on their par-
ents’ insurance has helped keep her
practice afloat. The up-to-35 percent
tax credit for small businesses and the
rebate from insurance companies that
didn’t meet their medical loss ratio al-
lowed her to relieve her employees of
their portion of the health insurance
premiums. This, and many other ways,
is how the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing in my community.

Like a few other places in the law,
fixes may be needed, like for the terri-
tories. The President and Democrats
will address them, but in a rational
manner.

So I am calling on my Republican
colleagues to end the hostage-taking of
this Congress, of our Federal employ-
ees, of our economy, and the good faith
and credit of our Nation. Don’t fight
us. Join us. Support the Affordable
Care Act—a good law that is expanding
access to affordable health care for all
of us. When some of us benefit, all of us
benefit.

Let’s vote on a clean CR, open up our
government, and lift the debt ceiling
today.
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WE AS A NATION NEED TO
RETURN TO GOD

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in honor of a gen-
tleman who is with me in the Capitol.
He was the high school valedictorian at
Liberty High School.

This summer, during his valedic-
torian address, he ripped up his ap-
proved speech and delivered The Lord’s
Prayer in defiance of the school dis-
trict’s decision to no longer include
prayer at graduation.

This is someone that reminds us that
we as a Nation need to return to God.
I am thankful for him and the inspira-
tion of his generation.

—————

JOBS, JOBS, JOBS

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it has now been more than 1,000 days
since I arrived in Congress, and Repub-
lican leaders have still not allowed a
single vote on serious legislation to ad-
dress our unemployment crisis.

We have lost millions of jobs through
outsourcing and technological changes.
We have lost millions of jobs due to the
Great Recession. We are losing mil-
lions of jobs through sequestration and
State budget cuts. And now we have
the nerve to shut down the govern-
ment, risk default, and bring our em-
ployees to the gates of hell.

Mr. Speaker, open up this govern-
ment. Raise the debt ceiling, and get us
back to dealing with the real crisis: job
creation.

The mantra of this Congress should
be: jobs, jobs, jobs.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable NANCY
PELOSI, Democratic Leader:

CONGRESS OF UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 9, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: Pursuant to sec-
tion 803(a) of the Congressional Recognition
for Excellence in Arts Education Act (2
U.S.C. 803 (a)), I am pleased to appoint Mr.
Mitchell Draizin of New York, NY, to the
Congressional Award Board.

Thank you for your attention to this ap-
pointment.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
THE BOARD OF VISITORS TO
THE UNITED STATES MERCHANT
MARINE ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
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pointment, pursuant to 46 TU.S.C.
51312(b), and the order of the House of
January 3, 2013, of the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House to the
Board of Visitors to the United States
Merchant Marine Academy:

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York

———

BORDER SECURITY AND ENFORCE-
MENT CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 371, I call up the
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 79) making
continuing appropriations for certain
components of the Department of
Homeland Security for fiscal year 2014,
and for other purposes, and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BisHOoP of Utah). Pursuant to House
Resolution 371, the joint resolution is
considered read.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. RES. 79

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are hereby appropriated, out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated,
and out of applicable corporate or other rev-
enues, receipts, and funds, for certain compo-
nents of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for fiscal year 2014, and for other pur-
poses, namely:

SEC. 101. (a) Such amounts as may be nec-
essary, at a rate for operations as provided
in the Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2013 (division D of Public
Law 113-6) and under the authority and con-
ditions provided in such Act, for continuing
projects or activities that are not otherwise
specifically provided for in this joint resolu-
tion or in the Pay Our Military Act of Sep-
tember 30, 2013, that were conducted in fiscal
year 2013, and for which appropriations,
funds, or other authority were made avail-
able by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Act, 2013 (division D of
Public Law 113-6) under the headings ‘‘Secu-
rity, Enforcement, and Investigations—U.S.
Customs and Border Protection”, ‘“Security,
Enforcement, and Investigations—U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’”, ‘“Se-
curity, Enforcement, and Investigations—
Coast Guard”, ‘‘Protection, Preparedness,
Response, and Recovery—National Protec-
tion and Programs Directorate—Office of Bi-
ometric Identity Management’, and ‘‘Re-
search and Development, Training, and Serv-
ices—United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services”’.

(b) The rate for operations provided by sub-
section (a) for each account shall be cal-
culated to reflect the full amount of any re-
duction required in fiscal year 2013 pursuant
to—

(1) any provision of division G of the Con-
solidated and Further Continuing Appropria-
tions Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-6), including
section 3004; and

(2) the Presidential sequestration order
dated March 1, 2013, except as attributable to
budget authority made available by the Dis-
aster Relief Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public
Law 113-2).

SEC. 102. Appropriations made by section
101 shall be available to the extent and in the
manner that would be provided by the perti-
nent appropriations Act.
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SEC. 103. Unless otherwise provided for in
this joint resolution or in the applicable ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2014, appro-
priations and funds made available and au-
thority granted pursuant to this joint resolu-
tion shall be available until whichever of the
following first occurs: (1) the enactment into
law of an appropriation for any project or ac-
tivity provided for in this joint resolution;
(2) the enactment into law of the applicable
appropriations Act for fiscal year 2014 with-
out any provision for such project or activ-
ity; or (3) December 15, 2013.

SEC. 104. Expenditures made pursuant to
this joint resolution shall be charged to the
applicable appropriation, fund, or authoriza-
tion whenever a bill in which such applicable
appropriation, fund, or authorization is con-
tained is enacted into law.

SEC. 105. This joint resolution shall be im-
plemented so that only the most limited
funding action of that permitted in the joint
resolution shall be taken in order to provide
for continuation of projects and activities.

SEC. 106. Amounts made available under
section 101 for civilian personnel compensa-
tion and benefits in each department and
agency may be apportioned up to the rate for
operations mnecessary to avoid furloughs
within such department or agency, con-
sistent with the applicable appropriations
Act for fiscal year 2013, except that such au-
thority provided under this section shall not
be used until after the department or agency
has taken all necessary actions to reduce or
defer non-personnel-related administrative
expenses.

SEC. 107. It is the sense of Congress that
this joint resolution may also be referred to
as the ‘“‘Border Safety & Security Act’.

This joint resolution may be cited as the
“Border Security and Enforcement Con-
tinuing Appropriations Resolution, 2014"".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
joint resolution shall be debatable for
40 minutes, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ap-
propriations.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAR-
TER) and the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE) each will control
20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res.
79, and that I may include tabular ma-
terial on the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise to present the House with a bill
that sustains our critical border secu-
rity and enforcement operations within
the Department of Homeland Security.

Right now, at this very moment,
there are brave men and women patrol-
ling our borders, manning our ports of
entry, and conducting border enforce-
ment, drug interdiction and investiga-
tive missions, but they are not being
paid.
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Right now, at this very moment, bor-
der security and enforcement oper-
ations are being conducted but with
minimal essential personnel.

Right now, at this very moment, the
National Targeting Center, at which
Customs and Border Protection officers
check traveler watch lists and ensure
that dangerous criminals and cargo
never reach American soil, is oper-
ating, but its personnel are not being
paid.

Right now, at this very moment, the
E-Verify system is not operating, mak-
ing it impossible for employers to
check the lawful immigration status of
potential employees.

So this bill before us provides for
continuing appropriations to ensure
that frontline agents along our borders
receive their pay and that certain com-
ponents of DHS can carry out their
border security and enforcement mis-
sions at full strength.

Let me remind my colleagues that
our border is not secure. In fact, our
border is constantly under siege from
smugglers and traffickers alike, and it
is our duty to ensure that sufficient re-
sources are provided to carry out the
necessary security, enforcement and
interdiction efforts. That is precisely
what this bill does.

This bill ensures that Border Patrol
can fully conduct its operations from
San Diego to Brownsville and all along
our northern border as well. This bill
ensures that ICE can fully conduct its
investigations. This bill ensures that
the Coast Guard can fully conduct
interdiction in both the source and
transit zones and off the coasts of Cali-
fornia, Texas, Florida, and all mari-
time approaches to the United States.
This bill ensures that our immigration
verification and biometric identity sys-
tems are up and running. This bill also
takes steps to turn on our E-Verify sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, all of us are aware that
the government is shut down despite
the numerous attempts to move for-
ward. We have repeatedly offered
versions of continuing resolutions to
sustain the government’s operations,
but to no avail. Furthermore, we have
offered to negotiate, to convene a con-
ference and work out the differences in
a professional and orderly manner, but
such offers have been refused out of
hand.

This bill is yet another offer to the
other side of the aisle to at least fund
vital components of the government.
We have a duty to ensure our borders
and coastlines are safe and secure and
that our laws are being enforced. This
bill does this without increasing the
rate of spending and in a manner en-
tirely consistent with the text of the
noncontroversial H.J. Res. 59. In short,
the bill before us is about getting our
priorities right.

It is my hope that the passage of this
bill will not only support our border se-
curity and frontline agencies but will
also lead to the reopening of the entire
Federal Government.
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In closing, I urge my friends on the
other side of the aisle to lower their
partisan blinders, to come to the table
and work out the current impasse so
that we can get on with the business of
fixing our Nation’s budgetary mess.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Have we had enough yet?

The American people are fed up with
partisan games and procedural gim-
micks. They see right through them,
and they are demanding that we come
together and get the government back
to work today.

If the Speaker of the House is so sure
that the votes for a clean funding bill
are not there, he should call the vote
to prove it to the American people. But
he won’t do that, because everyone in
this Chamber knows that the Senate-
passed continuing resolution would
clear this House in a heartbeat and end
this Tea Party-fueled dream of govern-
ment collapse.

Today, the majority has decided that
the government function they want to
give political cover to is border secu-
rity. Border security, obviously, was
not very high on their list. We have
had to wait 10 days before they have
gotten around to it.

Of course, the question remains: Why
didn’t they think more about border
security or cancer research or the na-
tional parks or women’s and children’s
nutrition when they were shutting the
government down in the first place last
Monday? Ten days late and billions of
dollars short, you might say.

As someone who has worked for years
in a bipartisan spirit to secure our Na-
tion’s border, I certainly appreciate
that border security is one of the most
sensitive and dangerous areas of the
budget with which to play partisan po-
litical games. But I have to ask: What
about the many other critical home-
land security functions that this bill
wouldn’t do anything to fix, including
protecting our Nation from cyber at-
tacks, for example, or Kkeeping our
aviation and mass transit systems safe
or funding the Secret Service or devel-
oping the next generation of explosive
detection technology?

We cannot continue to pick winners
and losers by providing temporary
funding for government services, oper-
ations and personnel. This piecemeal
approach to governing is failing our
constituents and is failing our econ-
omy. The only solution is to reopen the
entire Federal Government by calling
up the clean funding bill passed by the
Senate.

Mr. Speaker, last week, we were told
by Republican leaders not to worry.
Furloughed employees should stand by,
they said, while the House votes to
open the government one news cycle at
a time. Americans’ livelihoods can’t
wait for another news cycle. We are
tired of waiting. We are tired of this
charade.
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Let’s dispense with this political the-
ater. Let’s get back to our basic job de-
scription: to Kkeep the government
open, to pay the country’s bills, and to
negotiate a comprehensive budget plan
that lifts sequestration, revives our
economy, and secures our fiscal future.
The first step is a clean continuing res-
olution. Let’s do that today.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROG-
ERS), the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. I thank
the chairman for yielding, and I rise in
support of his bill.

Mr. Speaker, this is around the 15th
time that we have been trying to en-
gage the other body in conversation
about how we can reopen the govern-
ment. They just simply refuse to talk
about anything. We have sent over
CRs. We have sent over amendments.
We have sent over bills. This is the 11th
of the many appropriations bills—
CRs—at the sequester level that we are
going to send to the Senate, and they
just simply refuse to talk. I have never
seen such a show of negligence and at-
tendance to public duties.

Normally, the time-honored tradition
in the Congress—since the founding of
this great country—is that, when the
House passes a measure and when the
Senate passes a measure and they dif-
fer, we appoint conferees: the Senate
picks out some Members, the House
picks out some Members, and we send
them off to the back room to work out
the differences and to bring the bills
back. That is the way it has operated
for all of these years. Yet the Senate
just simply refuses to talk anything
about how to reopen the government.

This bill will help protect our home-
land from terrorists, drug traffickers,
smugglers, other criminals, and it fa-
cilitates legal immigration and ongo-
ing investigations. Right now, our
frontline operations are operating at a
bare minimum. The men and women
who are at work to protect our borders
and our ports of entry are working
without pay, and employers cannot
guarantee the lawful immigration sta-
tus of their prospective employees.

To reinstate these critical functions,
H.J. Res. 79 provides funding for border
security efforts at the current annual
rate of $18.8 billion. This includes fund-
ing for the Customs and Border Patrol,
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, the Coast Guard, Citizenship and
Immigration Services, and the Office of
Biometric Identity Management.

These are functions of the Federal
Government that are critical to our
safety and well-being. They should not
have to suffer the effects of this shut-
down, but if we pass this bill today and
if the Senate passes it and if the Presi-
dent signs it into law, it will stop any
further adverse effects from befalling
our border security while we work to-
ward reopening the entire Federal Gov-
ernment.
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Piece by piece, the Republican House
has been working toward reopening the
government over the past week. We
have done this all with no help—no
input—from the Senate. The only thing
we have heard from the Senate is a re-
sounding ‘‘no”’—‘‘no’” to working with
us on a task force or on a committee to
reopen the Federal Government and
“no” to talking with us about our con-
cerns over the multitude of fiscal cri-
ses we face. Despite this, the House has
passed 15 bills over the past week to
fund the government. This is on top of
the continuing resolutions we put for-
ward prior to the end of the fiscal year
and the regular appropriations bills the
House passed. Imagine what we could
do if the Senate would come to the
table and work with us. We could solve
the problem.

There is no question about it that we
are never going to be able to get out of
this mess if we don’t come together,
have a real, adult conversation, listen
to each other earnestly, and negotiate
in good faith. This crisis can’t be
solved by one party alone or by one
body of the Congress alone. This bill is
an effort to keep the ball moving to-
ward our goal of ending the entire gov-
ernment shutdown.

The Senate has asked for a clean CR
to achieve that end. The funding in
this bill is clean and in line with the
spending from the last fiscal year. It is
essentially what I put forward in my
initial, clean CR. So I hope, with that
in mind, the House and the Senate will
pass this bill in short order.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
lady from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
the ranking member of the Border and
Maritime Security Subcommittee of
the Homeland Security authorizing
committee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me thank
the distinguished ranking member, and
let me thank the chairman of this com-
mittee. Let me ask again for the hard-
working employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment and for the hardworking em-
ployees of the Department of Homeland
Security to stop being locked out.

Mr. Speaker, as my ranking member
indicated, I am the ranking member on
the Border and Maritime Security Sub-
committee. This piecemeal approach
does not comprehensively address the
question of the needs of homeland secu-
rity.

Frankly, I am in support of the work
of Customs and Border Protection, Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement,
Citizenship and Immigration Services,
and the Coast Guard. You will find,
probably, no greater supporter on these
issues, but we need to be able to pass
legislation such as H.R. 1417, com-
prehensively, to address all of the bor-
der aspects of this Nation. This is a
gamble. This is throwing the dice. This
is seeing whether or not we can get
this piece and that piece, but it doesn’t
comprehensively deal with the en-
trances and exits. It doesn’t com-
prehensively deal with comprehensive
immigration reform.
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My message is to have a clean CR, to
open the government, to protect our
homeland security employees, and to
protect the homeland.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong opposition to
H.J. Res. 79, the “Border Safety and Security
Act.”

As Ranking Member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee’s Subcommittee on Border and
Maritime Security, | strongly support the mis-
sions of Customs and Border Protection, Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, and the Coast
Guard.

You will find no greater advocate in Con-
gress for the men and women of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security who work on the
frontlines every day.

That is why | am greatly troubled that the
Republican Majority continues to take a piece-
meal approach to funding our vital homeland
security agencies, activities, and personnel.

They know this bill has no chance of be-
coming law, but are putting on a piece of polit-
ical theater today to pander to a fringe ele-
ment within their party.

We must not gamble with our Nation’s secu-
rity by picking winners and losers at DHS.

Instead, this House needs to do its job and
provide appropriations for the entire Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, so that all of our
Federal border, immigration, and homeland re-
sources are operational.

| call on the Republican Leadership to allow
reasonable Members on both sides of the
aisle to approve a Clean CR so that we can
get DHS, and our entire government, working
as it should be for the American people.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL), the
chairman of the authorizing Com-
mittee on Homeland Security.

Mr. McCAUL. I want to thank my
colleague and good friend from Texas,
the chairman, who knows the border,
perhaps, better than any other Member
in this body.

We are all here, Mr. Speaker, to try
and work through our differences over
government funding. I hope that no one
in this Chamber truly believes that we
should play politics with the security
of our borders, our last line of defense.
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Yet right now, as we debate this im-
portant funding bill, our agents at the
Department of Homeland Security—the
Border Patrol, CBP, and ICE—are not
fully funded, which diminishes their
ability to secure our Nation’s borders
and puts American security and lives
at risk.

What kind of message would it send
to our constituents all over this great
country if we threw up our hands and
said that providing for the common de-
fense under the Constitution is no
longer a priority? Yet that is exactly
the debate we are having today.

As the chairman of the Homeland Se-
curity Committee, I will not stand by
and let politics get the best of us. Our
brave men and women on the border in
my home State risk their lives daily.
Just a few weeks ago, I visited with
Border Patrol agents, border sheriffs,
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and ranchers in the Rio Grande sector
in south Texas, which has seen a 55 per-
cent increase in illegal border cross-
ings. This is not just an immigration
issue, Mr. Speaker; it is a national se-
curity issue. Our border agents on the
front line must be fully funded.

I urge my colleagues to support the
Border Safety and Security Act.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD), an outstanding member
of our Homeland Security Appropria-
tions Subcommittee.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong opposition to the latest
in a long line of disingenuous bills that
won’t bring us closer to ending the
dangerous and reckless Republican
shutdown.

This bill represents an irresponsible
approach to the serious challenge of de-
fending the homeland in an increas-
ingly dangerous world. This bill pur-
ports to protect the public; yet, it
leaves critical functions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security unfunded.

For example, there is no money for
TSA to keep the flying public safe;
there is no money for the Office of In-
telligence and Analysis to identify ter-
ror plots that endanger American lives;
and there is no money for the Domestic
Nuclear Detection Office to guard the
homeland against smuggled weapons of
mass destruction.

Clearly, Republican obstructionism
is undermining our American democ-
racy and threatening our American na-
tional security.

Mr. Speaker, the Boehner shutdown
and Republican gamesmanship are
hurting American families and endan-
gering the American public. Let’s de-
feat this bill, vote, pass a clean budget,
and get all our government working to
serve and defend all the American peo-
ple and our American way of life.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Michigan, CANDICE MIL-
LER, vice chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the
chairperson of the Subcommittee on
Border and Maritime Security and a
member of the great class of 2002.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I cer-
tainly thank the gentleman for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in very
strong support of the bill that we are
debating here, the Border Safety and
Security Act.

As vice chair of the House Homeland
Security Committee and chair of the
Subcommittee on Border and Maritime
Security, I, along with so many others,
have worked to ensure that Congress
gives the agents and the officers in the
field the tools and the direction that
they need to keep drugs and terrorists
and others who would do us harm from
entering our country. That is what this
legislation is about today.

Much of the controversy surrounding
the government shutdown has actually
focused on ObamaCare. But, Mr. Speak-
er, there is nothing, absolutely zero, in
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the bill that we are talking about right
now that has anything to do with
ObamaCare.

The only thing that is in this bill and
that we are discussing today is whether
or not we will help provide the funds to
ensure that we can protect our Na-
tion’s borders and pay the men and
women of the U.S. Border Patrol, the
Customs and Border Protection, and
also the Immigration and Customs En-
forcement.

I know many of our friends on the
other side of the aisle will once again
oppose this legislation because they
say they need an entire government
funding bill or they won’t accept any-
thing else, yet I would note that they
are calling Republicans ‘‘absolutists.”

I also know that there are many on
the other side of the aisle that will sup-
port this bill and will help us pass this,
again, with a very strong bipartisan
majority. I simply hope that the lead-
ers of the Senate will look at the
strong bipartisan support of this bill
and take it up. Border security, Mr.
Speaker, cannot be a casualty of our
inability to compromise. The agencies
that are responsible for protecting this
country must be fully funded.

I urge the House to support this bill
today, to pass this bill today, and I cer-
tainly urge the Senate and the White
House to join us in supporting the men
and women across the Nation charged
with protecting our border.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am glad to yield 2 minutes
to the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr.
THOMPSON), the ranking member of the
full authorizing Committee on Home-
land Security.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
thank Ranking Member PRICE for
yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express
strong opposition to H.J. Res. 79, the
Border Safety and Security Act.

This is the second time in 2 weeks
that I have come to the House floor to
discuss cherry-picked funding at the
Department of Homeland Security.
Neither last week’s measure nor the
one before us today stands a snowball’s
chance of ever being enacted into law.
Even if they did, Congress still would
not have done its job to fully fund the
important homeland and non-homeland
security activities carried out by the
Department of Homeland Security.

As ranking member of the Homeland
Security Committee, I am troubled
that the Republican majority is not
only picking winners and losers within
the Federal Government, but also with-
in the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

This country faces real threats every
day—from natural disasters, to acci-
dents with catastrophic results, to ter-
rorism. The people we represent de-
serve real action, not petty posturing.
For today’s installment of the ‘‘mini-
CR” show, the majority is shining the
spotlight on ICE agents, Border Patrol
agents, Customs and Border Protection
officers, and Coast Guard personnel.
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Americans see through this hollow at-
tempt at using patriotic Americans
serving in the front lines of Homeland
Security as pawns.

If the majority is serious about en-
suring that our patchwork of Federal
border, immigration, and homeland re-
sources are operational, they would re-
open the entire Department of Home-
land Security. This majority is not se-
rious about taking real action. They
want to score political points with a
fringe element in their party.

I call upon like-minded colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to stand with me
and approve a clean CR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I yield
the gentleman an additional 30 sec-
onds.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. With
every passing day, more injury is done
to our economy and our standing in the
world. The once unthinkable—a default
on U.S. debt—is looking more and more
possible.

We must stand together and inject
some rationality here and bring an end
to this long national tantrum that has
been orchestrated by 50 of the most
radical Members of the majority.

Mr. Speaker, the majority must let
this House consider and pass a clean
CR so that we can get this government
up and working again.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON),
my colleague, the chairman of the
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs Subcommittee of the Appropria-
tions Committee and a hardworking
member of our subcommittee.

Mr. CULBERSON. Thank you, Chair-
man CARTER.

Mr. Speaker, the question we are
about to vote on is very simple: Do you
support—yes or no—fully funding our
law enforcement officers on the border
and our Immigrations and Customs En-
forcement officers?

This is not complicated. It is not
anything more complicated than we
are, as the majority in the House, seek-
ing to find areas of agreement. Com-
mon sense and common courtesy and
any negotiations require that you find
areas of agreement that are absolutely
essential, set those aside, and move on
to the issues where you may have some
disagreement.

This is not complicated. Yes or no, do
you support fully funding our Border
Patrol agents and our Immigrations
and Customs Enforcement agents?
That is the only issue before us.

We have, as a Congress, already fully
funded our military. We made sure that
our men and women in uniform were
paid. We have already, in this House,
set aside funds to make sure that our
veterans are paid. We passed legisla-
tion to ensure that they receive all the
benefits that they have earned by their
service to the country.

Any negotiation—anyone, anywhere
in the country—if you have a disagree-
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ment, you find areas where you can
agree that are very important and you
get those behind you, and then you get
to those areas where there are dis-
agreements.

There are fundamental important dif-
ferences that are a core principle to us
as constitutional conservatives. We do
not want to participate in bankrupting
the United States of America. We do
not want to participate in socializing
the greatest health care system the
Nation has ever and the world has ever
created. We will not idly stand by and
allow our children and grandchildren
to inherit such a crushing level of debt
and taxation that they cannot afford
and their quality of life will be dimin-
ished. These are matters of core prin-
ciple to us.

Our right to be left alone as Ameri-
cans is, I think, one of our most impor-
tant. Certainly, Texans feel that way.
But, first and foremost, we believe in
law enforcement. We believe in sup-
porting our military, and we urge our
colleagues to vote with us today to en-
force the law.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
LOWEY), ranking member of the full
Appropriations Committee.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to the reckless Re-
publican shutdown.

While the men and women who se-
cure our border risk their lives, their
paychecks are in jeopardy. I am very
glad, Mr. Speaker, that the majority is
talking about border security, particu-
larly after they have frozen salaries for
the Border Patrol for the past 3 years.

Yes, we should fund border security. I
have been a strong advocate for fund-
ing border security. But we cannot ade-
quately protect our homeland by fund-
ing one agency at a time. We also must
fund the Secret Service, the TSA, and
cybersecurity, none of which, Mr.
Speaker, is included in this bill.

Mr. Speaker, the claim that Demo-
crats aren’t negotiating is absolutely
false. The Senate adopted the most im-
portant part of the House bill—the
funding level—and the President sup-
ported it even though Democrats want
greater investments to support eco-
nomic growth. The only thing Demo-
crats say ‘‘no’’ to are irresponsible ef-
forts to put health care decisions back
in the hands of insurance companies,
which has nothing to do with keeping
the government open.

That is democracy. That is negotia-
tion. We have done more than meet in
the middle, but the Republicans now
say ‘‘no’’ to their own bill.

We could end the shutdown today if
the majority would only support a rea-
sonable solution to allow a vote on the
Republican-written, Senate-passed bill.

Vote ‘“‘no” and demand a House vote
to immediately end the reckless Re-
publican shutdown.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, could I inquire as to how
much time remains on each side?
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from North Carolina has 10
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Texas has 5%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR), an-
other fine colleague from the Appro-
priations Committee.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I thank Con-
gressman PRICE for yielding.

I was sitting in my office listening to
this, and I realized that what our ses-
sions are about are telling the Amer-
ican people some of the truth some of
the time. The truth of the matter is
that this is all about the fact that an
extreme division of the Republican
Party doesn’t like the Affordable Care
Act, which was signed into law 3%
years ago, and so they are using the ap-
propriations process to shut down Con-
gress.

We keep saying you don’t need to do
this. It has been a law for 3% years; and
guess what, in those 3% years we have
passed 17 CRs; 17 CRs have been passed
since the Affordable Care Act was en-
acted. And guess what, Republicans
voted for almost every one of them. So
what is the difference now?

This is just craziness. Our whole
country is being put at risk because
they won’t do what we have done every
year because they don’t like the Af-
fordable Care Act. Now if you don’t
like something, use a law-making proc-
ess called an authorization. When you
don’t like something, you take a dif-
ferent bill and fix it. You can say, well,
we don’t like it; we don’t even want to
fix it. I use the argument that the
Democrats didn’t like Medicare part D
because of the way it was being done.
We voted against it, but we never shut
down government. We got around to
saying, yes, it is the law; let’s fix it.
When you pass a big law, there are al-
ways some things you need to fix. We
can fix things, but this is not the proc-
ess to do it, shutting down govern-
ment. And the idea of bringing you
whatever you like today, we are just
going to vote on one thing, one part of
government. Now we are onto just one
piece. You know we are never going to
get around to all of the pieces because
they don’t like all of government. So
they hold these votes.

This is ridiculous. This is putting the
country, the world, and lots of people
at risk. We could just pass a keep-the-
government-open bill, which we have
done 17 times since 2010, 17 times with-
out this rancor, without this division.

Come on. Don’t give us part of the
truth some of the time.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire if my colleague has any more
speakers.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I am
prepared to close.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, our Republican colleagues
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today have spoken accurately of the
time-honored tradition of passing a
budget in this Congress and then pass-
ing appropriations bills, one hopes on
budget and on time, in an orderly fash-
ion, conforming to the agreed-upon
budget resolution.

Now, for a while this year, we
thought we were on the same page with
regard to agreeing on a budget going
forward. In fact, colleagues will re-
member that Republicans badgered the
Senate in past years for not having
passed a budget. This year, the Senate
passed a budget. The Senate worked
hard and passed a credible budget; we
looked forward to a more normal proc-
ess being resumed.

But we were soon disabused of that,
because the Republican leadership of
this House steadfastly refused to go to
conference to work out a common
budget with the Senate which, of
course, is the normal process.

We have been urging that the House
go to conference for months. Why did
they refuse? We have thought a lot
about that. One possible reason is that
no comprehensive budget plan could
possibly pass their conference, given
the Tea Party influence in that con-
ference these days. That is the expla-
nation that is suggested, I have to say,
by the failure of Speaker BOEHNER’S
“Plan B’’: remember that, back in De-
cember? They left President Obama’s
budget overture on the table, never
taking him up on that comprehensive
offer.

But then after a while, our Repub-
lican friends warmed up to the idea of
stalling on this, and we gradually real-
ized: They are running out the clock!
The Republicans are running out the
clock. Why are they doing that? Maybe
they are looking for a crisis atmos-
phere, letting the government shut
down, running up against the possi-
bility of default. In a crisis atmos-
phere, maybe they think they can ex-
tract more. Maybe they can extract
more, by demanding a ransom, a polit-
ical ransom. the Affordable Care Act,
whatever. Because now with the clock
run out, you are talking not just about
negotiating a budget; you are talking
about demanding a ransom merely to
keep the government open; demanding
a ransom merely to pay the country’s
bills, basic constitutional responsibil-
ities which this body should meet with-
out any threat of extortion.

Meanwhile, of course, they under-
stand the public doesn’t like this. So
we have the spectacle today of yet an-
other bill seeking political cover, to
fund piecemeal a function of govern-
ment which has been in the news and
which people value.

Well, this charade has to end. Yes, we
need to get back to the normal budget
process in this country. The first step
is to pass a clean funding bill to reopen
the government, and the votes are here
in this body to do that this afternoon.
We also must lift the threat of default-
ing on the Nation’s debt.

And then, sure enough, let’s get on
with the negotiating of a comprehen-

October 10, 2013

sive budget agreement, a budget agree-
ment along the lines of the budget
plans of 1990 and 1993. These budget
plans helped produce a robust econ-
omy, and eventually produced 4 years
of budget surpluses. We paid off $400
billion of the national debt in those
years. Those were comprehensive
agreements, to be sure. They were po-
litically tough. They did include reve-
nues. They included all categories of
spending. They were painful votes for
many in this body, but I continue to
think they were among the best votes
I ever cast. That is where we need to
g0. We all know that.

The question is, can we find the po-
litical will to get there? Let’s muster
that political will. We have had enough
of the ransom demands. Let’s reopen
the government, let’s lift the debt ceil-
ing, and let’s get on with serious nego-
tiations, the kind of budget negotia-
tions we should have been having all
year.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, if anyone has been
watching what has gone on in this
House for the last couple of weeks and
this week, it reminds me of the movie
“Groundhog Day.” The alarm rings,
and we stand up and we do the same
thing and we hear the same arguments
consistently. I mean, you could have
just heard this argument, and that is
the argument that has been made
throughout the entire almost-2 weeks
now. So maybe it is time to talk about
something that is called regular order
in this House of Representatives.

We have something called the appro-
priations process. We divide up the
funding of the government into 12 sec-
tions, and we have classification of
those sections and each subcommittee
presents a bill to the committee for the
funding of a certain Department. In
our case, Mr. PRICE and I deal with
Homeland Security. That bill is then
brought to the floor and passed by the
floor after it passes out of regular com-
mittee, and then it is sent to our col-
leagues in the Senate on the other side
of this great building. At that point in
time, normal procedure would be for
them to deal with the appropriations
process on their side.

So I can’t speak for all of govern-
ment, but I certainly can speak for
Homeland Security, and Mr. PRICE, I
don’t think, would dispute this: we
passed our bill out of the House. So we
don’t even need to be here today, and
we shouldn’t even have needed to be
here last week when we were here be-
cause, quite frankly, we have given a
bill to deal with the problems of fi-
nancing and supporting those people
who defend our borders and all of the
other things that we take care of in
Homeland, and it has been sitting on
the desk of Mr. HARRY REID in the Sen-
ate since June of this year, a long time
before this so-called crisis arose. We
could have it completely passed and
signed by the President if the Senate
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had just done regular order. But they
haven’t.

So as it relates to the issues we dis-
cuss here today, the reason these issues
even come up is that the Democrat-
controlled Senate has not done their
job, and they have not dealt with the
appropriations process.

Today, as last week, we are dealing
with an important portion of this proc-
ess. It is so important that the very se-
curity of our Nation depends upon a se-
cure border. The great debate that has
gone on for 3 or 4 years, recent years as
we look at the overall immigration cri-
sis, is: What about the security of our
borders?

We have spent billions of dollars
making it as secure as we can, and we
will continue to secure those borders.
All we think we should do is pay the
people that are doing the job now and
get the border secure. This is impor-
tant to the future of our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to H.J. Res 79, a bill which
claims to fund border security, but in reality is
just a continuation of the piecemeal approach
to funding government operations being used
by the House Republican leadership to create
political cover for their continued refusal to
hold a vote to immediately reopen the entire
government.

| support funding border security and appre-
ciate greatly the dedicated men and women
who work to keep our borders secure, but | do
not support this bill because, in the end, it
does more harm than good.

| believe the proper way to fund border se-
curity is for Congress to fulfill its responsibility
to pass regular appropriations bills. The House
passed a full year funding bill for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security in June that would
provide $40.1 billion more for DHS than the
bill before us today.

Using a cherry-picking approach to fund se-
lected programs within an agency neglects
other important programs within that same
agency. In this case, supporting H.J. Res 79
funds border security at the expense of other
Homeland Security-related functions like the
Secret Service, the Army Corps of Engineers,
the Transportation Security Administration and
the Office of Disaster Assistance at the Small
Business Administration.

The fact is that by taking up the Senate’s
clean continuing resolution and sending it to
the President for his signature tonight, we can
fund border security, DHS and all the other
important programs and services of the gov-
ernment. That is why | call on my colleagues
to bring up the Senate CR so we can end this
shut down and get all our federal workers
back on the job.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 371,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the joint resolu-
tion.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, and
was read the third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
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consideration of House Joint Resolu-
tion 79 is postponed.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 25 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BIisHOP of Utah) at 1
o’clock and 35 minutes p.m.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolution.

S. REs. 267

In the Senate of the United States, October
9, 2013.

Whereas Rod Grams faithfully served the
people of Minnesota with distinction in the
United States Congress;

Whereas Rod Grams was elected to the
United States House of Representatives in
1992 and served one term as a Representative
from the State of Minnesota and later served
as a chief of staff in the House of Representa-
tives;

Whereas Rod Grams was elected to the
United States Senate in 1994 and served one
term as a Senator from the State of Min-
nesota;

Whereas as a Senator, Rod Grams served
on the Senate Standing Committees on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, Energy
and Natural Resources, Foreign Relations,
and the Budget and on the Joint Economic
Committee: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Rod Grams, former member of the United
States Senate.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the Honorable
Rod Grams.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to a joint resolution
of the House of the following title:

H.J. Res. 91. Joint Resolution making con-
tinuing appropriations for death gratuities
and related survivor benefits for survivors of
deceased military service members of the
Department of Defense for fiscal year 2014,
and for other purposes.

———

BORDER SECURITY AND ENFORCE-
MENT CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS RESOLUTION, 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, further
consideration of House Joint Resolu-
tion 79 will now be resumed.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.
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MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
have a motion to recommit at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentlewoman opposed to the joint reso-
lution?

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. I am opposed.

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report
the motion to recommit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. Shea-Porter moves to recommit the
joint resolution H.J. Res. 79 to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations with instructions
to report the same back to the House forth-
with with the following amendment:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-

sert the following:
That upon passage of this joint resolution by
the House of Representatives, the joint reso-
lution (H.J. Res. 59) making continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2014, and for
other purposes, as amended by the Senate on
September 27, 2013, shall be considered to
have been taken from the Speaker’s table
and the House shall be considered to have (1)
receded from its amendment; and (2) con-
curred in the Senate amendment.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
a point of order on the gentlewoman’s
motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A point
of order is reserved.

Pursuant to the rule, the gentle-
woman from New Hampshire is recog-
nized for 5 minutes in support of her
motion.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to offer a motion to recom-
mit to end this harmful and unneces-
sary government shutdown. I do this by
offering a motion that would bring to
the floor the continuing resolution
that has already passed in the Senate
and awaits consideration in the House.

I know that not everyone is thrilled
with this level of funding. Many of us
in the Democratic Caucus think it cuts
too deeply into important investments,
while many of our Republican col-
leagues feel it doesn’t cut enough. The
Senate bill is a compromise, but it is a
compromise that is acceptable to the
majority of us in order to continue the
vital functioning of the government
that all Americans pay for and that all
Americans deserve.

Unfortunately, a small faction of the
majority party continues to hold the
entire government hostage while it
tries to obstruct the Affordable Care
Act. I understand they disagree with
the Senate and the President on cer-
tain issues, but shutting the govern-
ment down to try and achieve an ideo-
logical goal that could not be achieved
through the legislative process,
through the Supreme Court, or through
the ballot box is beneath the dignity of
this body. That is why I urge my col-
leagues to support my motion and
allow us to get the government up and



H6472

running again. Then, and only then,
can we resume debate and discussion
on other critical issues like creating
jobs, supporting our veterans, and, yes,
improving the Affordable Care Act.

As of today, it has been 10 days since
the government shutdown. That is 10
days where we haven’t had studies
going forward at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, 10 days where the
Small Business Administration hasn’t
been lending money to entrepreneurs
and small businesses, and 10 days
where families haven’t had access to
the critical services to protect those
who need it most.

In my own district, the Small Busi-
ness Administration normally gives
out an average of $237,000 in loans each
and every day. That is a total of $2.37
million in loans that haven’t been
made to the small businesses of New
Hampshire’s First District.

The majority has failed my State and
others. All the American people are
asking for is for us to open the govern-
ment. They would be happy with a
clean bill. We could put people back to
work with a clean bill. We could con-
tinue lending money to small busi-
nesses with a clean bill. We could fund
cancer research with a clean bill.

But instead of putting an end to the
government shutdown by passing the
funding bill that the Senate has al-
ready agreed to, Republican leaders in
the House are offering bills to open in-
dividual agencies and programs instead
of the entire government. Make no
mistake, that is not an honest attempt
to open the government. These cherry-
picked funding bills serve only to give
political cover to the very people who
caused the government shutdown.

As former Republican Presidential
candidate and Senator Bob Dole said,
along with my dear colleague, JOHN
DINGELL:

Piecemeal or partial spending plans do not
adequately ensure that our veterans—and,
indeed, all Americans—have access to the
system of self-government established to
serve and protect them.

Former Republican Senator Judd
Greg, who was chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee, said:

A small group of Republican legislators led
by the junior Senator from Texas decided to
take as hostages government operations and
the raising of the debt ceiling. The price of
release was to be the death of ObamacCare.
This approach never had a snowball’s chance
in Texas of succeeding.

However, here we are still shut down
10 days after the start of the new fiscal
year; and, instead of voting on legisla-
tion that if brought to the floor would
pass and open the government, what
are we voting on? The same little, tiny
piecemeal appropriations designed for
messaging and attack ads that we have
been voting on all week. It is Wash-
ington politics at its worst.

It has been 10 days of this sort of chi-
canery, and it is time to give it up.
Let’s stop the gamesmanship; turn the
lights back on; reopen the government;
and address the actual critical prob-
lems addressing the country.
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We need more jobs. We need to find
ways to grow the economy, make edu-
cation more affordable, and invest in
our decaying infrastructure. All of
these are problems that our constitu-
ents sent us here to deal with, and they
are what they expect us to work on.

That is probably why, yesterday,
when Gallup released polling on what
Americans believe is the most impor-
tant problem facing our country, it
should come as no surprise to find that,
for the first time in history, they
picked dysfunctional government. It
has always been either the economy,
unemployment, or jobs that were the
most pressing problems. In yesterday’s
poll, though, it was us. I can’t say that
I am surprised, because I agree with
them. We need to fix this, and that
starts by doing the basics like funding
the government and raising the debt
ceiling.

I will end with one final quote from
my former Republican colleague, Sen-
ator Gregg. He said:

People who have no interest in governing
cannot be allowed to be the dominant voices
in a major party.

I thank you for your support, and I
hope you will support this critical mo-
tion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I make a
point of order that the instructions
contained in the motion violate clause
7 of rule XVI, which requires that the
amendment be germane to the bill
under consideration.

As I am sure you are aware, the Chair
has ruled on October 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, and 9
of 2013, the instructions contain a spe-
cial order of business within the juris-
diction of the Committee on Rules, and
therefore, the amendment is not ger-
mane to the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I insist on my point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the
gentlewoman from New Hampshire
wish to be heard on the point of order?

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
wish to be heard on the point of order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New Hampshire is rec-
ognized on the point of order.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
doesn’t the bill before us set up a com-
mission to examine deficit reduction?

My motion to recommit would open
up the entire Federal Government so
that our taxpayers can receive the ben-
efits they have already paid for, to re-
commit deals with government expend-
itures. And right now we are running a
deficit. So isn’t the amount the govern-
ment is spending a relevant topic to
the deficit reduction?

We have voted to pay workers fur-
loughed during a shutdown. I supported
that bill. But what sense does it make
to have workers paid to sit at home
and not be able to do their jobs? What
kind of a strange House is this that
would force this situation on our Fed-
eral workers?

Mr. Speaker, if you rule this motion
out of order, does this not mean that
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we will not have a chance to keep the
entire Federal Government open
today? Can the Chair please explain
why we can’t keep the entire Federal
Government open today?

O 1345

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Chair is prepared to rule.

The gentleman from Texas makes a
point of order that the instructions
proposed in the motion to recommit of-
fered by the gentlewoman from New
Hampshire are not germane.

The joint resolution extends funding
relating to the Department of Home-
land Security. The instructions in the
motion propose an order of business of
the House.

As the Chair most recently ruled on
October 9, 2013, a motion to recommit
proposing an order of business of the
House is not germane to a measure pro-
viding for the appropriation of funds
because such motion addresses a mat-
ter within the jurisdiction of a com-
mittee not represented in the under-
lying measure.

Therefore, the instructions propose a
non-germane amendment. The point of
order is sustained.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
appeal the ruling of the Chair.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Shall the decision of the
Chair stand as the judgment of the
House?

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
lay the appeal on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion to table.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this 15-
minute vote on the motion to table
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on
passage of the joint resolution, if aris-
ing without further proceedings in
recommital.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 226, nays
196, not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 539]

The

The

YEAS—226
Aderholt Calvert Denham
Amash Camp Dent
Amodei Campbell DeSantis
Bachmann Cantor DesJarlais
Bachus Capito Diaz-Balart
Barletta Carter Duffy
Barr Cassidy Duncan (SC)
Barton Chabot Duncan (TN)
Benishek Chaffetz Ellmers
Bentivolio Coble Farenthold
Bilirakis Coffman Fincher
Bishop (UT) Cole Fitzpatrick
Black Collins (GA) Fleischmann
Blackburn Collins (NY) Fleming
Boustany Conaway Flores
Brady (TX) Cook Forbes
Bridenstine Cotton Fortenberry
Brooks (AL) Cramer Foxx
Brooks (IN) Crawford Franks (AZ)
Broun (GA) Crenshaw Frelinghuysen
Buchanan Culberson Gardner
Bucshon Daines Garrett
Burgess Davis, Rodney Gerlach
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Gibbs

Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar

Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Guthrie

Hall

Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurt

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones

Jordan

Joyce

Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Latham
Latta
LoBiondo
Long

Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Marchant

Andrews
Barber
Barrow (GA)
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera (CA)
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette

Marino
Massie
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson
Palazzo
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Petri
Pittenger
Pitts
Poe (TX)
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Radel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen

NAYS—196

Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Enyart
Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fattah
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanabusa
Heck (WA)
Himes
Hinojosa
Holt

Honda
Horsford
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
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Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Royce
Runyan
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schock
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Stewart
Stivers
Stockman
Stutzman
Terry
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walorski
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IN)

Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maffei
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matheson
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McIntyre
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Michaud
Miller, George
Moore
Moran
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano

Neal Ruiz Swalwell (CA)
Negrete McLeod  Ruppersberger Takano
Nolan Ryan (OH) Thompson (CA)
O’Rourke Sanchez, Linda Thompson (MS)
Owens . Tierney
Pallone Sanchez, Loretta Titus
Pascrell Sarbanes Tonko
Pastor (AZ) Schakowsky Tsongas
Payne Schiff Van Hollen
Pelosi Schneider Vargas
Perlmutter Schrader Veasey
Peters (CA) Schwartz Vela
Peters (MI) Scott (VA) Velazquez
Peterson Scott, David Visclosky
Pingree (ME) Serrano Walz
Pocan Sewell (AL) Wasserman
Polis Shea-Porter Schultz
Price (NC) Sherman Waters
Quigley Sinema Watt
Rahall Sires Waxman
Rangel Slaughter Welch
Richmond Smith (WA) Wilson (FL)
Roybal-Allard Speier Yarmuth
NOT VOTING—9
Grimm Higgins Rush
Hastings (FL) Lummis Smith (NJ)
Herrera Beutler McCarthy (NY) Young (FL)
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Mr. CONYERS and Ms. BASS

changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to
unay.n

So the motion to table was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
539, | was detained in a hearing and missed
rollcall 539. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the joint
resolution.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 249, nays
175, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 540]

YEAS—249
Aderholt Camp Duncan (SC)
Amash Campbell Duncan (TN)
Amodei Cantor Ellmers
Bachmann Capito Farenthold
Bachus Carter Fincher
Barber Cassidy Fitzpatrick
Barletta Chabot Fleischmann
Barr Chaffetz Fleming
Barrow (GA) Coble Flores
Barton Coffman Forbes
Benishek Cole Fortenberry
Bentivolio Collins (GA) Foster
Bera (CA) Collins (NY) Foxx
Bilirakis Conaway Franks (AZ)
Bishop (UT) Cook Frelinghuysen
Black Cotton Gallego
Blackburn Cramer Garcia
Boustany Crawford Gardner
Brady (TX) Crenshaw Garrett
Braley (IA) Culberson Gerlach
Bridenstine Daines Gibbs
Brooks (AL) Davis, Rodney Gibson
Brooks (IN) DelBene Gingrey (GA)
Broun (GA) Denham Gohmert
Buchanan Dent Goodlatte
Bucshon DeSantis Gosar
Burgess DesJarlais Gowdy
Bustos Diaz-Balart Granger
Calvert Duffy Graves (GA)

Graves (MO)
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Guthrie

Hall

Hanna
Harper

Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Hensarling
Holding
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurt

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jones

Jordan

Joyce

Kelly (PA)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kline
Labrador
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Lankford
Latham
Latta
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Long

Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
Lynch
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Massie
Matheson
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock

Andrews
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
Deutch

McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson
Palazzo
Paulsen
Pearce
Perry
Peters (CA)
Peters (MI)
Petri
Pittenger
Pitts
Poe (TX)
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Radel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus

NAYS—175

Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Duckworth
Edwards
Ellison
Engel
Enyart
Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fattah
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Garamendi
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanabusa
Heck (WA)
Himes
Hinojosa
Holt

Honda
Horsford
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
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Royce

Ruiz
Runyan
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schneider
Schock
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Stewart
Stivers
Stockman
Stutzman
Terry
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walorski
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IN)

Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Maffei
Maloney,
Carolyn
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Michaud
Miller, George
Moore
Moran
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Negrete McLeod
Nolan
O’Rourke
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Payne
Pelosi
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Perlmutter Schiff Titus
Peterson Schrader Tonko
Pingree (ME) Schwartz Tsongas
Pocan Scott (VA) Van Hollen
Polis Scott, David Vargas
Price (NC) Serrano Veasey
Quigley Sewell (AL) Vela
Rahall Shea-Porter Velazquez
Rangel Sherman Visclosky
Richmond Sires Walz
Roybal-Allard Slaughter Wasserman
Ruppersberger Smith (WA) Schultz
Ryan (OH) Speier Waters
Sanchez, Linda Swalwell (CA) Watt

T. Takano Waxman
Sanchez, Loretta Thompson (CA) Welch
Sarbanes Thompson (MS) Wilson (FL)
Schakowsky Tierney Yarmuth

NOT VOTING—17

Grimm Higgins Young (FL)

Hastings (FL)
Herrera Beutler

McCarthy (NY)
Rush
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So the joint resolution was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, 1
come to the podium today in recogni-
tion of the passing of my predecessor
and one of the Members of this body.
Joining me at the podium are two
members of the Minnesota delegation.
Representative ERIK PAULSEN of Min-
nesota’s Third Congressional District
was a longtime friend of former United
States House of Representatives Mem-
ber and Senator, Rod Grams. Also join-
ing me at the podium is United States
Representative RICK NOLAN of Min-
nesota’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, which was also part of the terri-
tory represented by former Representa-
tive Rod Grams.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-
ute to a former Member of both this
House and the United States Senate
from the State of Minnesota, Rep-
resentative and Senator Rod Grams.
Rod peacefully passed away late Tues-
day evening after a lengthy battle with
cancer. He was only 65 years old.

Rod Grams was a very humble man of
principle. He grew up on a family farm
in Crown, in eastern Minnesota, where
he received his ‘‘eternal crown.” It was
the same farm that his father grew up
on. It is the farm where Rod acquired
his diligent, hardworking, Minnesota-
grown work ethic.

Rod Grams worked in broadcasting
for nearly 25 years in Minnesota. He
earned a reputation as a positive com-
municator who understood how to
speak with his fellow Minnesotans. He
then built his own business and real-
ized the happiness and challenges of
creating jobs and making a go of his
American Dream.

Rod lived life to the fullest, and he
showed others how to do the same. He
successfully navigated the real world,
which shaped his views before serving
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as Minnesota’s Sixth Congressional
District Representative and then the
entire State of Minnesota in the United
States Senate.

Rod Grams was dedicated to main-
taining personal liberty and doing ev-
erything within his power to protect
Americans against the constantly
growing size and scope of the Federal
Government’s intrusion into the lives
of real Americans that he represented
at this great Capitol. With his keen eye
and long-term vision, Minnesotans had
a dedicated advocate here in the Halls
of the United States Congress.

It was an honor for me and my hus-
band, Marcus, to know Rod Grams for
decades. He was a leader, an example,
but, more importantly, he was my
friend. My heart goes out to his wife,
Christine, to his four beautiful chil-
dren, and to the light of his life, his
grandchildren.

While Rod Grams will be greatly
missed here in this body, we take com-
fort in the fact that he contributed so
much by way of his service to the great
State of Minnesota and to our country.
We all benefit from Rod Grams’s monu-
mental legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I ask now that the
House of Representatives observe a mo-
ment of silence to honor the incredible
life of former United States Senator
Rod Grams.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RADEL). Will all Members please rise.

—————

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my colleague from Minnesota
for organizing this delegation, along
with Congressman XKLINE, who has
joined us as well, and acknowledge the
passing and remember a wonderful
servant from Minnesota, Congressman
and U.S. Senator Rod Grams, who lost
a very courageous battle to cancer re-
cently. He passed away peacefully with
his wife, Christine, by his side.

I actually got to know Rod Grams
first. Our families went to church to-
gether. I was just a young student, but
I always remembered Rod Grams not
only as a successful small businessman,
but someone who was a famous anchor-
man on Channel 9 KMSP. That is where
he got his start in politics. He left the
news and actually ran for Congress
back in 1992 and then the United States
Senate in 1994.

The one thing I will always remem-
ber about Rod Grams is that he always
maintained his small-town, rural Min-
nesota values. He embodied those val-
ues. He shared those values. He always
lived them to the fullest, and we re-
member his service to our State.

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS

(Mr. KLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleagues for being down here to re-
member somebody who was, in many
ways, bigger than life: big, tall Rod
Grams.

He wanted to do something for his
State and his country, and he did. He
came to the House of Representatives
to serve one term. While he was here in
his freshman term, he ran for the
United States Senate and won.

Rod had a lot of things he worked on,
but one of them was the child tax cred-
it. It was a long, tough slog that he
brought all the way across the finish
line, and that is just who Rod was. He
didn’t quit. He knew what he was
about. He was an independent thinker.
He was unafraid to take a stand and
speak up for his State and his country.

We will miss him.

———
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REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, I am proud to say
that Rod was a constituent of mine in
the last years of his life, running a
small town radio station at which he
did just a wonderfully good job.

He was always so thoughtful and so
dedicated to public service and so high-
ly regarded by all who knew him. He
was a wonderful public servant. He con-
tributed much to the well-being of Min-
nesota and to this Nation and to the ci-
vility of this Chamber, itself. His con-
tributions are enormous, and his pres-
ence will be forever apparent here, and
we will miss him greatly.

We extend our deepest, heartfelt
sympathies to the family and to all of
those who had the good fortune to
know and work with Rod Grams.

———

REMEMBERING ROD GRAMS

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I join my
colleagues here to simply pay great
tribute and honor to a dedicated public
servant—a person who loved his coun-
try, who put it all on the line for the
betterment of his neighbors and fellow
Americans. Rod Grams is a proud son
of Minnesota, and he will be deeply
missed.

———
YERTLE THE TURTLE

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, as we enter day 10 of this reckless
and irresponsible government shut-
down, I once again turn to Dr. Seuss,
the well-known author, best known for
being able to communicate well to
children.
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Some wisdom from ‘‘Yertle the Tur-
tle’’:

I am Yertle the Turtle. Oh, marvelous me,
for I am the ruler of all that I see.

Your majesty, please. I don’t like to com-
plain, but down here below, we are feeling
great pain.

———

THE REPUBLICAN SELF-IMPOSED
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Ms. BROWN of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to discuss how the Repub-
lican self-imposed government shut-
down is affecting our Nation’s vet-
erans. Just yesterday, VA Secretary
Shinseki testified in the Veterans Af-
fairs” Committee, and he put several
points straight ahead.

If the shutdown continues, there will
be over 3.8 million veterans who will
not receive disability compensation
payments. That means they will not
get their checks in the mail by Novem-
ber 1.

315,000 veterans and over 200,000 sur-
viving spouses or dependents will not
see their pension payments.

Education payments to more than
half a million veterans using the GI
Bill will end.

It is really very shameful that the
Republicans are doing this to our vet-
erans—over $6 billion in benefits. Near-
ly 5 million veterans and their families
will not receive their pension pay-
ments.

Shame on the Republican House of
Representatives.

THE INDEPENDENT BUDGET,

A BUDGET FOR VETERANS BY VETERANS,
October 3, 2013.

House Speaker JOHN BOEHNER,

Longworth House Office Building,

Washington, DC.

Senate Majority Leader HARRY REID,

Hart Senate Office Building,

Washington, DC.

House Minority Leader NANCY PELOSI,

Cannon House Office Building,

Washington, DC.

Senate Minority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL,

Russell Senate Office Building,

Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER, LEADER REID,
LEADER PELOSI AND LEADER MCCONNELL: On
behalf of The Independent Budget—co-au-
thored by AMVETS, Disabled American Vet-
erans, Paralyzed Veterans of America, and
Veterans of Foreign Wars—we would like to
express our tremendous disappointment that
Congress’ inability to pass a full annual
budget has led to a government shutdown.
Your failure is already causing real harm to
the brave men and women who have served
and sacrificed for this nation.

The current government shutdown has
stopped work on the more than 250,000 De-
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) disability
claims that are awaiting adjudication; com-
pensation, pension and education benefits
are in jeopardy of not being paid; Vocational
Rehabilitation offices are working with re-
duced staffs; and the Department of Labor’s
VETS programs and federal employment
OneStops are closed. These are real impacts
on veterans, many of whom are struggling to
transition back into civilian life.
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Furthermore, funding the operations of the
VA through short-term continuing resolu-
tions (CRs) or other stop-gap measures are
not acceptable solutions. Typically, short
term CRs don’t take into account the effects
of inflation or increased demand for VA ben-
efits and services. CRs also prevent VA from
starting or expanding critical programs and
disrupt or delay vital new research and con-
struction projects.

As the leaders of Congress, we call on you
to immediately take all actions necessary to
give final approval to legislation providing
the full year’s FY 2014 appropriation for all
veterans programs. Our organizations and
the millions of veterans we represent will no
longer tolerate Congress leveraging vet-
erans’ health and wellbeing to achieve unre-
lated political ends.

In order to prevent future disruptions to
veterans’ programs, we also urge you to ap-
prove legislation that would extend advance
appropriations to all VA discretionary and
mandatory appropriations accounts. Ad-
vance appropriations have shielded VA
health care from most of the harmful effects
of the current government shutdown as well
as prior continuing resolutions. Now Con-
gress must provide the same protections to
all remaining discretionary and mandatorily
funded veterans programs, including dis-
ability compensation processing and pay-
ments. There are currently bills pending in
both the House (H.R. 813) and the Senate (S.
932) that could be quickly amended and ap-
proved to achieve this goal.

Both government shutdowns and con-
tinuing resolutions represent failures in
leadership. Congress’ obligation to veterans
does not start in the eleventh hour of a na-
tional crisis; you have an obligation to pass
a timely, sufficient budget for all veterans
programs, benefits and services.

On behalf of our organizations and all of
America’s veterans, their families and sur-
vivors, we call on you to work together to
immediately approve a full year’s appropria-
tion for all veterans programs, and subse-
quently to approve pending legislation to ex-
tend advance appropriations to all VA dis-
cretionary and mandatory funding. Anything
less is unacceptable to the men and women
who have served this nation in uniform.

Sincerely,
STEWART M. HICKEY,
National Executive Di-
rector, AMVETS.
GARRY J. AUGUSTINE,

Ezecutive Director,
Disabled  American
Veterans.

HOMER S. TOWNSEND, JR.,

Ezxecutive Director,
Paralyzed Veterans
of America.

ROBERT E. WALLACE,

Ezxecutive Director,

Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United
States.
[From ABC News Chicago—Associated Press,
Oct. 9, 2013]
2013 GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN COULD HIT
MILLIONS OF VETS, VA CHIEF SAYS
WASHINGTON.—The government shutdown
is having a big impact on the country’s mili-
tary. One problem—funding the death benefit
of military families—has been solved. An-
other issue—veterans benefits—could turn
into a massive headache later this month.
VA hospitals, like Jesse Brown on the West
Side, are open during the government shut-
down. But veterans are concerned that dis-
ability and other checks could be in jeop-
ardy.
“I got a little money saved up, but a lot of
guys here live from check to check, month

H6475

to month, that’s going to be the hard part,”
said Jesus Lebron, Vietnam Vet and Purple
Heart recipient.

“I think very few of us are prepared for
this—we just have to weather that storm,”
said David Brewster, Vietnam War veteran.

Vets are worried after the VA secretary
testified on Capitol Hill Wednesday, warning
politicians that the shutdown has slowed the
process for disability claims—and the impact
could be widespread.

“It’s over 5 million individuals who will be
involved. This is serious. And I'm hoping the
leadership of this committee will help us re-
solve it,” said Eric Shinseki, VA secretary.

Shinseki broke down the numbers like
this: 3.8 million vets will not receive dis-
ability compensation; 315,000 vets and 202,000
surviving spouses or dependents will see pen-
sion payments stopped. And because of that,
vets are disappointed with elected officials.

“We put our butts on the line. I would like
to see them put their butts on the line,” said
Leonard Soria, Vietnam War veteran.

In the meantime, the caskets of 4 fallen
soldiers killed in Afghanistan arrived at
Dover Air Force Base on Wednesday after-
noon. Their families scrambled to raise
money for funerals because they did not im-
mediately get the $100,000 death gratuity be-
cause of the government shutdown.

‘“She sacrificed for the country, for her
family. Why wouldn’t that be taken care of?
There is no excuse,” said Alexandra DiBella,
friend of Army 1st Lit. Jennifer Moreno.

Late this afternoon, Congress took action
to fix that problem by approving the death
gratuity. That impacts 26 families who have
had loved ones die since the shutdown.

It’s important to note, however, that all
VA hospitals will remain open during the
shutdown.

In all, more than $6 billion in benefits to
about 5 million veterans and their families
would be halted with an extended shutdown.

In some areas, like health care, there have
been few adverse effects. Health care services
are funded a year in advance. In others, such
as reducing the claims backlog, Shinseki
noted that the backlog has increased by 2,000
since the shutdown began Oct. 1.

At the end of September, the disability
claims backlog stood at 418,500, a drop of
about 31 percent over the previous six
months.

Shinseki drew comparisons to the last
shutdown in 1996, a time of sustained peace.
The current shutdown occurs as the war in
Afghanistan is in its 13th year and as hun-
dreds of thousands have returned from Iraq.
They are enrolling in VA care at higher rates
than previous generations of veterans.

‘“They, along with the veterans of every
preceding generation, will be harmed if the
shutdown continues,”” Shinseki said.

Rep. Jeff Miller, the Republican chairman
of the committee, questioned whether the
Obama administration had been forthcoming
enough in letting veterans know the impact
of the shutdown. For example, VA’s initial
guidance did not mention any impact on
payments to veterans or the processing of
their benefits, although it was updated be-
fore the shutdown began.

Miller said a statement by President
Barack Obama made it unclear about wheth-
er veterans would be able to continue getting
counseling for PTSD. They can, at any VA
health care facility.

“We’ve had some difficulty in the last cou-
ple of weeks getting good information about
VA’s contingency plan and the effects a lapse
in appropriation would have on veterans,”
Miller said.

Shinseki said the VA has confronted ‘‘un-
precedented legal and programmatic ques-
tions” and would do its best to keep law-
makers informed.
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The House has passed legislation that
would provide veterans disability, pension
and other benefits if the shutdown is pro-
longed. But the White House has urged law-
makers not to take a piecemeal approach to
continuing government services.

Shinseki made that case as well, saying
it’s not the best solution for veterans. He
noted that even if the VA were fully funded,
some services to veterans would suffer.

He said the Labor Department has largely
shut down its VETS program, which provides
employment and counseling services to vet-
erans. The Small Business Administration
has closed 10 centers focused on helping vet-
erans create and operate businesses. And the
Housing and Urban Development Depart-
ment is not issuing vouchers to newly home-
less vets, though those already receiving the
housing aid will still get it.

White House spokesman Jay Carney said
Wednesday that veterans had done their job
and that it was time for Congress to do its
job.

Mitch McConnell’s spokesman, Don Stew-
art, noted that the senator pushed for a vote
on House-passed legislation that would pro-
tect disability benefits, but Majority Leader
Harry Reid objected.

“Maybe Carney should give him a call,”
Stewart said.

The shutdown has disrupted the generally
bipartisan workings of the veterans commit-
tees in both chambers.

“Do you think Senator Reid doesn’t like
our veterans or the VA in particular?’”’ Rep.
Tim Huelskamp, R-Kan., asked Wednesday.

‘“Personally, I think he very highly values
veterans,” responded Shinseki, the only Cab-
inet member to testify before a congres-
sional committee since the partial shutdown
began. ‘‘As to why we are unable, Congress is
unable to do its business, I will leave to the
members to discuss.”

Meanwhile, some Democrats said a GOP
bill passed last week that would continue to
fund disability payments didn’t include
money for such things as medical or pros-
thetic research and no money to maintain
national cemeteries or various construction
projects.

“I keep hearing the Senate, the Senate. I
put the responsibility directly in the House.
We could pass a clean (continuing resolu-
tion) and you wouldn’t be sitting here,” said
Rep. Corrine Brown, D-Fla. ‘I don’t blame
the Senate. I thank God for the Senate.”

Miller said there was bipartisan support in
the House for legislation that would fund the
entire Department of Veterans Affairs a full
year in advance so it—so it would not be sub-
ject to end-of-the-year brinkmanship. The
VA had so far not endorsed the effort.

————

OBAMACARE AND OUR NATIONAL
DEBT

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, in the con-
text of the debate that is going on in
the country right now about how we
get our national finances in order, I
think it is very important to remember
that it would be unfair for future gen-
erations of Americans—for our Kkids
and our grandkids—if we raise the debt
ceiling without making the reforms
necessary to get government spending
under control. No one wants to default
on our national debt, but no one should
want to leave mountains of debt to our
future children and grandchildren.
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Congress must continue to focus on
reforming government to avert a na-
tional debt crisis. The President says
ObamaCare shouldn’t be part of the
discussion related to funding the gov-
ernment or to raising the debt limit,
but ObamaCare is fundamentally con-
nected to spending and debt. The Presi-
dent’s signature health care law, after
all, was passed through the reconcili-
ation process, which is reserved exclu-
sively for budget-related bills.

For those who use this special budget
process to now say that it is not budg-
et-related is very cynical. ObamaCare’s
projected cost has more than doubled
since the President originally claimed
it would reduce the deficit. It will cost
this country $2 trillion over the next 10
years. I urge everyone to remember
that ObamaCare is part of the discus-
sion about how we reduce our national
debt.

IN MEMORY OF NEVADA
ASSEMBLYWOMAN PEGGY PIERCE

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I come
to the floor today saddened by the
news that Nevada Assemblywoman
Peggy Pierce has passed away.

She was the staunch liberal con-
science of the Nevada State Legisla-
ture, but she commanded respect from
both sides of the aisle because of her
steadfast belief in her principles, be-
cause she was a hard worker and be-
cause she cared so deeply about the
well-being of her constituents and the
people of Nevada.

I first met Peggy before her time in
the assembly, when she was a fellow or-
ganizer, helping to coordinate rapid re-
sponse for displaced workers in Las
Vegas after the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11. She was as committed to
helping others then as she was in her
tenure in the Nevada State Legisla-
ture.

She succumbed to cancer, but she did
not lose the fight. She put her con-
stituents before herself, and in that
sense, she had always been a true pub-
lic servant.

My thoughts and prayers are with
her family.

You will truly be missed, my friend.

———————

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN IN THE
GOLDEN STATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. TAKANO) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, today, I
will be hosting a number of Members
from my home State of California, a
State in which the population is so di-
verse and in which the culture is so
rich that it is often described as a mi-
crocosm of America.

Every language, every mnationality,
every ethnicity is represented in the
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Golden State—a State that is the 12th-
largest economy in the world. Califor-
nia’s economy is so big that its GDP ri-
vals that of some full-blown, industri-
alized nations, including those of Aus-
tralia, Spain, Mexico, and South Korea.
The economy in California is crucial to
the national economy.

I am here tonight with my colleagues
to speak against the government shut-
down that has been manufactured and
orchestrated by the House Repub-
licans—a shutdown that is harming the
national economy, a shutdown that is
harming the California economy and a
shutdown that is harming the very
communities that we represent.

In my district, the 41st District,
which represents Riverside, Moreno
Valley, Perris, the largest employer is
March Air Reserve Base, with 8,500 peo-
ple working at the base in some capac-
ity. When the shutdown hit, 500 of
these workers were affected by the fur-
loughs. While Congress passed legisla-
tion allowing these employees to go
back to work, roughly 1,000 National
Guardsmen at the base still will not be
able to drill this month and will not re-
ceive pay.

It is not just our servicemembers
who are hurt by this reckless shut-
down. Low-income children in my dis-
trict are suffering, too. The Riverside
County Office of Education receives
Federal funding through the Head
Start program in order to provide
childhood development services and to
promote school readiness for children
under the age of 5. Because of this
shutdown, the county is not able to
draw down their grant money, jeopard-
izing these vital services for nearly
3,500 young children in my county.

About an hour east of my district is
Joshua Tree National Park, where 92
park employees were given furlough
notices. When the shutdown happened,
park rangers were forced to notify
campers that they had to vacate the
park within 48 hours. There are 7,000
people a day who visit Joshua Tree Na-
tional Park, and this shutdown is esti-
mated to cost nearly $8,000 a day.

Not just the park and its employees
are going to suffer; local businesses
will suffer as well. A cafe next to the
park normally has a line out the door.
The other day, the manager reported
that the cafe made only $39. This is a
small business, Mr. Speaker.

We have to end this shutdown, not
just for the furloughed public employ-
ees but for small businesses like that
cafe.

I am very pleased to be joined by sev-
eral of my California colleagues, the
first of whom is from southern Cali-
fornia, the distinguished gentleman,
ALAN LOWENTHAL. He represents the
cities of Long Beach, Garden Grove and
Cypress. He sits on the Foreign Affairs
Committee and the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

I am happy to yield to the gentleman
from California’s 47th District.

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Thank you, Con-
gressman TAKANO.
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Our economy, as you pointed out, is
being held hostage by Speaker BOEH-
NER for his refusal to put forth a clean
budget funding bill, what is called a
‘“‘continuing resolution,” after we
Democrats agreed to use his number.
This is keeping us from really dealing
with the real job of Congress also,
which is to create jobs and to grow the
economy.

I've been talking to people in my dis-
trict to get some specific examples of
some of the impacts of this irrespon-
sible shutdown. Then I would like to
also talk about some of the personal
experiences that people have called me
and told me about.

For example, in terms of one of my
cities, the largest city in my district—
the city of Long Beach—I will talk
about the Small Business Administra-
tion, the SBA. In the 47th Congres-
sional District, the SBA gives approxi-
mately $308,000 in loans per day. It has
not given out one loan to small busi-
nesses in California’s 47th Congres-
sional District since the government
was shut down.

What about Women, Infants, and
Children, the WIC program? In Long
Beach alone, 25,000 women and children
use WIC vouchers. That is to keep peo-
ple from starving. That is to provide
food. That funding runs out this
month, and there is no other money to
provide any funding for the WIC pro-
gram.

What about housing? There are 23,000
people in the city of Long Beach, and
6,600 housing units receive section 8
vouchers. They pay their rent once a
month with these vouchers, and those
apartments and those units get reim-
bursed by the government. There will
be no payments to landlords in the city
of Long Beach with section 8 vouchers.
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But that is just kind of the overview.
What about some of the specifics?

Over 20 years ago, a dear friend of
mine opened a card shop right near our
house in part of the revitalization. I
don’t want to mention his name, but he
opens this shop in the city, works very
well, part of the revitalization.

About a year and a half ago, he hurts
his leg, goes to the hospital, and finds
out that he has, unfortunately, ALS, or
Lou Gehrig’s disease. This past Decem-
ber, he loses his business because he
can no longer operate, and today he
lies in his living room almost totally
paralyzed and barely able to breath on
oxygen.

His partner of 24 years—he and his
partner adopted a child 19 years ago,
who is now 19—his partner is employed
by the Department of Defense. He was
furloughed. So my dear friend and his
partner do not know how they are
going to pay their mortgage as he lies
in his living room gasping for air. This
is not the America that we know.

I have another constituent who is a
young lieutenant in a local police
agency, local law enforcement agency.
After 2 years of applying and going
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through all the applications to enter
the Federal Bureau of Investigations,
an 1l-week training program here in
Washington, 211 of the most selected
and highly chosen people throughout 48
States and 24 nations arrived last Mon-
day and Tuesday—they closed down the
FBI training facility. All the instruc-
tors were furloughed. He will lose his
opportunity, the one opportunity to
move forward that he had, because we
and the Speaker will not bring up—this
Congress cannot act, and the Speaker
will not bring up a clean funding bill.

I will close by bringing up one other
email that I received:

Currently, an exempt Federal employee
working but not being paid, I will be default-
ing on my mortgage, unable to pay several
obligations. However, stay strong in your re-
solve. Do not succumb to extortion. We, the
people, are suffering. Your colleagues are
clueless and, apparently, heartless as well.
Please remind them who they work for—we,
the people. I am a civil servant. So are Con-
gressmen and Congresswomen. It is time for
a wake-up call in the Capitol.

Mr. TAKANO. Thank you, Mr.
LOWENTHAL. I appreciate it. I know you
have to run on to a committee, and
good luck.

Next, I now yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUFFMAN), my
friend and colleague from the Second
District, a great leader in the environ-
ment, somebody who, in the California
Legislature, authored some landmark
bills that have improved the environ-
ment. He is also among one of the most
progressive Members of this body. I sit
with him in the Progressive Caucus.
Representative JARED HUFFMAN of
California’s Second District, which in-
cludes the cities of Crescent City, Fort
Bragg, San Rafael, and other cities. He
sits on the Budget Committee as well
as the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. HUFFMAN. I want to thank my
friend from inland southern California
very much for including me in this
Special Order hour.

There are so many ways in which this
Republican government shutdown is
hurting the people of California, hurt-
ing the people of my district. But I just
wanted to speak for a few minutes
about some very particular ways in my
district that people are feeling the
pain.

The Second District of California is
an amazing place. I am honored to rep-
resent it. One of the things that makes
it special are the abundant public
lands. We have protected coasts, parks,
recreation areas, forests, and wilder-
ness areas. These public lands are es-
sential to our region’s tourism, recre-
ation, and resource economy.

The north coast’s tourism economy
is a big deal. It creates $3.5 billion in
annual tourism spending, more than
42,000 jobs, and nearly $225 million in
local and State tax revenue. Visitors
from all over America—and, in fact, all
over the world—come to our public
lands. Thanks to the Republican shut-
down, much of that economic activity
is grinding to a halt.
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The Point Reyes National Seashore
is closed. In 2011, this seashore received
2.1 million visitors and brought in $93.3
million in economic activity to the
area. The shutdown is starting to im-
pact small business owners in and
around the park in West Marin. These
are folks who subsist on the tourism
dollars that this world-famous seashore
and working landscape attracts.

Nearby, the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area is also closed. That
collection of lands welcomes 14.5 mil-
lion visitors a year. The spending on an
annual basis is nearly $300 million for
the region because of that visitation.
The commissaries and vendors right
now are shut down. They aren’t pur-
chasing the locally-sourced food that
they serve. They are further hurting
the Marin and Sonoma County farms
and dairies because of that shutdown.

Tourism is one of the most important
drivers of Mendocino County’s econ-
omy further to the north. It pumps in
$314 million directly to that county’s
economy. That was in the year 2011.
Seventy-four percent of the visitors to
the county come to the public lands—
lands that are now closed.

What about California’s redwood
coast further north in Humboldt Coun-
ty? You guessed it: Redwood National
Park is being forced to turn away visi-
tors.

Yet, in response to the shutdown,
this House has spent the last week vot-
ing on Band-Aid bills that attempt to
pit one part of government or one pro-
gram against all the others. This is a
surreal proposition: the idea that our
economy is hemorrhaging more than
$300 million a day because of this polit-
ical stunt and our GOP majority offers
these Band-Aid bills that aren’t going
to end it. The Senate is not going to
take up and approve these bills, and
the President has made it clear that he
would veto them even if they did. So
this is not going to solve the problem;
but that, unfortunately, is how we have
been spending our time.

These are not honest attempts to re-
store funding for our public lands.
They wouldn’t begin to undo the dam-
age that this shutdown is doing to our
resources and our recreational indus-
tries. The House majority is pursuing a
cynical PR strategy. It is creating Hol-
lywood storefronts rather than seri-
ously trying to reopen our government.

Even if these piecemeal bills were to
pass, let’s not pretend that it would
solve the problem. To give you just one
example, one of the Band-Aid bills that
we debated and voted on over the last
week pretended to reopen our parks,
and yet it would not reopen—it com-
pletely ignores, in fact—the 2.4 million
acres of National Forest Service land.
There are many other examples of park
and recreation areas and public lands
that would have been left behind and
still subject to the government shut-
down.

In my congressional district, we have
major Forest Service lands and a For-
est Service presence. Many people in
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businesses rely on our national forests
being open for business. Just this week,
I got word that a salvage logging oper-
ation in the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest is at risk of being shut down be-
cause of where we are with this Repub-
lican government shutdown. This is a
salvage logging operation in the wake
of a serious fire that we have seen. It is
a consensus project to harvest trees, to
avoid public hazards, to do something
that is good for the forest, good for the
local economy, and it is at risk of not
happening because of this political
stunt. This is causing real economic
damage and potentially real fire safety
damage to the communities that I rep-
resent.

So let’s stop posturing. Let’s stop the
PR stunts. Let’s stop the Hollywood
storefronts. Stop deflecting, stop in-
sulting the intelligence of the Amer-
ican people. Let’s have an up or down
vote to reopen our public lands and, in-
deed, to reopen our government.

Mr. TAKANO. Thank you, Mr.
HUFFMAN. If you want to—care to stay
just a few minutes to have a little
back-and-forth.

Mr. HUFFMAN. I would.

Mr. TAKANO. We come from dif-
ferent parts of our great State of Cali-
fornia. I know we both share a deep
love for our State. I have been to your
district, to Sonoma and the great for-
ests that you have in your district. It
is a terrible thing to see, just as Cali-
fornia is coming out of this recession—
I don’t know about you, but I visited a
number of these businesses during the
congressional break, during the work
period, during August and early Sep-
tember, and there were so many hope-
ful stories about people saying, We
have gotten through this hump, we
have gotten through the worst of the
2008, 2009, and 2010 recession. There was
even talk that real estate in my area of
the State, which was hit hard, was
coming back. I told all these folks I am
so glad to hear these wonderful stories.

I just hope that we don’t, in Wash-
ington, end up, through any unneces-
sary actions, irresponsible and reckless
actions, set back the gains that we
have made. I don’t know about you, but
in my district, certainly, I can see how
shutting down the government and
threatening to not raise the debt ceil-
ing would have just tremendous ad-
verse consequences on the twelfth larg-
est economy in the world.

Mr. HUFFMAN. There is no doubt
about it. I think you are exactly right.
Of course, prior to my election in Con-
gress, I spent 6 years in the California
Legislature, where we had our own fis-
cal crises and, yes, at times the govern-

ment practically shut down. We
worked through it. We found com-
promise.

You are absolutely right, Congress-
man. California is on the verge of a tre-
mendous comeback. Jobs are coming
in; investment is coming into our
State. Things are really beginning to
happen in a great way in the State of
California after a tough period.
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Just as it seems we are getting start-
ed, along comes this Federal Govern-
ment shutdown with so many impacts
to our economy. The debates that we
have here in Washington don’t even
scratch the surface of how this is hurt-
ing people and undermining consumer
confidence and setting us back in
places like California, where we have
the potential to do enormous things in
terms of research and so many other
ways we contribute to the national
economy.

Mr. TAKANO. Thank you so much for
coming down to speak about how this
shutdown, this GOP-imposed shutdown,
manufactured shutdown, and how this
threat to not raise the debt limit is
jeopardizing our entire Nation. But we
in California are a tremendous engine
behind the whole big picture of the eco-
nomic mind of our country. An econ-
omy which represents 12 percent of the
global economy is nothing to be cava-
lier about.

Mr. HUFFMAN. Absolutely. As we
talk about this incredible economic
damage and risk that politicians are
taking with our economy, what I am
hearing from my district is how incred-
ulous people are because there is such
an obvious and simple solution and
way forward.

Let’s have an up-or-down vote on
whether we should continue this gov-
ernment shutdown or end it, and even
end it, at least temporarily, on Repub-
lican budget numbers. That seems so
eminently reasonable and sensible. In
fact, it was the deal that one House
struck and advanced out of that House
with bipartisan action. Yet here we are
in the House of Representatives with a
small faction rejecting that deal, hold-
ing the entire country’s economy po-
tentially hostage for political reasons.
It is just something my constituents
can’t understand.

Mr. TAKANO. I thank the gentleman.

Now, I would like to recognize the
distinguished gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD), a Rep-
resentative from a mneighboring dis-
trict, California’s 35th District. I have
known Congresswoman GLORIA
NEGRETE MCLEOD, gosh, more than 20
years, when we both began our careers
as community college trustees. It is
such a great honor to serve alongside
her and sit in this Chamber sometimes
when we are voting. She sits on the
Committee on Agriculture and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, on
which I also sit. We are both com-
mitted to the huge veterans population
that we have in the inland empire of
the region of California that we both
represent in inland southern Cali-

fornia.

Mrs. NEGRETE McLEOD. Thank
you.

Mr. Speaker, with each day that

passes that the Nation is in govern-
ment shutdown, we put the very liveli-
hood of Americans and the economy in
uncertainty: like the over 3,800 Federal
employees who live in the 35th Con-
gressional District, these are all hard-
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working men and women in the Federal
Government workforce; like the con-
stituent who wrote us asking why
death benefits for veterans were not
being paid out; like the dairy owner
that called this very morning and
wanted to know why they had not re-
ceived money that was owed to them
from the Federal Government.
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These are just a few of the cases that
are going on in my district; and while
progress has been made in the Nation’s
economic recovery from the greatest
recession since the last depression, the
Federal Government’s shutdown ham-
pers that very recovery. The shutdown
sends a bad message to the business
community, that government is unreli-
able.

The 356th District’s constituents are
not being helped by the Small Business
Administration because of the shut-
down. The SBA is currently approving
zero general small business, real es-
tate, and equipment loans. This hurts
the economic development of Califor-
nia’s 35th Congressional District.

Last year, the SBA approved almost
$5600,000 a day in small business, real es-
tate, and equipment loans in my dis-
trict. This money enabled job growth
and benefited the community by spur-
ring economic development in the re-
gion. This equates to more than $1 bil-
lion not currently being lent to small
businesses across the country in 1
month. Businesses in my district, the
State, and across the Nation are losing
money every day because of the gov-
ernment shutdown. We should be help-
ing businesses start up and grow. We
should be doing everything we can to
grow jobs and grow our economy. Con-
gress should not be an impediment that
slows prosperity in America.

Without a solution to the Federal
Government shutdown, low-income
women and children will suffer without
programs that Congress fought hard to
secure. Federally funded programs like
the Women, Infants, and Children pro-
gram, commonly known as WIC, is at
risk of having its funding diminished
under a government shutdown. WIC
provides nutrition education and
healthy foods, enabling families to
make lifelong healthy eating and life-
style choices.

In California alone, 1.5 million low-
income women and children will be im-
pacted should Congress not act to end
this shutdown. This is at a time when
27 percent of California’s children are
considered to be food insecure, children
lacking access to enough food or nutri-
tionally adequate food.

Letting a government shutdown
occur when children’s nutrition is at
risk is irresponsible. Let us be part of
the solution and end political games-
manship that hurts average Americans.
Let us feed America’s hungry children.
Let us get businesses back to business
and help America prosper.

Mr. TAKANO. I thank my friend and
colleague, the gentlelady from Califor-
nia’s 35th Congressional District, GLO-
RIA NEGRETE MCLEOD.
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Now I yield to a true champion of
small business. She sits on the Small
Business Committee, as well as the Ju-
diciary Committee. Representative
JUDY CHU has been a friend of mine in
California. I know her from various
roles we have played in California gov-
ernance. She represents California’s
27th District, which includes Pasadena,
Rosemead, Monterey Park, and many
other communities. I yield to the gen-
tlelady.

Ms. CHU.
TAKANO.

Last week, domestic violence shel-
ters and rape crisis centers all across
the country got a notice from the Fed-
eral Office of Justice Programs that as
of last Friday, thanks to this Repub-
lican shutdown, they will not be able
to draw down the funds they normally
rely on and may have to stop oper-
ating.

The shelters in my district showed
me the notice, and it gave us all chills.
They would be forced to shut their
doors, leaving abused victims and chil-
dren with nowhere else to turn.

Just yesterday, I was in a Judiciary
hearing in which an advocate said that
their agency had just seen a young girl
who was beaten, tortured, and raped
for 5 hours. If these centers are not
open, where is a girl like this to go?

As a former rape crisis counselor, I
know firsthand the damage that do-
mestic violence and sexual assault
causes. We can’t just leave these vic-
tims to fend for themselves, vulnerable
to their abusers at the most critical
times of their lives. That is why agen-
cies in my district, like YWCA Wangs
Haven House, the San Gabriel Valley
Center, Asian Women’s Center, and
House of Ruth, exist, to help victims
get their lives together.

This GOP shutdown is beyond shame-
ful; it is disgusting. Enough already. It
is time to end the shutdown. It is time
to let us vote.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the very distinguished ranking member
of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. I have known Representative
MAXINE WATERS also for a number of
years, more than I care to even sort of
count. She represents California’s 43rd
District, which includes south Los An-
geles, Hawthorne, and Inglewood.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman TAKANO for organizing
this very special Special Order so that
we can talk about what is happening
with our great State of California.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to once
again call for an end to this unneces-
sary government shutdown and talk

I thank Congressman
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about the significant consequences it is
having for the people of my district,
California’s 43rd.

The recession hit the people of my
district hard. Delinquencies, fore-
closures, and job losses crippled our
economy and our neighborhoods. Five
years later, we are just beginning to
emerge from these hard times.

But the irresponsibility of the Repub-
lican Party has threatened our fragile
recovery. Their strategy, planned and
financed by extremists like the Koch
brothers, Heritage Action, and the Club
For Growth, is to hold the American
people and the economy hostage in
order to push an extremist ideology.

Their desire to eliminate the Afford-
able Care Act is misguided, wrong, and
harmful to the American people. The
Affordable Care Act is the law of the
land. It has been validated by the re-
election of President Obama and sup-
ported by the Supreme Court of the
United States of America. It is settled
law, and we should not be threatening
American jobs and the American econ-
omy to repeal it.

Mr. Speaker, veterans in my district
are being harmed by the shutdown. If
this unnecessary stalemate does not
end by November 1, the Veterans Af-
fairs Department will not be able to
issue checks to more than 5 million
beneficiaries. This is unacceptable.

In addition, small businesses in my
district are being severely harmed. The
Small Business Administration’s lend-
ing program has been stopped, and the
process to obtain government con-
tracts has also been halted. In 2012, the
SBA approved over $366,000 in small
business, real estate, and equipment
loans every day in my district. Each
day this senseless shutdown continues,
hundreds of thousands of dollars in eco-
nomic development all across my dis-
trict is being undermined.

In Torrance, Inglewood, Gardena,
Hawthorne, Lawndale, and Los Angeles
itself, retail stores, restaurants, and
small businesses are hurting because of
the shutdown. Prominent business
groups in my district, such as the Los
Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce,
the Torrance Chamber of Commerce,
California Chamber of Commerce, Cali-
fornia Manufacturers and Technology
Association, and 14 other local cham-
bers of commerce across the State have
all said that the impacts of a shutdown
could be harmful and disruptive to
their businesses.

The Republican Party likes to talk
about how much they support small
businesses, but when extremist billion-
aires like the XKoch brothers start
throwing their money around, Repub-
licans tell small business owners, You
are on your own.

The Head Start program, which has
put thousands of children on a solid
path to a well-rounded education, has
effectively closed services in many
States and regions across the country.
California is no exception. I am out-
raged that our Nation’s children are
suffering the consequences of these Re-
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publican games. The Republican se-
quester already cut 57,000 children from
Head Start. This program is a crucial
lifeline in my district, combating pov-
erty and making our communities
safer, better places to live. We need to
restore it today.

Finally, I want to discuss the shut-
down’s serious impact on California’s
fledgling housing market. My district’s
housing market is finally finding its
footing after years of instability. The
Republican shutdown is throwing a
massive wrench in that process. A pro-
longed shutdown will cause tremendous
harm to home buyers seeking to close
on mortgage loans. These delays are
detrimental to all home buyers, but
particularly those who are buying for
the first time.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow will mark the
first paycheck many affected employ-
ees will miss as a result of the shut-
down. These are hardships many in my
district cannot afford. Each day this
senseless shutdown continues risks fur-
ther irreparable damage to my dis-
trict’s economy, families, and busi-
nesses. It must end now.

Just yesterday, we heard more bad
news for our State. Governor Jerry
Brown announced that he will soon be
forced to make the difficult decision of
whether the State will pay for the con-
tinued operation of Federal programs
used by millions of Californians. These
include programs such as the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
subsidized school meals, and nutrition
assistance for pregnant women and in-
fants, all of which could be interrupted
in November.

I urge my Republican colleagues to
stop using the American people and the
American economy as pawns in this de-
bate. It is time for the Republican
Party to end this ridiculous game and
open the government today.

I thank Congressman TAKANO for or-
ganizing this very important Special
Order.

Mr. TAKANO. I thank the gentlelady
for participating. We both love our
State. It is such an honor to serve with
you in this body.

I now yield to the distinguished gen-
tleman who represents California’s 29th
District. He sits on the Committee on
Natural Resources, the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform,
and the Committee on the Budget, Rep-
resentative TONY CARDENAS, who was
also formerly of the California State
Legislature. His district includes the
cities of Van Nuys, North Hollywood,
and other areas of the San Fernando
Valley. |

Mr. CARDENAS. I thank my col-
league for yielding me this time, and
thank you for putting this opportunity
together, Congressman TAKANO.

It is a great opportunity to speak
here today. I would like to speak to
what this is costing my district, and
this is just a microcosm of what this
Republican shutdown is costing all dis-
tricts in America, all communities in
the United States of America.
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Recently, some of my colleagues here
in the House have chosen to harm
America, harm American families, sen-
iors, veterans, and businesses across
the country. They have refused to do
their job of providing a budget for
America, a budget which would simply
pay our Nation’s bills. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, this is something every family
in America has to do. We must pass a
reasonable budget. We must reopen our
government. Every day we sit on the
sidelines, American families and busi-
nesses are losing. They are suffering.
There is $300 million in economic loss
every day. That is $300 million a day,
poof, gone.

When I am at home talking to the
people I am proud to represent, their
number one concern is creating well-
paying American jobs. This Republican
shutdown demonstrates how out of
touch the party is with the needs of
working-class families who are focused
on feeding their families and making
ends meet. This Republican shutdown
hurts America.

In my district alone, the shutdown
has stalled the completion of a major
project for the Mission City Commu-
nity Network, a health network that
provides medical, dental, and mental
health services. Once construction is
completed—eventually—they will be
able to help 10,000 patients a year going
forward. However, this program is
stalled because Republicans refuse to
allow a vote on a budget.

Congress needs to stop the fighting
and should focus on growing our econ-
omy. The uncertainty about how long
the shutdown will last is crippling our
economy. The possibility of defaulting
on America’s bills is having a serious
and negative impact on our position as
the greatest country in the world.
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It is important for the government to
provide stability and security for the
people and businesses in our country,
and the world is watching us.

This shutdown has sent 800,000 Amer-
icans home, telling them don’t go to
work. For example, in my district, I
have a Federal building where hun-
dreds of Americans work every single
day serving my community. I went to
that building just a few days ago, and
it is closed down. The only person that
I found working there now is one secu-
rity guard.

American families cannot afford to
wait on Republicans who are holding
the Nation’s economy hostage. For ex-
ample, even children are affected. Head
Start programs in my district are won-
dering how long they are going to be
able to keep their doors open before
they turn those children away. Every
time we say that those 800,000 people
are not going to work, those govern-
ment workers, just ask the corner gro-
cery store, the restaurants how they
feel about this shutdown. It is affecting
everybody, public and private busi-
nesses alike.

I want to bring to your attention
that it was just reported to me that the
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districts around Los Angeles, including
the one that I represent, that every day
the average amount of money that is
lent to small businesses is $360,000 in
loans a day from the Small Business
Administration. That is more than $7.5
million per month. Last year in our
district, more than $84 million in loans
were approved. That is the equivalent
of 2,400 new jobs last year. That is good
government at work. However, now
that the Republican shutdown is in full
force and in place, zero dollars are
being lent out through the SBA in my
district. That means zero new jobs
every single day that the Republican
shutdown is in place.

I am very proud to say that I grew up
in a family where my mother and fa-
ther made ends meet to raise us 11
American citizens, and I am very proud
that they raised us in a nice, clean,
good environment. I have brothers and
sisters who have gone to college to get
their doctorate degrees, master’s de-
grees, bachelor’s degrees; and I am very
proud to say I worked with my engi-
neering degree for a while, but then I
decided to strike out on my own and
run my own business. I know what it is
like when a business is trying to grow.
And when you don’t have access to cap-
ital, you don’t grow; if you don’t grow,
you don’t create new jobs.

I just wanted to make sure that peo-
ple understand what it means when the
Federal SBA stops lending money.
When they stop lending money, new
jobs stop in communities throughout
America.

House Republicans must allow us to
do the one thing Americans want more
than anything else from our Congress,
and that is to let us pay our bills, let
us act responsibly, and let us put
Americans back to work. It is simply
that, ladies and gentlemen.

Let’s get back to work in this Con-
gress. Let’s get this government back
to work. Let’s reinvigorate an economy
that was barely starting to get back on
its feet but has been shut down.

Mr. TAKANO. I thank the gentleman.

I now yield to my friend and col-
league, Representative MIKE HONDA,
from the 17th District. I know you, Mr.
HoONDA, have been a former school prin-
cipal. You have been in local govern-
ment as a county supervisor, I think,
of Santa Clara County. You have
served in this body, I think, since 1996.
It is an honor to serve with you, and I
know we both love our great State of
California. We are very anxious and sad
over the potential impacts that both
the government shutdown and this
threat to not raise the debt ceiling will
have on this fragile recovery that we
are now, I think, beginning to see evi-
dence of.

Mr. HONDA. I want to thank you, my
friend, for this opportunity and this
dialogue.

It is a shame that we don’t have the
same dialogue across the aisle, but our
rules prohibit us from being able to
create that dialogue and debate in
front of this country. As a result, we
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have this moment in time where we are
able to share as members of the Cali-
fornia delegation, but also as members
of this Democratic Caucus.

We are here today, on day 10, of the
Republican government shutdown that
has cost over $3 billion in lost eco-
nomic activity so far. And because of
the compounding nature of the eco-
nomic effects, it is estimated that over
a month’s time, the economy will be
drained of $50 billion.

Almost 1 million people should be
working today, and they are not. When
our government is forced to shut down,
it hurts our economy, closes essential
services for low-income families, and
disrupts the lives of real people in all
of our districts, regardless of where we
represent. Important government serv-
ices that benefit all of us are sus-
pended.

In my district, I have heard from
young people that were furloughed, the
young employees of the NASA Ames fa-
cility. They are wondering how they
are going to be able to make rent to
stay in their homes or to make ends
meet.

The investigators that were working
on finding the underlying causes of the
Asiana crash and coming up with ways
to make air travel safer, we sent home.

I have also heard from those who are
waiting to hear back on their Social
Security benefits appeals. Because the
appeals office is closed, they will not
hear back on their cases until this
shutdown is over, which means they
have less means to make ends meet.

There is no reason this should be
happening. All of this pain is abso-
lutely and completely unnecessary. We
do have the bipartisan votes, however,
to end this shutdown today if the
Speaker would allow a clean vote. That
might be the most frustrating part of
all of this.

Actually, it is the most frustrating
part of all of this, that we have the
votes here on both sides of the aisle if
the Speaker allows us to vote. I am not
sure what it is that he is afraid of, but
if he let that go and let us vote and let
the people vote, then we may be able to
reflect the desires and the reflections
of what people are feeling in this coun-
try.

Speaker BOEHNER and the Republican
majority in the House refuse to do
their job, and I think they really do be-
lieve they are doing their job. I pray
that they see and understand that
there is real human suffering and eco-
nomic suffering that comes as a direct
result of these irresponsible political
tactics, both on the government-wide
shutdown and on the debt limit.

For House Democrats, this is not a
game. On the debt ceiling, the full faith
and credit of the United States should
never be in jeopardy. That is our posi-
tion, and that is the position of econo-
mists and business leaders, and that
should be the attitude of this Congress.

Warren Buffett called the debt limit
a nuclear bomb. Goldman Sachs CEO
Lloyd Blankfein said:
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Economic damage associated with default
or near default will be severe and have seri-
ous consequences for the recovery of the U.S.
and global economy.

Bank of America CEO Brian Moy-
nihan said:

There is no debate that the seriousness of
the U.S. not paying its debts is the most se-
rious thing we have.

The president of the American Bank-
ers Association and former Republican
Governor of Oklahoma, Frank Keating,
said a default would cost ‘“‘hundreds of
billions of dollars,” and even the
slightest impact on interest rates
“would cascade throughout the econ-
omy.”

This government shutdown and the
looming threat of an unprecedented
government default are doing signifi-
cant harm to our economy. The only
ones that can’t see that are Speaker
BOEHNER and the Tea Party Repub-
licans.

House Democrats have started the
process on forcing a vote on a clean CR
to reopen the government and will soon
do the same with a vote on the debt
limit. Americans want a vote. A rea-
sonable majority in Congress want this
vote. Speaker BOEHNER can call this
vote today. But since he won’t, we will
try to force a vote as soon as House
rules allow.

Let’s not go 1 more day without a
functioning government. Let’s stop
these games, reopen the government,
start the process of ending this manu-
factured crisis, lift this cloud from
over our economy, and have the vote
that Americans have been waiting for.
Let us vote, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. TAKANO. Thank you, Congress-
man HONDA.

I know that before you became a
Member of Congress, you had experi-
ence as a county supervisor, and I
know that counties are often the fiscal
agents for major programs, like our nu-
trition programs, the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, the
Women, Infants, and Children nutrition
programs. I understand that the stim-
ulus funds that we are supplementing,
some of these assistance programs—Ilet
me try to translate this into ordinary
everyday language.

We are talking about food stamps.
We are talking about people being able
to buy food in order to have the basic
necessity of eating. I don’t know about
your district, but in my district, I
know that during the height of the re-
cession, we saw people who were middle
class families for the first time having
to access these programs. As I say, we
are still not fully out of this recession.
It is a fragile recovery.

The other effect that these assistance
programs had is that they serve as a
kind of stimulus to the local economy.
People on these assistance programs
have to spend the money locally, at
local supermarkets. It injects some
stimulus effect on the local economies.
My understanding is that, come No-
vember 1, we are going to see a signifi-
cant reduction in those programs be-
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cause we have not been attending to re-
authorizing the legislation that funds
these programs. We have grave doubt
as to what is going to happen to the 47
million people who rely on SNAP.

Mr. HONDA. That is true.

Mr. TAKANO, as you know, I represent
a majority of the area that is com-
monly called ¢Silicon Valley.” We
were doing relatively well with the
shutdown; however, government con-
tracts, entrepreneurship are going to
be affected, and that trickles down
throughout the system, including what
we call the ‘‘supply chains,” where
other companies throughout this coun-
try, in other parts of the State are af-
fected also. This is almost like an
arithmetic kind of extension of this
impact when—I guess Warren Buffett
said it best, that it is a nuclear bomb,
because it just continues to spread its
impact throughout our country and our
economy.

Mr. TAKANO. Isn’t it true in Silicon
Valley—let’s kind of talk about that
for a moment—there has been a resur-
gence of investment, that we are seeing
our California budget sort of recov-
ering with additional revenues because
your area of the State is helping to
lead the recovery?

There are two different subject mat-
ters here: the government shutdown,
and also this issue of the debt ceiling
being raised. We have seen on the Hong
Kong markets the short-term debt or
the premium that they are charging for
this uncertainty about our debt ceiling
being raised. In other words, interest
rates are likely to raise. Raising cap-
ital is going to be a problem.

Do you have any thoughts on what
that is going to be doing to our Silicon
Valley entrepreneurs?

Mr. HONDA. It is a dampening effect.
I think people are less likely to invest,
even though there is a great faith in
the kinds of activities we have in Sil-
icon Valley. I think those who have the
resources to make the investments,
they are going to be looking at it twice
before they can move forward. I think
that they are very concerned about the
government’s behavior in terms of how
we manufacture crisis around the debt
limit, how we manufacture crisis about
the CR or the budget. All we need is
what we proposed a few months ago,
and that is a good, balanced budget
that would drive this country forward
economically and logically.

No family functions without a good
budget. What we are doing is we have
created a budgetary crisis that guaran-
tees—they have already done it—clo-
sure of the government or the dysfunc-
tion of a family. When you do that, all
hell breaks loose. This is what is hap-
pening to our elders, our children, our
preschools. There is not a system that
has not been affected. The military,
our veterans, they are all being af-
fected. So we have to really make sure
that the public understands what it is
that is happening.
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Mr. TAKANO. Well, I don’t think we
want to normalize or make routine a
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mode of governing where either party
threatens to shut down the government
because of a political end they want to
achieve or either party decides that
they want to threaten the full faith
and credit of the United States and
threaten the establishment of the
American dollar as the world reserve
currency because they want to achieve
some sort of political end.

We need to give the American peo-
ple—every business, every family, in-
vestors, whether they are domestic or
whether they are international inves-
tors who want to invest in our econ-
omy, including in Silicon Valley, the
certainty that we have a responsible
government in the United States.

Whoever would have thought we
would come to a place where within a
year and a half, the last time that this
issue came about was—I remember see-
ing you on August 1 of 2011 when the
Budget Control Act of 2011 was passed.
But it was linked, I think, unfortu-
nately, to the debt ceiling raise. And
the idea that we would normalize this
practice, to me, is something that we
don’t want to see our Nation continue
to do.

Mr. HONDA. Yes.

I just want to close by thanking you
for this opportunity. The gentleman
and I are both educators. And edu-
cators know one thing: how to ask a
question and come to a logical conclu-
sion. And the logical conclusion right
now is that we should have never got-
ten to this point. We should have never
gotten to a point where we shut down
this government. We should have done
the right thing to make sure that the
full faith and credit of our country,
like our reputation, is honored. So we
need to get back to that point.

Mr. TAKANO. I thank the gentleman.

Let me just go into my final remarks
for this Special Order hour. And I want
to remind the American people that
the Democrats did offer a point of com-
promise when we accepted funding for
the continuing resolution, which is ac-
tually below the PAUL RYAN budget fig-
ure. It is a number that the President
agreed to, the Senate agreed to, and
the House Democrats are willing to
agree to. And we know that there was
a deal that was brokered by the Speak-
er and the Senate Majority Leader re-
lated to it, and we thought that the re-
sult would be a clean CR.

But what we cannot afford to do,
what I cannot unconscionably do as the
Representative for the 41st District, is
to bargain away the Affordable Care
Act. Twenty-four percent of my popu-
lation of Riverside County is unin-
sured. My constituents need the Af-
fordable Care Act to help them get the
quality health care that they deserve.

The law includes important con-
sumer protections that prevent insur-
ance companies from denying coverage
for people with preexisting conditions.
It eliminates annual and lifetime caps
on care and allows young people to
stay on their parents’ plans longer. In
addition, the law requires insurance
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plans to cover free preventative health
services, and it lowers prescription
drug costs for seniors by closing the
Medicare part D doughnut hole.

So, America, my community’s sen-
iors have a lot at stake. The California
State marketplace, Covered California,
has already received 1 million unique
site visits, more than 16,000 applica-
tions have been completed, and another
27,000 are partially completed. That is
more than 43,000 Californians who have
taken the step to get covered in just 10
days.

Well, Mr. Speaker, this is all very
simple. Congress has a handful of basic
functions. Two of them are to keep the
government open and to pay our bills
on time. These things Congress should
be doing already.

The situation we are in reminds me
of when my brothers and I thought our
parents should pay us an allowance for
making our beds. My parents argued
that making our beds was something
that my brothers and I should be doing
anyway, that an everyday responsi-
bility like making our beds wasn’t
something that was done for a payoff.

What should I get for brushing my
teeth? That is obviously a personal re-
sponsibility that I shouldn’t get any-
thing for. Refusing to fulfill a responsi-
bility should not be leverage for get-
ting something that you want.

The House Republicans are expecting
to get something out of this. They are
expecting to get something out of re-
fusing to fulfill their basic responsibil-
ities. They are expecting to get some-
thing out of refusing to fund the gov-
ernment and refusing to be faithful
stewards of the full faith and credit of
the United States. They are willing to
threaten the American dollar and its
status as the world’s reserve currency.

There are several Members of this
body who do not believe the chaos that
would be created by not paying our
bills on time. One Member said he be-
lieved it would ‘‘bring stability to the
markets.”” Others have said that it is a
“‘scare tactic” being used by the ad-
ministration and Democrats. They say
this despite every credible economist
stating that America defaulting on its
debts would be catastrophic.

Imagine, Mr. Speaker, imagine if
Democrats were this cavalier about an
issue as serious as the debt ceiling. We
would be run out of town, and for good
reason.

I thank my colleagues for joining me
today. Let’s end this shutdown. Let’s
end this shutdown, Mr. Speaker. Let’s
make sure we pay our bills and pay
them on time. And let’s give the Amer-
ican people the certainty that they
need and that they deserve.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, |
have spent my career in San Diego, Sac-
ramento, and DC working with all of my col-
leagues—no matter the party—to get things
done for my constituents in San Diego.

But now sadly, | stand on this floor and
watch what | consider to be the greatest show
of political dysfunction | have seen during my
time in public service.
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| hear my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle speak of winning, of putting points on
the board. Winning? Mr. Speaker, there is no
winning to be had here.

But, | can tell you who is losing—hard work-
ing American families, my constituents in San
Diego, and the great state of California.

Every day that this shutdown continues
more of my friends and neighbors are harmed.

My city of San Diego loses $7 million a
week every week that this continues. $7 mil-
lion. Imagine the investments in our schools,
roads, and small businesses that we could be
making with that money.

Jobless claims are surging as the many San
Diegan contracting businesses are forced to
lay off their workers.

Small businesses in San Diego are finding
it difficult to sustain their operations, as they
lose thousands in stalled federal small busi-
ness loans and grants.

The many veterans who live in San Diego
are finding their hard-earned and well-de-
served benefits delayed.

And now, my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle talk of negotiating?

The Senate passed a budget in March—in
March. For months and months, | have joined
with my Democratic colleagues requesting that
the House appoint conferees to negotiate a
compromise. Nothing. No willingness to open
up a dialogue, to negotiate. Nothing.

Now, the government is shut down, and my
friends and neighbors in San Diego are suf-
fering. We can fix that right now. We can take
a vote to reopen the government right now.

Then we can get together and talk like
adults about our differences on the budget—
and not use my friends and neighbors as le-
verage to score points in a game that no one
will win. This isn’t a game, this is lunacy.

————
FARM BILL OF 2013

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DENHAM) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I stand
before you today as a Central Valley
farmer, a friend of farmers, an agricul-
tural employer and an agricultural
worker, and the Representative of a
community that is dependent upon ag-
riculture for its livelihood.

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I understand the
specialized needs of various sectors of
our ag economy across the country. My
priorities for this farm bill are:

First and foremost, providing a b5-
year certainty for farmers while saving
taxpayers dollars by eliminating direct
payments and reforming nutrition pro-
grams for the first time since 1996.

Second, we need to support innova-
tive research and development on spe-
cialty crops, a major export for our re-
gion and our country as a whole.

Third, we must support programs and
increase exports and take advantage of
all of the new trade agreements we
have strengthened and established in
the past years and prepare for those
markets which are beginning to open
to our ag products.
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Fourth, we must also protect domes-
tic produce and farms from pests and
diseases that primarily come from
other countries.

And fifth and finally, it is imperative
that we uphold a State’s right to pro-
tect its own agriculture industry by
passing laws related to safety and agri-
cultural production.

It is time to conference on the farm
bill and work with our Senate counter-
parts to produce a final product that
will maintain a safety net for those
most in need and give American grow-
ers and producers a competitive and
productive global edge while saving
taxpayers money.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT).

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. I
thank the gentleman from California,
my friend and colleague and a strong
advocate for agriculture in this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, Americans do not like
being dependent on foreign oil, and
Americans sure don’t want to become
dependent on foreign food. That is why,
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the
importance of passing a farm bill.

In my home State of Georgia, agri-
culture plays a major role in the over-
all success of our State. Last year,
Georgia agriculture was valued at over
$14 billion, and the total economic con-
tribution to Georgia was $72 billion.
This contribution makes up approxi-
mately 10 percent of our gross domestic
product and 360,000 jobs. In my district,
one of every eight jobs is tied to agri-
culture.

As a major economic driver of our
State, the agricultural industry has
suffered without the certainty of a
farm bill. Over the past several
months, our farmers have had to deal
with this uncertainty within the indus-
try because Washington has not been
able to agree on a farm bill.

Many of my constituents are left in
limbo, trying to decide what to do next
year with regard to their crops, won-
dering if there will be crop insurance or
the other things that they depend on
for their farm operations and their
livelihoods. That is why it is critical to
provide the certainty of a farm bill, to
boost our economy and help our farm-
ers and our farm families succeed and
create jobs.

The farm bill we passed in the House
saves taxpayers over $20 billion. I want
to reiterate that, Mr. Speaker—over
$20 billion and it makes real progress
in tackling the drivers of our debt. It
consolidates more than 100 programs
administered by the USDA and im-
proves agricultural programs to be
more cost effective and market ori-
ented by repealing outdated and un-
workable permanent law.

I ask my colleagues to join me so we
can move to conference and sign a new
farm bill into law in order to provide
certainty for our country and Amer-
ica’s farmers.

Mr. DENHAM. I thank the gentleman
from Georgia.
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I now yield to the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. DAINES).

Mr. DAINES. Mr. Speaker, whenever
I drive across Montana, I see signs of
our State’s strong ag heritage in about
every turn in the road. From the fields
of sugar beets and wheat to grazing
cattle and sheep, these are visual re-
minders of the importance of agri-
culture to our State and everywhere
across this country.

Agriculture is the backbone of Mon-
tana’s economy. And as a fifth-genera-
tion Montanan, I have a deep apprecia-
tion for the value of this industry to
our State. Agriculture injects several
billion dollars into Montana’s economy
every year, and one in five Montana
jobs rely on agriculture.

But agriculture is more than the eco-
nomic driver of our State. It is a way
of life for thousands of Montana fami-
lies who have lived off the land for gen-
erations. My own great, great grand-
mother came to Montana as a home-
steader. In fact, she homesteaded up in
the Golden Triangle of Montana, north
of Great Falls, in the heart of Mon-
tana’s wheat country.

I know how important it is to ensure
that young Montanans have the oppor-
tunity to continue working on family
farms and family ranches. And that is
why Montanans are so frustrated and I
am so frustrated by Washington’s per-
sistent failure to pass a long-term farm
bill that provides Montana’s producers
with the certainty they need and de-
serve.

Montanans are sick and tired of the
political games that have long delayed
the passage of a 5-year farm bill. This
critical legislation is long overdue, and
it is unacceptable that Congress con-
tinues to stand in the way of providing
our ag producers and rural commu-
nities with a long-term solution.

Agriculture is not only an important
part of Montana’s economy, but it is a
critical industry that impacts each and
every American. And as Montana’s sole
voice in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I am committed to being an ad-
vocate for Montana’s farmers and
ranchers. We can’t wait any longer. We
need a farm bill now.

Mr. DENHAM. I thank the gentleman
from Montana.

I now recognize the gentleman from
California (Mr. VALADAO).

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 1947,
the Federal Agriculture Reform and
Risk Management Act of 2013.

Over the last 4 years and after more
than 40 hearings, the House of Rep-
resentatives has produced a bill that
implements needed commonsense re-
forms for America’s farmers.

The FARRM Act is like any other
farm bill previously passed. It has
strong bipartisan support and makes
substantial reforms, repealing outdated
policies while streamlining and con-
solidating over 100 programs.
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Advancing a new farm bill into law
this year is crucial to the entire coun-
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try, especially to those in California’s
Central Valley.

The legislation makes critical re-
forms to traditional farm programs.
The Market Access Program, MAP,
will improve export market develop-
ment and assistance to programs that
promote U.S. agricultural products
overseas, allowing our specialty crop
farmers here in the Valley to expand
their businesses.

We eliminate direct payments. We
move to a more market-oriented ap-
proach where we provide more risk
management tools, instead of making
payments regardless of market condi-
tions. Many farmers in my district
have questioned these economically
unfeasible $5 billion payments that go
out every year, regardless of market
conditions.

The bill makes improvements to the
crop insurance program through suc-
cessful public-private partnerships that
ensure farmers have skin in the game.
This will eliminate some of the unreal-
istic requirements that crop insurance
agents face every day, such as asking
an agent to verify his or her customers’
income.

The legislation relieves farmers of
unnecessary burdens by including mul-
tiple regulator relief provisions.
FARRM eliminates the duplicative per-
mitting requirements for pesticides
that are already federally regulated.
Failure to remove the additional per-
mit requirement will result in an ad-
ministrative and financial nightmare
for agriculture producers, public health
agencies, and Federal Government and
State agencies.

The FARRM bill makes even more
important changes that substantially
affect California’s 21st Congressional
District:

Reauthorizes, strengthens, and fully
pays for livestock disaster assistance;

Continues to support specialty crops,
just as the 2008 farm bill did, by fully
funding core specialty crop industry
priorities such as Specialty Crop Block
Grants. These grants will fund innova-
tive research for my district’s fruit,
vegetable, and nut farmers to combat
disease and promote consumption
across the U.S., and that is important
for food security. A nation has to be se-
cure in its food.

The FARRM Act of 2013 will imple-
ment the most significant reforms to
traditional farm policy in history,
while maintaining commonsense, fis-
cally responsible policies. Passage of
this legislation will provide America’s
farmers and ranchers, especially those
in the Central Valley, the certainty
and resources they need to produce an
adequate and affordable food supply for
our country and the entire world.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting this much-needed
legislation.

Mr. DENHAM. I thank the gentleman
from California.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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PASS THE FARM BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the majority leader.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, thank you, and thank you to
my colleagues who have joined me here
today to talk about an important piece
of legislation that seemingly has gone
by the wayside, like many, many other
important issues, because of the dys-
function of Washington right now: a
farm bill.

Many here in America don’t realize
that our current farm bill has expired.
But we have an opportunity to pass a
food, nutrition, and jobs bill that Con-
gress is supposed to authorize every 5
years. But since it expired on Sep-
tember 30, the good news, though, is
that there is still an opportunity to get
this b-year farm bill passed; and when
we do, we are going to be able to give
our farmers and producers the tools
they need to do what they do best. We
can do this before next planting season.

Why do we need a farm bill? To pro-
mote and grow our economy, to provide
certainty to our farmers and producers,
and to give them the tools they need to
succeed.

For example, crop insurance. Mr.
Speaker, crop insurance is working. I
even had the opportunity to talk to
Secretary Vilsack in one of the hear-
ings on our Ag Committee, and he
agreed with me that crop insurance is
working. This farm bill strengthens
crop insurance, which strengthens our
economy, because it strengthens agri-
culture.

Ag is one of the bright spots in our
Nation’s economy right now, Mr.
Speaker. That should not be forgotten,
which is why it is crucial that we pass
this farm bill.

We have other policies within that
bill that are very crucial to my district
and many districts throughout this Na-
tion: conservation, ag research, and
trade.

As we stand on the floor today, many
of the farmers I represent are out in
the field. Mr. Speaker, it is harvest
time. That is why we are down here
today: to let our producers know we
have not forgotten and that we are still
fighting for that 5-year farm bill.

Farmers used to just have to worry
about the uncertainty of the weather.
Now, Mr. Speaker, they have to worry
about the uncertainty of Washington.
That is unfortunate, but it is some-
thing that we can correct when we
work together.

Mr. Speaker, I came here to govern. I
sought a seat on the Ag Committee be-
cause I knew we would have an oppor-
tunity to leave our mark on this jobs
legislation. We want to get this job
done so that our farmers can continue
to get their job done.

I appreciate the many colleagues who
have already spoken before me and the
rest who are down here today for this
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farm bill Special Order, as well as
many others who have helped move the
farm bill forward. And before recog-
nizing my colleagues so that they may
share with those watching why we
must advance a new farm bill, I want
to talk about why the farm bill is im-
portant to the district that I represent.

In central and southwestern Illinois,
agriculture is key to our local econ-
omy. It is 14 counties in central and
southwestern Illinois that I am proud
to serve here in Congress on their be-
half, and it is home to some of the
most productive and costly farmland in
America.

It is also home to many in the agri-
business sector: ADM, the University
of Illinois. My district is home to the
largest gathering of ag producers and
agricultural-related products in the
country.

This is the Farm Progress Show that
was just completed in Decatur, Illinois,
in July, a whopping success. Sloan Im-
plement is in the 13th District of Illi-
nois. GSI, another global leader, one of
the largest employers in my district,
and it happens to be the largest em-
ployer in my home county of Christian
County. Kraft Foods in Champaign, Il-
linois. The National Corn-to-Ethanol
Research Center in Edwardsville, at
Southern Illinois University at
Edwardsville, also plays a crucial role
for jobs, innovation, and energy inde-
pendence in our area. These are just
some of the reasons that Congress
needs to keep working together to ad-
vance a b-year farm bill.

And let’s not forget, again, what a
bright spot agriculture has been on our
Nation’s economy. Every $1 billion in
ag exports supports nearly 8,000 Amer-
ican jobs. Earlier this year, the USDA,
they projected $139.5 billion in ag ex-
ports. That is more than 1.1 million
jobs supported by American agri-
culture.

Mr. Speaker, I yield as much time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from the great State of Michigan (Mr.
BENISHEK), my good friend and my col-
league.

Mr. BENISHEK. I thank my col-
league from Illinois for allowing me to
speak here today, and I want to thank
you for hosting this Special Order hour
in general.

Mr. Speaker, although we speak
today at a time when Members are
very busy working to resolve the gov-
ernment shutdown, it is critical to re-
member that, while the government
may have stopped, the work of our
farmers certainly has not. Farmers in
each of our districts, whether they are
busy picking apples or harvesting fields
of corn, are busy at this time of the
year; there is no doubt about it. Au-
tumn is the time that farmers in our
districts normally look forward to.
That is when they have the chance to
reap the bounty of the great work that
they have done this past year planting
and tending to the land.

Our farmers, producers, and agri-
business owners deserve better. They
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have put in the hard work. They are
feeding not only Michigan’s families,
but America’s families and much of the
world. We owe them certainty. We owe
them a farm bill.

As the only Member from Michigan
on the Agriculture Committee, I regu-
larly speak with farmers, not only
from my district, but from around the
State. Over the last year, they have
continually expressed the need for cer-
tainty. While they have different ideas
on some specific provisions of the over-
all farm bill, they all agree that we
need to get this done.

Mr. Speaker, I have worked hard
with my colleagues to move the farm
bill forward. I have worked with many
local stakeholders in Michigan to en-
sure that their concerns are addressed
in the bill. Now is the time to move
forward to a conference.

This afternoon, I come to the floor to
say, simply, let’s get this done. Let’s
go to conference, work out our dif-
ferences, and get a farm bill done. We
owe it to our farmers. We owe it to the
hardworking families around the coun-
try that rely on the food that our farm-
ers produce.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank the farmers of northern Michi-
gan for the outstanding work that they
have done this season. Now let’s get
this farm bill done.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Thank you to my colleague, Mr.
BENISHEK.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for again
allowing us this opportunity to talk
about how important ag is going to be
in our economy.

Let’s talk about how important this
farm bill is to get passed and how we
are not that far apart when it comes to
the differences in the funding levels
with the Senate bill that should be
conferenced. And let us not also for-
get—let us not forget that agriculture
isn’t just important to the Midwest. It
is also important to States like Michi-
gan, where my colleague who just
spoke was from. We have heard from
individuals from California, from Geor-
gia, from Montana. Ag is a nationwide
issue, and we have seen nationwide suc-
cess in agriculture.

Mr. Speaker, I yield as much time as
he may consume to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. YODER), my good
friend and colleague.

Mr. YODER. I appreciate my friend
from Illinois for putting together this
hour for us to be able to come down
and have a conversation about how we
protect the American farmer.

For months and months now, we have
been having a debate in the United
States House and Senate about how we
can put together legislation that will
ensure that the men and women who
bring in the crops, who tend to the
livestock, who create the food source
for our Nation and the world have cer-
tain policies that are predictable and
that encourage farming as a way of life
to continue in the United States.

So I join my colleagues here, those
from down in southern Illinois to—we
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just heard from my colleague, DAN
BENISHEK from Michigan, who believes
passionately in agriculture and pro-
tecting farmers. We are here together
today united, standing on behalf of the
farmers in our country.

So I call on my colleagues to help us
get a farm bill done. Farmers have
been waiting a long time for Congress
to work together to find a solution. We
are obviously divided on a lot of things,
but we ought to be united on helping
protect the American farmer and our
American food supply.

In Kansas, farming is not just a
means to make money, and certainly,
it is a significant part of the Kansas
economy. Along with several other
parts, farming and agriculture is a key
component of the Kansas economy. But
it is also a way for Kansans and Ameri-
cans to put food on the table for the
world. Kansas is the number one wheat
producer in the country, wheat that
ends up feeding hungry Kansans, hun-
gry Americans in all 50 States, and on
most continents. They put in long,
hard hours to bring in millions of bush-
els of grain, grain that will end up on
the tables of the entire Nation and the
entire world.

But it is also a way of life. Now farm-
ers at home right now—I just spoke
with a farmer earlier today. Farmers
are bringing in—they are harvesting
their soybeans. Some are still picking
corn.

For generations, people have come to
States like Kansas and Illinois and
California and Michigan, and they have
come to build a way of life. They have
taken, in the case of Kansas, a prai-
rie—it was undeveloped—and they
came out there, and they brought their
families and they took risk, much risk
to carve a lifestyle out of the prairie.
And through that hard work, through
that determination, through that
sweat off their brow, they tamed the
wilderness and, in the process, they
helped build the greatest nation the
world has ever seen. And along the
way, they asked for little in return.
They built a nation with great bedrock
values, good schools, good commu-
nities. It was all centered around the
small family farmer.

So that is one of the things we are
down here to protect and to talk about
is continuing that American tradition
of the small family farmer. And so they
have worked hard. They work long
days, sunup to sundown. Sometimes
farmers will work through the night,
24-hour shifts even, to bring in the
crops when the time has come.

I grew up on a farm myself. I remem-
ber going out, my dad going out in the
middle of the winter and bringing a
round bale to our cattle and ensuring
that the livestock could have feed. And
that meat that they produced, we pro-
duced and farmers produce all across
the country, that ends up taking care
of Americans everywhere.

So now those farmers, they are
counting on us. When they plant their
fall crops, they need predictability and
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they need certainty. It is time to move
past short-term bills. It is time to
move past short-term promises. We
need to move towards long-term poli-
cies that will create stability, that will
allow farmers to plant, allow farmers
to go back to doing what they do best:
growing food, feeding a hungry Nation.

This fall, Kansas farmers are hard at
work bringing in the autumn harvest,
and they are planting the 2014 crop.
They have patiently waited for Con-
gress to act on a farm bill. Now is the
time to move forward.

The farm bill provides farmers with
crucial safety net programs that allow
them to protect their operations from
uncertainty and the sudden downturns
that can occur when growing crops and
raising livestock. These programs are
essential in providing farmers with the
certainty they need to be successful.

So as we have this larger debate
about how to solve the debt crisis, I
think farmers have been admirable in
this debate. Farmers came forward and
said, Look, you know, we receive direct
payments. We know that is a burden on
the Treasury. We know there are a lot
of burdens on the Treasury. We hope
that we can all pitch in to help solve
our national debt crisis. We are going
to voluntarily, we are going to give
those things up.

And every other group that comes be-
fore Washington, most groups give up
nothing. They want more. In fact, in
Washington, when you don’t get more
than you got last year, it is a cut.

Farmers said, We are willing to take
a cut. We are willing to take billions of
dollars of cuts because we want to do
our part to ensure that we are helping
resolve the national debt crisis.
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So they were first in line to give up
support, and some of that support was
very crucial to farms and has been cru-
cial to farmers to keep them from end-
ing up in bankruptcy or farms from
going under. They are giving that up.
No more direct payments. Those are
the kinds of reforms we need to do.

Now, what they have asked for in re-
turn is a little protection of risk. The
expense today to put out a field of
crops like corn, soybeans, milo, or
wheat, in Kansas, creates a tremendous
amount of risk—risk that banks won’t
cover unless there is some sort of pro-
tection in the event of a flood, hail-
storm, or a drought, and sometimes all
of the above. You can wipe out a single
crop overnight.

These farmers have invested their en-
tire livelihood. They don’t have a
401(k). They don’t have a pension. They
don’t have some corporate plan to pro-
tect their retirement. Their future is in
the crop they’re laying out in that
field, and the proceeds from that crop
are going to go to investing in the next
crop. And so if that crop goes under
and there is no crop insurance, there is
no protection for those farmers, then
those farmers go under, they go bank-
rupt, and that way of life ends.
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And so my heart goes out to those
farmers that that may happen to, but
it is a larger issue than just the farm-
ers. Without crop insurance, without
that protection, those farmers Ilose
those farms and that means we don’t
have a food supply that we can count
on. That means that the world doesn’t
have the food that they need to feed
the hungry. I know most people get
food from the grocery store these days,
but it comes from the fields of Kansas
and Illinois and places in between.

So it is my hope that Democrats, Re-
publicans, House, Senate, and the
President will work together in the
coming days to put a farm bill on the
floor that we can all get behind that
can go to the President’s desk and re-
ceive his signature. We’ve got a lot of
divisions, but we would be united
today—all of us—in protection, in
fighting for the American farmer.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. My
colleague, Mr. YODER from Kansas,
brought up so many great points of
why it is crucial to have this debate
here on the floor of the House.

It seems as though farmers get a bad
rap. There is a lot of talk on this floor
about growing our economy; and,
frankly, ag has been a bright spot in
our economy, Mr. Speaker. It is just
like Washington. Because of inaction
of—a lot of times, Republicans and
Democrats—we are not able to con-
tinue to allow them to grow their por-
tion of the economy. It just seems like
the right hand works against the left
sometimes here in Washington. I just
want to see us put some good Mid-
western common sense that many of us
learned right on the family farms in
the Midwest, right here to work and
into action in Washington, D.C.

Speaking of common sense, I want to
introduce my good friend, my col-
league from the great State of Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. THOMPSON).

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. I
thank the gentleman. I couldn’t agree
more. I would like to see a little farm-
country sense brought to Washington. I
think if that were leading the charge
on a lot of fronts, we could resolve
some of these issues we have been fac-
ing pretty quickly.

I am real proud, Mr. Speaker, to be
here to talk about agriculture. When I
was first elected in 2008, sworn in in
2009, one of my first picks that I asked
for on committee assignments was Ag-
riculture. Today, I'm proud to serve as
chairman of the Subcommittee for
Conservation, Energy, and Forestry on
the Agriculture Committee.

I am proud to be from the Keystone
State. I had a number of colleagues at
that point in 2009 ask me why would I
ever be on Agriculture when I am from
Pennsylvania. The fact is, it is our
number one industry in Pennsylvania.
We have many commodities. We are
one of the top providers and producers
for the United States—and sometimes
other parts of the world—in terms of
our commodities that we raise and we
grow. We can’t speak enough about the
importance of this farm bill.
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There are a lot of reasons why we all,
every colleague in this Chamber,
should be supporting the farm bill. I
have to say that there are fewer than,
I believe, 100 of our congressional dis-
tricts, out of 435, where we actually
grow and raise the food to feed this Na-
tion and much of the world. But the
fact is every district has Americans
that shake hands with a farmer at
least three times a day every time they
pick up a fork.

And so one of the principles that
guides me, Mr. Speaker, in terms of my
decisionmaking on any issue, I call it
principle-based leadership. I always
start and try to define what my prin-
ciples are first. By the way, we have
been working on this for 4% years, ac-
tually. I remember having hearings. I
was in the minority my first 2 years,
and we had hearings. The first hearing
was in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, spe-
cifically on the dairy title.

But the principles that have guided
me since day one here in terms of agri-
culture is that America should always
be the place where we have the most
affordable, highest quality, and safest
food supply anywhere in the world. So
every decision I have made in sup-
porting the development, the writing,
and actually the passing of this farm
bill has been to honor those three prin-
ciples.

In addition to that, my good friend
from Michigan talked about the impor-
tance of food security, and I agree with
that. It’s the biggest threat to our na-
tional security. And there are a lot of
them out there, Mr. Speaker. I have
got two Kkids that just got back from
Afghanistan. I understand terrorist
threats and threats to our financial sit-
uation, but the most imminent threat
to our national security would be at
whatever point we would begin to rely
on another country for our food supply.
This farm bill is the single most impor-
tant piece of Federal legislation to
make sure America has the most af-
fordable, highest quality, and safest
food supply.

There are a lot of things that this
bill does. It repeals and consolidates
more than 100 programs. This is a great
example for the rest of government.
This is exactly step one on how we
begin to reduce our spending appro-
priately—looking at things that either
don’t work, things that are duplicative,
things that are just not fulfilling the
purpose for which it was designed.

It eliminates direct payments, which
farmers receive regardless of market
conditions.

I am not sure I would have supported
past farm bills, to tell you the truth,
that were passed before I came here;
but I support this one because the re-
forms we have brought to the agri-
culture side and the nutrition side are
very good. They are very good for the
sustainability of our food supply and
programs such as our SNAP program.

It streamlines and reforms com-
modity policy. We are also giving pro-
ducers a choice in how to best manage
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risk. It includes the first reforms to
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program since the Welfare Reform Act
of 1996.

Why is that important? Because the
reforms we put in place, it preserves
the future integrity of the food stamp
program so that those in the future
who need those programs, those men,
women, and children who find them-
selves in poverty circumstances where
they need that assistance, they will get
it, if we protect the integrity of that
program. It is only through these re-
forms that we are putting into place
that we offer those protections so we
will be assured that the food stamp
program continues into the future to
meet the needs of those who need.

It consolidates 23 conservation pro-
grams into 13, improves program deliv-
ery to producers, and saves more than
$6 billion. That’s an area of the farm
title that I chair. The subcommittee
has jurisdiction on conservation.

There are at least four reasons I can
think of why that move is extremely
important. Number one is cost. This
country is facing significant debt, and
so we have to be conscious and careful
with our spending. We knew that the
farm bill—the pie itself—would be
smaller. So I think that is just one of
the realities.

Second is the need. We are a country
that feeds not just 311 million Ameri-
cans, but we are feeding a lot of the
rest of the world. And to allow land to
sit idle under the context of some gov-
ernment-funded conservation program
is just wrong. We don’t want people to
go hungry, and so putting more land
that is appropriate back into produc-
tivity is a very appropriate thing to do;
and we do that with this farm bill.

Third is effectiveness. The fact is
that under the existing conservation
programs, before the reforms we pro-
posed, we have had perfectly sound,
tillable, very productive land sitting
idle and sitting fallow and receiving
some type of government support
under a conservation program to do
that.

I have met young individuals I am
very impressed with that want to go
into farming that have never been in
farming before. Some have been in
farming, but they can’t afford to go out
and purchase acreage; and so they have
to rent acreage. And they are com-
peting under the existing conservation
programs with the government; and in
competing with the government, they
can’t do that. They just can’t pay that.

All the parts of this farm bill have
been well thought out and well pre-
pared. I am very appreciative of the
work that has been done on the part of
land grant universities, the fact that
we are strengthening the role of
science and technology when it comes
to agriculture. A lot of people talk
about STEM—science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics. I like to
talk about how agriculture is all about
science and technology.

And I shout out to my own alma
mater, Penn State University, which is
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a land grant university. Those univer-
sities help us advance that science and
innovation and that technology.

I will finally talk briefly about we
have probably one of the best forestry
titles that we have ever had in this
farm bill in maybe a hundred years.
We’ve got great things in there in
terms of making sure that timber is
recognized and eligible for that biopre-
ferred labeling.

Today, of all things, the original re-
newable resource of wood has never
been eligible. You could buy a box of
bamboo flooring—we don’t grow bam-
boo in this country—and it has got a
USDA stamp of approval, biopreferred.
But if you buy a box of good hardwood
cherry from the Pennsylvania Fifth
Congressional District, it is not eligi-
ble. That changes in this farm bill that
we passed out of the House and we are
going to go to conference with the Sen-
ate on.

The categorical exclusion allows the
Forest Service not to have to waste
money during these NEPA analyses
every time they do trail maintenance
or clear power lines or just routine
things that take money away from ac-
tively managing a forest in a healthy
way.

Finally, the forest access road was a
great amendment which basically rein-
forces that our forests are non-point
sources of pollution. That goes a long
way in terms of allowing our forests to
be managed under State-adopted best
practices.

And so I want to thank the gen-
tleman for coordinating this Special
Order on a subject that every American
should be fully in tune to because of
how important it is to have affordable,
high-quality, and safe food. That is
what our farm bill does.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Thank you to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, I do want to address
something that my colleague from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) brought
up. He talked about research. Research
in agriculture is crucial to our ability
here in America to continue to feed the
world. We feed the world from Amer-
ica’s farms, and it is under-appreciated
and taken for granted.

Part of this farm bill is a research
title, where the Agricultural and Food
Research Initiative through the Na-
tional Institute for Food and Agri-
culture was reauthorized.

Other ways we strengthen and pro-
moted ag research in this bill are doing
things like providing new research
funding for specialty crops, beginning
farmers, and organic agriculture. We
have improved accountability and
transparency of the ag research pro-
grams, and we have harmonized poli-
cies under the various competitive
grants programs to improve program
efficiency and reduce wasteful spend-
ing.

Many of my colleagues are talking
about ag leading the way in reducing
spending here in Washington. Our
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farmers need to be congratulated for
that.

The University of Illinois, in my dis-
trict—another land grant institution—
uses many of these public research pro-
grams. Our students are being trained
on how to make our food supply safer
and better; and through AFRI, the Uni-
versity of Illinois has conducted cut-
ting-edge research aimed at improving
food security, achieving more efficient
crop production, and promoting animal
health through livestock genome se-
quencing.

Let us not forget, Mr. Speaker, the
Southern Illinois University Corn-to-
Ethanol Research Center. This is an ex-
ample of a public-private partnership
that is working, where public funds
were used in its initial construction;
but private entities are doing cutting-
edge research to make our Nation’s
fuel supply cheaper and make our Na-
tion’s security better.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield to my
friend and colleague from the great
State of Indiana (Mr. MESSER).

Mr. MESSER. I want to thank my
colleague and friend from Illinois, Con-
gressman DAVIS, for his incredible lead-
ership on this issue. I know of nobody
in Congress who is working harder for
the American family farmer than Con-
gressman DAVIS. This Special Order
today is just one more example of your
leadership.

Farming is hard work, and it is vital
to Indiana. Ag industries contribute al-
most $38 billion a year to the Hoosier
economy, supporting nearly 190,000
jobs. The farmers who provide these
jobs work from dawn until way past
dusk and face great risks when with-
ering droughts or excess rains threaten
to wreck their crops.

Despite these challenges, Hoosier
farmers manage to overcome adversity,
succeed in their businesses, and feed
the world. Too often, their work is
made even harder because of uncertain-
ties and inefficiencies in Federal farm
policy.
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The problems with Federal farm laws
are many:

Price supports inflate the prices of
some consumer goods; payments are
made to people not actually farming;
outdated and duplicative programs
waste money that could be put to bet-
ter use; rules regarding disaster assist-
ance are too complicated; and they fail
to provide enough certainty about
whether and what return farmers will
receive when they reinvest any profits
in their family business.

Many are surprised that the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
commonly called ‘‘food stamps,” is ad-
ministered by the Department of Agri-
culture, the USDA. Most agree the pro-
gram is not well managed. It pays too
many people who should not be eligible
for help, diverting help from those who
really need the assistance. There aren’t
enough incentives to encourage people
to find work, and there is too much
waste, fraud, and abuse.
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That’s why we need a farm bill.

The farm bill which passed the House
is not perfect, but it would save $40 bil-
lion over the next decade, in part, by
repealing or consolidating more than
100 programs that don’t work, could
work better, or are duplicative in pur-
pose. The bill would stop the nonsense
policy of paying people not to farm. In-
stead, it would give farmers greater
flexibility to utilize federally backed
crop insurance to manage risk. It also
would require food stamp recipients to
work more, get drug tested, and be-
come self-sufficient.

American icon Paul Harvey once
said:

And, on the eighth day, God looked down
on his planned paradise and said, ‘I need a
caretaker,” and so God made the farmer.

Others have spoken about how impor-
tant it is that we stand up and be a
champion for those who farm. A defeat
of the farm bill maintains the status
quo. We need a conference, and we need
a farm bill. A defeat would hurt farm-
ers and taxpayers, but both need the
certainty of knowing that farm and nu-
trition assistance programs work as
they should so scarce taxpayer re-
sources aren’t wasted on food stamp
fraud or on programs that just don’t
work.

We need commonsense farm reform
policy to prevent waste and to make
sure the next generation of farmers
gets its chance to run the family farm.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois.
Thank you to my good friend and col-
league, Congressman LUKE MESSER, a
true leader on so many issues here in
Congress and for the Midwest. Thank
you for being here today to talk about
how important agriculture is to our
economy.

I know much has been brought up
about crop insurance. Some who don’t
represent agricultural districts think
crop insurance is a program that is
wasteful, that it is welfare for farmers.
Let me remind everyone, Mr. Speaker,
that before we had the crop insurance
program, farmers didn’t have to have
skin in the game. They have to pay
premiums just like we have to do for
life insurance, auto insurance and
other types of insurance. This is what
makes America work. This is why crop
insurance is working.

Before this program, we would have
supplemental, ad hoc disaster assist-
ance, and Members of Congress who
served before many of us would come
to this floor and pass bills to fund dis-
aster assistance. Let me remind you,
Mr. Speaker, that those weren’t budg-
eted. At a time when decisions were
made to basically put the financial fu-
ture of our country in jeopardy decades
before now, they were still passing dis-
aster assistance bills that cost tax-
payers billions. Crop insurance changed
that. Farmers have skin in the game.
They pay their premiums, and it stops
us—it stops Congress right now—from
spending beyond its means.

It has been said before that this farm
bill is an example of how Washington
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begins to work once again. We are
looking toward our financial future,
and we are looking to balance our
budget through bills like this farm bill.
We are going to begin to put a down
payment on the unsustainable $17 tril-
lion of debt that your kids, Mr. Speak-
er, and my kids shouldn’t have to pay.

With that, I yield to my friend from
my birthplace State, the great State of
Iowa. He is my good friend and col-
league and a leader in ag policy, Mr.
KING.

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois for organizing this
Special Order here today and for com-
mitting one hour of floor time to the
discussion of the farm bill and the need
to get one passed.

Mr. Speaker, we don’t get very many
debates on agriculture here in the
House of Representatives, and fewer
and fewer people actually represent ag-
riculture districts. There has been not
so much a migration of people from the
farms, although that has happened, but
a concentration of people in the cities,
and they lose track of where their food
comes from and what it takes to
produce that food.

So we are here at this point, and I
want to start off with the remarks of
the gentleman from Illinois with re-
gard to crop insurance. I am going to
pull these numbers from memory, and
anyone can go back and check them,
but they’re going to be conceptually
accurate and, perhaps, even precisely
right.

If my memory serves me, back during
some of those years when it couldn’t
rain—and that existed back in the
eighties—it seems to me that, in 1988,
we had 13 percent of the producers who
actually had crop insurance. Since that
time—from that time forward until
this modern era—there were disaster
payments after disaster payments. For
any place that had a drought, for any
place that had a flood, there was a dis-
cussion in Congress, and sometimes
those disaster areas got rolled up to-
gether. Let’s take a disaster out West
and add that to a disaster in the Mid-
west and add that to a disaster in the
South, and there might be a flood and
two droughts packaged together with a
disaster payment to bail people out.

I remember, when I first came here in
2003, there was a drought out West in
Nebraska. And was there going to be
disaster money? We looked at that, and
we looked at aerial photos. Gee, it
looked like here were these really
beautiful, green circles from the air,
and they were going to be in areas that
got disaster payments. You all know
what those are if you come from farm
country. Those were the pivot irriga-
tion systems. You’re not going to have
a drought if your irrigation system is
running, but in the corners where they
didn’t have the boom to lay down and
irrigate the corners, they were burned
out. They said, Gee, we ought to get a
disaster for the corner of our 160—the
four corners of it—even though we’ve
got a good crop, 200 bushels of corn, un-
derneath the pivot system.
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Those kinds of things were discussed
here in this Congress, and I want to
thank the Representative from Ne-
braska, Tom Osborne, who also was a
pretty good football coach, for saying,
This isn’t right, and let’s get that part
correct.

We don’t have those discussions any-
more because, back in ’88, there was
the 13 percent who had crop insurance.
It’s back up to the point now where, 1
believe, the number is 88 percent due.
We suffered through the worst flood in
my lifetime in 2011 when the Missouri
River ran hill to hill from mid-June
until mid-September and flooded out,
according to the Secretary of Agri-
culture, 500,000 acres. 500,000 acres were
under water. Of course, all of that was
a complete wipeout. You could fly over
it, and you could see corn. As we say,
you could row corn that was in 3 feet of
water and corn that was about a foot
and a half tall when it got covered by
the flood. We didn’t have a disaster
payment for that because the crop in-
surance covered the flood out. In the
following year of 2012, there was an
epic drought. It was the same situation
in that the crop insurance covered it.

In many of these States—and let’s
start out with my State, which I
know—the premium reflects the risk.
Now, it shifts from State to State and
history to history, but it’s hard to do
that calculation. You can’t do a snap-
shot of 1 year because, of course, 1 year
might be a drought year, and the next
year might be a flood year, and the
next 25 years might be excellent, and I
hope they are. So, if you look over a
span of time—a decade is a minimum,
and maybe a generation is a better way
to look at this—and are able to frame
the kind of experience we have with
weather, the premium needs to be
moved in a direction in which it better
reflects the risk, but it has been a very
good thing, the crop insurance piece of
this.

Then, as I look at this farm bill, I
want to remind the people, Mr. Speak-
er, that, for years, there have been di-
rect payments, direct payments that
went in to the producer who signed up
per acre—roughly, a $20 per acre pay-
ment might be reflective of that era—
and we saw this: we saw commodities
prices going up, and we saw profit-
ability in agriculture. When that hap-
pened, our producers came to us, people
like the Farm Bureau, the Corn Grow-
ers, the Soybean Association, and they
said the time comes when we need to
just let go of these direct payments.
They came forward and said, Here. Will
you take my direct payments? I don’t
need them.

Hats off to anybody who has got Fed-
eral dollars coming into their oper-
ations. They gave up direct payments
willingly. That’s in this bill. It’s in this
bill, and it makes it permanent, put-
ting an end to direct payments. By the
way, in the last farm bill—the 2008
farm bill, it turned out to be—I tried to
rename the direct payments then as
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the ‘‘conservation compliance pay-
ments’’ because that’s what they actu-
ally were. If they existed, I would say
“they are.” It’s a way to say to pro-
ducers that all of us are invested in the
future productivity of our soil. We are
going to ask you to be good stewards of
the soil, and this is, actually, in many
cases, a token incentive that you do
that. So that’s going by the wayside.

This bill also eliminates several ex-
isting programs and rolls into two sep-
arate programs a shallow loss and a
deep loss program that, I think, is a
prudent use of the resources. We also
said we are going to cut money out of
this ag side, not just the direct pay-
ments, but we have dialed this thing
down to the tune of $20 billion. There
are $20 billion in cuts out of this bill on
the agriculture side.

To draw a comparison, Mr. Speaker,
one could think of the other part of
this farm bill that is not much dis-
cussed—I don’t know today—which is
the jurisdiction of the subcommittee
that I chair, the Nutrition Sub-
committee. Now, the numbers were
that about 78 percent of the previous
farm bill went to nutrition and a little
better than 20 percent went to agri-
culture and then some miscellaneous
along the way. So we just rounded it.
For easy talking purposes, it is 80 per-
cent to SNAP—food stamps—nutrition
programs and 20 percent to farmers. We
call it the ‘“‘farm bill,”” but it is 4 to 1
nutrition. When I came to this town,
there were 19 million people who were
on food stamps, and we called them
“food stamps’ then. By the time
Barack Obama became President, that
number was about 28 million people
who were on food stamps, and now that
number is north of 47 million people—
on its way to 48 million people—who
are on food stamps. Now, it is partly
because this administration believes
and has said openly—in fact, I will just
quote our Secretary of Agriculture:

For every dollar that you hand out in
SNAP benefits—that would mean food
stamps, Mr. Speaker—you get $1.84 in eco-
nomic activity.

I've heard STENY HOYER, the minor-
ity whip, say to us:

The best stimulation that you can get—the
quickest you can get in your economy—is
food stamps and unemployment checks.

Now, that’s an economic develop-
ment plan for you, isn’t it, Mr. Speak-
er, if you could just hand out more food
stamps and hand out more unemploy-
ment checks? That’s the best bump you
can get to grow your economy? What
kind of a country are we if they think
that’s what is going to drive our econ-
omy?

People on that side of the aisle re-
sisted their reduction in the food
stamp program, and we brought cat-
egorical changes into it. So, as it has
grown into an over $800 billion pro-
gram—that’s over 10 years, roughly, a
number that approaches about $83 bil-
lion a year—we have gone from 19 mil-
lion people a year on food stamps to 28
million people when Barack Obama be-
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came President, up now to nearly 48
million people on food stamps, with
millions of dollars being spent by the
USDA to advertise food stamps in
order to get more people to sign up on
food stamps—millions—and minions
are going out there who are, actually,
physically signing them up. That’s
what is going on.

We don’t need to be expanding the de-
pendency class in America. We need to
expand the independency class in
America, and we want to make sure
that we get those resources to the peo-
ple who need them. That’s what this
bill does. It changes the categorical eli-
gibility in such a way that those who
need those resources still have access
to them.

One of those categorical eligibility
changes has to do with, if a child quali-
fies for a free and reduced lunch, it
isn’t automatic that the family gets
food stamps any longer under this bill.
People on the other side of the aisle,
Mr. Speaker, have used that to argue
that we are going to kick 120,000 kids
off of food stamps. It is not true. That
is the most extreme example they can
come up with to embellish a number to
try to scare people off of the reform
that we need. What it really means is,
if that number is right, they have to go
reapply in a legitimate way. If they are
eligible, they are eligible, and they will
still get their food stamps.
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But they found a little sliver to make
an argument that is not the objective
vision on what is going on.

We see that EBT cards, the Elec-
tronic Benefits Transfer cards, have
been used for tattoos. They have been
used at the massage parlor. You can
see the neon signs that say, “We take
EBT.” That is just straight up. That is
not talking about the 50 percent dis-
count that is the going rate for cash
that you can get for your EBT card.

We need to be responsible with the
taxpayers’ money. We need to move
these reforms in place. We have seen
our agriculture producers step up and
say, I am going to give up my con-
servation compliance/direct payments.
And we reform some of the programs.
We keep the pieces in place that we
need so that there is a predictability in
agriculture.

Our producers need predictability.
There is no guarantee when it comes to
agriculture. You are taking a risk. But
at least we can predict the Federal
Government’s policy. We need to give 5
years of policy guarantee for our agri-
culture producers.

We need to start the long march to
start to reform the expansion of the de-
pendency class that has been a polit-
ical calculation on the part of the ad-
ministration. Do the responsible thing
for the taxpayers. And, by the way,
slow down on this burden that is being
heaped upon those children yet to be
born called our national debt.

That is the picture. There is an ur-
gency. Let’s get this done.
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I thank the gentleman from Illinois
for his leadership here.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. KING of Iowa. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for a ques-
tion, absolutely.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. As
chair of the nutrition jurisdiction, are
the school lunch programs within title
IV of the farm bill?

Mr. KING of Iowa. In response to the
gentleman’s question, no, school lunch
programs are not.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
That was my reading. I have read the
farm bill, yet I hear my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle talk a lot
about the changes to the reforms.

As I mentioned in my remarks, and
you reaffirmed, we are trying to pre-
serve this program for people who truly
need it who meet the eligibility by fill-
ing out an application. But I guess I
get confused when I hear my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle use rhet-
oric that they claim that somehow
school lunches are impacted or the
school breakfast program is impacted
by our work on the farm bill.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Reclaiming my
time, I would say that there are times
when people that are in the political
business will intentionally conflate
terms and arguments because it suits
their agenda rather than informs their
constituents, Mr. Speaker. That is
what I believe is happening here.

If anyone is looking for proof positive
that the school lunch program is not
part of title IV—any part of this farm
bill—all they have to do is look at the
record of the committee and they can
see that this person right here, STEVE
KING, offered no amendment to the
school lunch program that would have
prohibited the Secretary of Agriculture
from rationing calories to our kids in
the school lunch program.

I wish we had that language for us
here on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. We would have an engag-
ing debate.

In fact, a year and a half ago, if I
have got my dates right, the First
Lady had an idea that she wanted a
Let’s Move program to go. The
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act was
passed during a lame duck session in
2010 by the then Speaker of the House
Speaker PELOSI. They passed the
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. That
gave no authority to the Secretary of
Agriculture to ration calories to kids
in the school lunch program, which is
not part of this farm bill, but they did
it anyway. Now we are starving kids in
school. That ought to be something
that outrages the other side. But they
will not show any outrage because they
defend the First Lady’s Let’s Move,
which, by the way, is a critical service
and it was not shut down in the shut-
down.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. I
thank the gentleman from Iowa.

Mr. Speaker, how much time do we
have remaining?
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MESSER). The gentleman has 3 minutes
remaining.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I love the discussion about
school nutrition programs. I have spo-
ken to many superintendents in my
district who used to run programs in
their cafeterias where kids would eat
the school lunches. Now those once
profitable programs are not profitable
anymore. Some school districts are
opting out because of the stringent
rules and requirements to reduce cal-
ories and serve food that kids won’t
eat.

Let me also, for the RECORD, Mr.
Speaker, state that we are missing an
important part of any equation in
tackling childhood obesity, and that is
exercise. Illinois, my home State, is
the only State in the Nation that re-
quires physical education in K-12.
Maybe we make that part of the de-
bate, too.

As I wrap up this Special Order, 1
want to thank everyone, all of my col-
leagues, for coming down and talking
about the importance of this 5-year
farm bill. It cannot be said enough that
farmers have decided on their own to
help us save billions in your tax dol-
lars. Twenty billion dollars is what the
farmers of this country have given up
in direct payments to really allow us
to balance our budget and put a down
payment on the national debt.

There are some other crucial aspects
of this bill, Mr. Speaker, that we don’t
talk a lot about in the ag sector, but it
is about the rules and the regulatory
process.

I was happy to introduce an amend-
ment that actually gives the Depart-
ment of Agriculture a seat at the table
when those at the EPA decide to come
up with rules like maybe treating milk
spills like oil spills from the Exxon
Valdez.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you one question:
Which one of those spills could be
cleaned up with cats? You know the
answer and I know the answer, but
when they come up with crazy ideas
like this, we believe that the United
States Department of Agriculture also
deserves a seat at the table to say—in
a good, commonsense, Midwestern way,
Hang on a second here. Let’s think
about this. That is why an amendment
like that is crucial to a farm bill like
this, because it is crazy ideas like that
that cost our farmers their livelihoods
in some cases.

Mr. Speaker, this is a bill that is
going to save taxpayers billions. It is
reforming crucial agricultural pro-
grams. It is putting us on a path to cer-
tainty for America’s agricultural fu-
ture.

There are some in this body, Mr.
Speaker, that believe we shouldn’t be
involved in ag policy in this country.
Well, my response to them is: Do you
want America to be a food exporter,
like we are now, or do you want to im-
port our food supply?

We know the answer to that, Mr.
Speaker. The answer—the solution to
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make sure that doesn’t happen—is get-
ting this bill through a quick con-
ference committee, bringing it back to
the floor of the House, and ensuring
that all our family farmers and all
those who rely upon the ag economy
for their livelihood are put first.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I thank ev-
eryone who has been involved in this
process—my staff, many interns that
have worked for me to put this Special
Order in place.

I yield back the balance of my time.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE) for 30 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me thank
the Speaker for his courtesies and
thank my friends on the other side of
the aisle who engaged in an hour-long
discussion that I am sure many of my
colleagues were certainly interested in.

I want to congratulate the organiza-
tion in my constituency, Catholic
Charities. Catholic Charities in Hous-
ton is 70 years old and has a storied
history of service.

I had the privilege of being inspired
by a wonderful mass led by Cardinal
DiNardo that catapulted that special
day into the understanding of who we
are in this country and how our service
is guided by the principles of our faith.
I remember that, in his words to the
congregation, he offered these phrases:
“The just live by faith,” ‘“‘even a little
faith can do great things.”” He added,
“When you are acting in faith, you are
serving.”

I think those are powerful words for
all of us, whether we are Republicans
or Democrats or other in our political
beliefs. That is what we are sent here
to do. We are really sent here to speak
for those who cannot speak for them-
selves, to speak for the vulnerable, and
to ensure that the United States of
America remains an umbrella on a
rainy day, for our country’s principles
are vested in a wonderful Constitution
that says that we all are created equal,
with a number of rights that allow us
the pursuit of great things, such as lib-
erty and health—if we interpret the
term ‘‘happiness’” to mean that we
have a variety of rights, certain
unalienable rights of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

So where we find ourselves on Octo-
ber 10, in the midst of this government
shutdown, the 10th day, does not com-
port with the very principles of this
Nation and our Constitution that says
that we have organized to create a
more perfect Union.

As 1 listened to my friends have a
long discussion, they had some very
vital points about the importance of
the farm bill, a bill that we have not
been able to bring to closure because
the government is shut down. But even
more importantly, we have not been
able to put the phrases of ‘‘just” and
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“‘acting by faith” in the midst of that
legislative initiative.

Our friends did not take note of the
fact that $40 billion was cut out of food
stamps. They didn’t take note of that—
$40 billion for people who are hungry.
Forty-six million Americans live in
poverty. They are poor, but they are
Americans. They deserve equality. Six-
teen million of those are children. But
yet someone says it is the dependency
group. Maybe the 47 percent. I say
those are the next astronauts, captains
in the military, Presidents of the
United States, teachers, inventors, sci-
entists who may need food stamps.

So I would like to talk this afternoon
in the short period of time that I have
in finding the truth, also recognizing
the difficulties that we are now in with
the government shutdown.

Let me pause for a moment and say
that I know, as I speak, Republicans
are meeting with the President. We
met yesterday and the President made
it very clear and was very strong on
wanting to see America move forward,
but was very strong on the fact that we
needed to come together around a
clean bill, a bill that could be put on
the floor with 200-plus Democrats here
in the House and a sturdy amount of
Republicans. That is just.

We know that Republicans were in-
vited, the whole Conference. Of course,
they decided that they wanted a few to
come and meet with the President. Of
course, it is their choice. In a sense of
humor, I say there is an IOU to my
other Republican friends that didn’t
make it to the White House today.

But I hope the discussion doesn’t cen-
ter around leaving the government
closed. I hope it doesn’t center around
a 6-week raising of the debt ceiling,
though I am open to any way forward;
but I would hope in my discussion you
would see why that is faulty thinking.

I do want to thank my original co-
sponsors who joined me today to intro-
duce this very important legislation,
H. Res. 375, which now makes a state-
ment that this House will never—I
want to say it again, never—I want to
say it again, never—tie a nongermane
legislative issue to the running and
opening of this government.

What does that mean? We will never
do what we have done, which is to
defund a law approved by both Houses
of Congress, the President of the
United States, and the United States
Supreme Court—the Affordable Care
Act—and hold up the government while
we are fighting against it because we
don’t like it.

H.R. 375 is legislation to have this
House go on record to ensure that we
do not ever do that and tie the govern-
ment’s hands and void the services that
are relevant to my constituent who,
again, I will call in a few moments,
who is a cancer patient coming out of
a hospital and is fearful of losing her
disability checks because of the gov-
ernment shutdown.
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We are getting any number of phone
calls on that matter.
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So here is why I hope many of my
colleagues, Republicans and Demo-
crats, will support H. Res. 375, which
will put us back in regular order and do
things in the right way.

My friends, I will acknowledge that
all States are hurting, but let me first
of all just cite for you the State of
Texas, one of the largest States in the
Union, and show the faces of those who
are looking to go to Head Start, our
children. This is what they are facing.
This is all over America; 57,000 Head
Start seats are lost because of the
shutdown, because of the furlough, be-
cause of sequester. And now we con-
tinue down this road. Sequestration
cuts are forcing Marlen Rosas to defer
her preschool dreams for her 3-year-old
Hector, who may be the next captain in
the United States military, who may
be the next pediatric surgeon, who may
be the next outstanding professor of
law, who may be the next wonderful
teacher in an elementary school. But
right now the Head Start program for
3-4 year olds in Houston is being cut by
$56.34 million, 109 employees, 699 slots
for children. This is in Texas. This is in
Houston, not even in the entire State.
This is what we get when we begin to
think of the dependency crowd, and it
is important that we understand the
results of what is happening.

So I want to keep this particular
poster in mind. I just want you to look
at those faces and what is going on
across America. We have got the gov-
ernment shutdown. We can’t fix the se-
quester, which by the way, the Van
Hollen Democratic budget is not only
growth for jobs, but it also fixes the se-
quester. It gets people back to work. It
is well known that we are losing jobs
here, and 1 percent of the economy is
going down because of sequester. We
can’t fix it because the government is
shut down.

Now, if you want to know what is
happening across America, $2.24 billion
in Title 1 grants have been cut, and so
our young people who attend high-pov-
erty schools and who need to be able to
have Title 1 grants to help them in
education, Mr. Speaker, it is simply
gone. And Title 1 funding at current
levels does not merely reduce the level
of services to our poorest and lowest-
achieving students, but would likely
cause the elimination of services to
millions of students. The teachers
know that. They know what is hap-
pening by losing $2.24 billion. So Hec-
tor and Ms. Rosas don’t get Head Start.
Then we take it beyond the pre-K to
the K-12 and to our high school where
we are looking for these young people
to take their rightful place in society,
and here we are cutting them again. I
guess it is the dependency crowd.

These cuts come after the number of
children living in poverty has grown
from 16.3 percent, as I said earlier. So
let me update it to 21.9 percent—losing
opportunities for our children.

Here is a more tragic feature. For our
special needs children because the gov-
ernment is shut down, we cannot fix
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the $1.73 billion that we have lost out
of for helping our special needs chil-
dren, the very children who need a
stair step to help them climb up and to
be all they can be. Some parent is out
there feeling the pain of not having the
services for their special needs child
because the government is shut down,
and we cannot get back to the business
of appropriations, fixing the sequester.

Child care and development block
grant, another problem where we are
losing dollars, $142 million in real per
capita dollars. To be able to say that
we don’t have child care, develop-
mental block grants, I just want to
refer you to my good friend, Hector,
and his mother. These are the problems
that we are facing because we have a
shutdown of the government.

A good friend, the Speaker, is meet-
ing with the President as we speak. He
is entertaining the idea of a debt ceil-
ing increase to pay our bills, the full
faith and credit, to save us from a
mortgage collapse, to save us from our
interest rates on credit cards shooting
through the roof, to hopefully start
small business loans and young fami-
lies trying to get mortgages on their
homes or get a home. What a country if
that happens. But, Mr. Speaker, they
are suggesting that, in fact, we will not
open the government. How is that pos-
sible? How is that possible?

I see my good friend here, and I am
going to yield to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY DAVIS), who has
been a champion on childhood develop-
ment, on dealing with the special needs
child, on dealing with assisting in de-
velopmental issues of children, dealing
with rehabilitating families, giving a
second chance to some of our individ-
uals who have found a different path.
As I do that, I want to remind my col-
leagues that we are not too far away
from Veterans Day. And as of October
15, and this is probably happening
around America, veterans cemeteries
will reduce their staff and reduce their
burials. This is the friend that we talk
about over and over again. In fact, we
have heard a constant refrain: Why are
you giving me accolades and you are
cutting my veteran service centers?
You are not allowing homeless vet-
erans to be placed or get job training,
and here we are telling families that
there will be a slow process in burying
and honoring your loved one because of
the government shutdown.

Mr. Speaker, let us unlock these
doors and let the workers work. I have
heard from them personally. They
want to get back to work.

I now yield to DANNY DAVIS from I1li-
nois, who served on the Ways and
Means Committee, served on the Edu-
cation Committee, and we have co-
chaired a number of summits or semi-
nars and sessions, brain trusts on the
issue of childhood development.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Let
me first of all thank you for the leader-
ship you have provided and continue to
provide. Those of us who know you
well, we often joke and say we don’t
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know anybody that has got as much
energy as you have got. You are here
this minute. You are someplace else
the next minute. You were dealing
with a group of ladies in the hallway
the other day from Houston. They were
the wives of ministers. One happened
to have been a lady who had once lived
in the community where my office is
located in Chicago, and so I said, Hey,
you went out to Houston and found
yourself a minister who is a preacher
and you have got a husband and so it
must be a good place for people to go.

But I just want to join you in high-
lighting that we talk a great deal
about low-income people, and we talk a
great deal about the safety net; and it
seems to me that our colleagues have
decided to attack every safety net pro-
gram that there is, no matter what it
is. They believe that it is providing too
much and that government really
ought not be a government of service,
that government should be a govern-
ment of coordination and should just
be a government of rules and regula-
tions, but it should not provide any
help, any assistance to those individ-
uals who have fallen on hard times and
tough times.

I have always believed you could
measure the effectiveness of a govern-
ment by how well it treats its young
people, how well it treats its old peo-
ple, and how well it deals with the
needs of those who have difficulty car-
ing for themselves.

But I represent a very diverse dis-
trict, and so not only do I have all of
these individuals who have all of the
needs that we just mentioned, but I
also represent the futures industry—
the Board of Trade, the Mercantile Ex-
change, and the stock market. I was
sitting beside a trader on the airplane
last week, and he was moaning and
groaning and talking about how dev-
astating this shutdown is on the over-
all economy of our country. You know,
you think in terms of the individuals
who receive the benefits of a WIC pro-
gram; but, guess what, if those who
produce the food, if they can’t sell it, if
they can’t move it, if they can’t do
anything with it, what is going to hap-
pen, it sits in somebody’s warehouse
and rots. It sits in somebody’s ware-
house and spoils. And so this slows
down the economy. In order for the
economy to get a lift, to pick up, peo-
ple must be buying and selling, pro-
viding services, exchanging goods, ex-
changing ideas, moving money, moving
money around, otherwise the economy
goes flat. Nothing is happening.

So I don’t know how we think that
shutting down the government, and
Chicago is a big town and of course it
is a regional office town, and so there
are a lot of government workers. We
are the regional headquarters for Illi-
nois, Indiana, Ohio, Wisconsin, and
Minnesota. A lot of government work-
ers are there. Now, all of these individ-
uals are laid off. They are not able to
ride the CTA. That takes money out of
the transit system. Them not having to
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come downtown and park their cars,
that takes money out of the parking
garages, just like it is around here
now. It is practically dead. All of
things that people would normally be
doing, the people who work in the
cleaners, they can’t work because there
is nobody here to bring their clothes.
The restaurants are practically empty.
And so it seems to me that there is an
effort not to move the economy, but to
shut down the economy of our country.
It makes no sense at all. None whatso-
ever. And so we have actually seen a
shift now.

People are finally beginning to de-
cide that, hey, ObamaCare, as they like
to call it, but let me tell you, for me it
is the best thing that ever happened to
health care since the Indians discov-
ered corn flakes. It provides an oppor-
tunity for millions of people to get care
who never, ever had health insurance
during their lifetime. Never, ever. And
so now we see that that is going to
stay. I mean, there are so many people
signing up in Illinois, we can’t even
keep up with them. Our county govern-
ment has signed up more than 100,000
people in one county, in Cook County
alone. They started before we really
started because they got a waiver and
were able to do it.

I want to commend you again for the
leadership and for the dynamic way in
which you function, helping the Amer-
ican people know that we can’t stand
still, we can’t stop, we have to keep
moving and that struggle, struggle,
strife and pain, as Frederick Douglass
would say, are the prerequisites for
change. So if we want change, we have
to keep struggling, and that is exactly
what we are going to do.

O 1700

Ms. JACKSON LEE. What a signifi-
cant, enlightened presentation by Con-
gressman DAVIS, if I might summarize
his very broad and effective presen-
tation and the educating of our Mem-
bers.

He has spoken about the collateral
damage, and the collateral damage,
Mr. DAvVIS, is spreading like wildfire.
You added that it is parking garages, it
is the CTA or the MTA or the Metro. It
is the restaurants. It is the District of
Columbia that is collateral damage, a
city that has to keep its doors open,
but lo and behold, it is being impacted
by the shutdown. Again, workers are
shut out and shut down.

If I might ask the Speaker how much
time is remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 9 minutes remaining.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. DAVIS may
want to comment as I proceed on some
facts. I know that he has been a leader
on some of these issues of SNAP and
WIC.

Texas is just viewed as a well-to-do
State and we don’t need anything.
Again, the previous dialogue and de-
bate on the floor struck me that it
talked about the dependency crowd on
food stamps. I have already said that
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there are 46 million people living in
poverty, and growing. I did not say
they were nondeserving. I did not say
that they were deadbeats. I did not say
that they were making up their pov-
erty. I didn’t say they weren’t working.
I said there are 46 million people living
below the poverty line, and large num-
bers of them are children.

It bothers me for individuals to talk
about that we have got a dependency
crowd and we have got to have these
reforms, and what we are doing with
reforms and sequester is we are taking
food out of the mouths of children. We
can’t say it in any other way. So I just
want some of our friends to know that
even though there is a bemoaning
about getting the agriculture bill
passed—and I am out of Texas and have
always voted for the agriculture bill
because my district is surrounded by
ranchers and others who need the farm
bill. We have never separated on the
farm bill in the State of Texas. We
have had a lot of support. But when
you cut $40 billion out of food stamps
and you begin to talk about the dead-
beats, that gets to be a problem.

With regards to SNAP and WIC, 47.8
million people are on SNAP and 8.6
million are women, infants, and chil-
dren on WIC. Funding for these pro-
grams needs to be assured.

I have no problem with the docu-
mentation of everyone and ensuring
that the one or two that are violating
the requirements—nobody is arguing
for maintaining those individuals.
What we are saying is that there is col-
lateral damage. Farmers are being im-
pacted.

By the way, regarding Rural Develop-
ment and Farm Service agencies, 99
percent of those employees are fur-
loughed; and my good friend just got
through talking about the commod-
ities.

Let me just say these points. I am
going back to Texas again, which is
noted as a big and well-to-do State. In
actuality, in a couple of days, Mr.
DAVIS, we are standing to lose and have
an impact or cutback of $64.7 billion.
The government is shut down. $518 mil-
lion of that is on Federal highways.

We were just in a meeting with the
Texas Department of Transportation.
We have got 1,200 people a day moving
into Texas with $411 billion for inter-
state highways—shut down; $130 mil-
lion in home energy assistance for the
poor—shut down; $71 million in home-
land security grants and our ports—
shut down; our borders—shut down; $55
million in coordinated border infra-
structure. When I say the border is
shut down, what I mean is resources
that they need. And $97 million is
something very important that I have
worked with Senator LANDRIEU on,
Federal adoption assistance to help our
children.

I started by saying that we organized
to form a more perfect Union. I am
aghast that the wheels of justice have
come off. The Department of Justice is
in a complete dilemma. There are peo-
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ple keeping the lights on and doing
what is needed for the absolute neces-
sity of making sure the principles of
our Constitution are not destroyed, but
we have lost 950 lawyers who have
cases pending, 4,000 U.S. attorneys.

We are seeing immigration review
cases where people are fighting to keep
their loved ones who legitimately
should be here and 950 are gone; in the
environmental division, 350 lawyers;
the tax division, 200. People are expect-
ing their refund so they can pay their
bills. The U.S. Marshals, what a dis-
grace, 500 are gone. Why? Because the
government is shut down.

Before I close, if the gentleman
wants to offer a word on this, where are
we in this shutdown?

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Let
me say one thing about the farm bill,
because I am very sympathetic and em-
pathetic with farmers.

I grew up on a farm, so I know a lit-
tle bit about farming and how valuable.
Of course, Illinois is a great farm
State. But I am not in favor of all of
these great big subsidies that we give
to some people, like sugar growers that
help to keep the price of sugar so high
until the candy makers and the cookie
makers and ice cream processors and
all these people have serious difficulty
making or producing the products that
they sell.

There is a lot of give-and-take in
these decisions that we make, and
there ought to be enough give-and-take
to know that it can’t just be my way or
the highway. It can’t just be my
thoughts and ideas. It is time to really
put behind us all of the difficulty that
we have had. I am hoping that the next
time I go home that I can tell the peo-
ple in my district, Yes, we have
reached an agreement. The government
is going to reopen. We are going to
function, and America is going to move
like we know it can, like we know it
will. That is going to be the legacy of
this shutdown, that we are going to cut
it off and reopen.

I thank you for the opportunity.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. I thank you so
very much.

Let me just say that I am on the
sugar farm side of the issue, but we are
on the same side of the coin on opening
the government. And I want to thank
Congressman DAVIS.

I also want to make mention of my
fellow Texas Democratic colleagues
who stood together at 1 p.m. today, all
of them calling for a bipartisan solu-
tion, actually calling upon our good
friends, our Senators in the other body
out of the State of Texas to come and
stand with us and follow in the tradi-
tion of the Catholic Charities mission
of helping our brothers and sisters, the
most vulnerable, of the words of ‘‘just
live by faith,” of the words that ‘‘this
government is an umbrella on a rainy
day,” cancer victims, children who
need Head Start seats, the justice sys-
tem of America, the interstate high-
way of America, sick patients in hos-
pital beds needing disability checks,
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veterans who need service centers and
need the resources of hospitals, all of
these and beyond; teachers who are liv-
ing under the pressure of a sequester
that cuts off the money for their im-
poverished students and the services
for special needs children, all tied into
the sequester, all at a standstill be-
cause of the shutdown.

What is our plea today? Our plea
today is to recognize that we can’t live
in this world alone, and that it is im-
perative that we unshackle ourselves. 1
have even gotten a Koch brothers let-
ter that was sent to the Senators. The
Koch brothers, the Koch Industry, said,
Don’t blame us. We never tied
defunding ObamaCare to the funding of
the government. I consider that a get-
out-of-jail card. I hope all the Senators
are getting it. I hope all the Members
of Congress here are getting it. It
means that you can vote on a clean bill
and lift the debt ceiling for a period of
time that allows America to pay her
bills, young couples to get mortgages,
young families to get loans. That is
what we should be doing, and I will
take in the words of my good friend,
We want a way forward in a bipartisan
manner.

But what I would offer to say to you,
that America, the greatest country in
the world, has a Constitution that has
said we are organized for a more per-
fect Union, and, in fact, we have that
perfect Union if we can open this gov-
ernment. We all are created equal with
certain inalienable rights of life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Mr. Speaker, I am thankful for the
opportunity to speak. I believe that to-
morrow we may have something on the
floor that opens the government. Vote.
Put it on the floor, a clean bill, so that
we can vote and open the government
and that we have a method for lifting
the debt ceiling.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
7 1859
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 6 o’clock and 59
minutes p.m.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of attending a funeral.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock p.m.), the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 11, 2013, at 9 a.m.

————————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3271. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s ‘“Major’ final rule — Regulatory Cap-
ital Rules: Regulatory Capital, Implementa-
tion of Basel III, Capital Adequacy, Transi-
tion Provisions, Prompt Corrective Action,
Standardized Approach for Risk-Weighted
Assets, Market Discipline and Disclosure Re-
quirements, Advanced Approaches Risk-
Based Capital Rule, and Market Risk Capital
Rule (RIN: 3064-AD95) received October 7,
2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

3272. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s “Major” final rule — Affirmative
Action and Nondiscrimination Obligations of
Contractors and Subcontractors Regarding
Special Disabled Veterans, Veterans of the
Vietnam Era, Disabled Veterans, Recently
Separated Veterans, Active Duty Wartime or
Campaign Badge Veterans, and Armed
Forces Service Medal Veterans (RIN: 1250-
AA00) received September 30, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3273. A letter from the Deputy Director,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s ‘“Major” final rule — Affirmative
Action and Nondiscrimination Obligations of
Contractors and Subcontractors Regarding
Individuals With Disabilities (RIN: 1250-
AA02) received September 30, 2013, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3274. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Bombardier, Inc. Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0216; Direc-
torate Identifier 2012-NM-206-AD; Amend-
ment 39-17521; AD 2013-15-05] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received September 9, 2013, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

3275. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Mahmomen,
NM [Docket No.: FAA-2012-1283; Airspace
Docket No.: 12-AGL-15] received September
9, 2013, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

3276. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class D and E Airspace, and
Establishment of Class E Airspace; Oceana
NAS, VA [Docket No.: FAA-2013-0038; Air-
space Docket No.: 13-AEA-2] received Sep-
tember 9, 2013, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana:

H.R. 3282. A bill to amend the Robert T.

Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
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sistance Act to reauthorize the predisaster
hazard mitigation program; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 3283. A bill to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary
of Homeland Security to modernize and im-
plement the national integrated public alert
and warning system to disseminate home-
land security information and other informa-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. LEVIN:

H.R. 3284. A bill to ensure the complete and
timely payment of the obligations of the
United States Government until December
31, 2014; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself,
MCKINLEY, and Mr. RAHALL):

H.J. Res. 93. A joint resolution making
continuing appropriations for the Mine Safe-
ty and Health Administration for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. HONDA, Ms.
BROWN of Florida, Mr. GENE GREEN of
Texas, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Mr. O’ROURKE, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr.
ENYART, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. LEE of
California, Ms. BAss, and Mr. CART-
WRIGHT):

H. Res. 375. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
Congress should refrain from conditioning
the resolution of fiscal and budgetary dis-
putes on the taking of action relating to
non-germane legislative matters; to the
Committee on the Budget.

By Mr. HONDA:

H. Res. 376. A resolution providing for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 233) to amend
chapter 31 of title 31, United States Code, to
provide for an orderly process by which the
debt ceiling is increased; to the Committee
on Rules.

By Ms. NORTON:

H. Res. 377. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the Justices of the United States Supreme
Court should make themselves subject to the
existing and operative ethics guidelines set
out in the Code of Conduct for United States
Judges, most of which are already legally
binding on them; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Mr.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

138. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Senate of the State of Texas, relative
to Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 27 urg-
ing the Congress to reauthorize section 5056
of the Water Resources Development Act of
2007; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

139. Also, a memorial of the Senate of the
State of Texas, relative to Senate Concur-
rent Resolution No. 17 urging the Congress
to restore the presumption of a service con-
nection for Agent Orange exposure to United
States Navy and United States Air Force
veterans; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

140. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of
the Territory of Virgin Islands, relative to
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Resolution No. 1794 urging the Congress to
adopt H.R. 92; jointly to the Committees on
Agriculture, Energy and Commerce, Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, Financial
Services, and Education and the Workforce.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. CARSON of Indiana:

H.R. 3282.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of Article I of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 3283.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1: The Congress
shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Imposts, and Excises, to pay the
Debts and provide for the common Defense
and general Welfare of the United States; but
all Duties, Imposts, and Excises shall be uni-
form throughout the United States.

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the forgoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. LEVIN:

H.R. 3284.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 4 of the 14th Amendment of the
United States Constitution

By Mrs. CAPITO:

H.J. Res. 93.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 9, Clause 7: No Money
shall be drawn from the Treasury but in Con-
sequence of Appropriations made by Law;
and a regular Statement and Account of the
Receipts and Expenditures of all public
Money shall be published from time to time.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 15: Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 292: Mr. GUTIERREZ.

H.R. 411: Mr. LIPINSKI.

H.R. 494: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 541: Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 649: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 669: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 676: Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia.
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H.R. 713: Mrs. ELLMERS.

H.R. 855: Mr. TIERNEY.

H.R. 962: Mr. SENSENBRENNER.

H.R. 1010: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 1014: Ms. McCOLLUM.

H.R. 1094: Mr. CLAY and Mr. ScOoTT of Vir-
ginia.

H.R. 1179: Ms. SINEMA.

H.R. 1199: Mr. HECK of Washington.

H.R. 1201: Mr. WITTMAN and Mrs. BUSTOS.

H.R. 1318: Mr. HOLT and Mr. PASCRELL.

H.R. 1334: Mrs. NEGRETE MCLEOD.

H.R. 1354: Mr. REICHERT and Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1463: Mrs. BEATTY.

H.R. 1502: Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 1518: Mr. BACHUS, Mr. ROYCE, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Ms. HANABUSA,
Mr. MEEHAN, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania,
Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. GRIFFITH of
Virginia, Mr. REICHERT, and Mrs. CAPITO.

H.R. 1528: Mr. GARAMENDI and Mrs. MCMOR-
RIS RODGERS.

H.R. 1666: Mr. BRALEY of Iowa and Mr.
MEEKS.

H.R. 1692: Mr. FARR.

H.R. 1708: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 1732: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 1755: Mr. THOMPSON of California and
Mr. GARAMENDI.

H.R. 1770: Mr. CRAMER, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. LATHAM, and Ms. BORDALLO.

H.R. 1801: Mr. CONYERS.

H.R. 1803: Ms. JACKSON LEE.

H.R. 1814: Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
and Mrs. BACHMANN.

H.R. 1875: Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia.

H.R. 1921: Mrs. DAVIS of California.

H.R. 2001: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.

H.R. 2027: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona.

H.R. 2037: Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. HONDA,
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, and Ms. SLAUGHTER.

H.R. 2101: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. ISRAEL.

H.R. 2134: Mrs. DAVIS of California.

H.R. 2178: Ms. ESHOO, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr.
LOEBSACK, Ms. SCHWARTZ, and Mr. GERLACH.

H.R. 2179: Mr. CICILLINE.

H.R. 2187: Mr. RYAN of Ohio.

H.R. 2199: Mr. DEUTCH and Mr. TIERNEY.

H.R. 2203: Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. GRIMM, Mr.
BOUSTANY, Mr. REICHERT, Ms. JENKINS, Mr.
SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr.
PAULSEN, Mr. CAMP, Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkan-
sas, Mr. YOUNG of Indiana, Mr. NEAL, Mr.
KIND, and Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York.

H.R. 2247: Mr. RADEL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
DUNCAN of South Carolina, Mr. COBLE, and
Mr. FLEISCHMANN.

H.R. 2302: Mr. YODER.

H.R. 2315: Mr. MARCHANT.

H.R. 2328: Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia.

H.R. 2409: Mr. FARENTHOLD.

H.R. 2415: Mr. MAFFEI and Mr. MICHAUD.

H.R. 2426: Ms. SPEIER.

H.R. 2429: Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. CHAFFETZ,
Mr. NUGENT, and Mr. DUNCAN of South Caro-
lina.

H.R. 2536: Ms. ESTY.

H.R. 25641: Mrs. ELLMERS.

H.R. 2692: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 2697: Mr. DELANEY, Mr. HASTINGS of
Florida, and Mr. MORAN.
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H.R. 2734: Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. LOWENTHAL,
and Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 2791: Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana and Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 2807: Mrs. DAVIS of California and Mr.
REED.

H.R. 2818: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. DOGGETT,
Ms. LEE of California, and Mr. NEAL.

H.R. 2839: Mr. YARMUTH and
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 2876: Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. STOCKMAN,
Mr. STUTZMAN, and Mr. PITTENGER.

H.R. 2880: Mr. POLIS.

H.R. 2893: Ms. NORTON and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 2925: Mr. RANGEL.

H.R. 2956: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida and Mr.
MCGOVERN.

H.R. 3024:

H.R. 3103:

H.R. 3108: Mr. VELA.

H.R. 3111: Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. BRIDENSTINE,
Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COTTON, Mr. DUNCAN of
Tennessee, Mr. GIBBS, Mr. MEADOWS, Mr.
SCHOCK, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr. BUCSHON, Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. SOUTHERLAND, Mr.
RENAcCCI, Mr. HULTGREN, Mr. JOYCE, Mr.
WALBERG, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mr. SMITH of Mis-
souri, Mr. GERLACH, and Mr. MASSIE.

H.R. 3121: Mr. GOODLATTE and Mr. GOWDY.

H.R. 3168: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia.

H.R. 3179: Mr. SMITH of Texas and Mr.
OLSON.

H.R. 3205: Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 3236: Mr. MATHESON.

H.R. 3279: Mr. MULVANEY, Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND, Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
PERRY, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. SMITH of
Missouri, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. FLORES, Mr.
PoMPEO, Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr.
STOCKMAN, Mr. YOHO, and Mr. HUDSON.

H.J. Res. 12: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H. Con. Res. 59: Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. STEWART, Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr.
GRIFFITH of Virginia, Mr. SHIMKUS, and Mr.
ROKITA.

H. Res. 135: Mr. HOLT.

H. Res. 208: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H. Res. 239: Mr. WALZ, Ms. McCOLLUM, Mr.
ELLISON, Mr. NOLAN, Ms. HAHN, and Mr.
PAYNE.

H. Res. 281: Mr. MCINTYRE, Mr. PRICE of
North Carolina, Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana, and
Mr. CONYERS.

H. Res. 360: Mr. FINCHER.

H. Res. 365: Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mrs. CAPPS,
Mr. SABLAN, Mr. COHEN, and Mr. ENYART.

Ms.

Mr.
Mr.

HORSFORD.
WITTMAN.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

53. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
the Autonomous Municipality of Catano,
Puerto Rico, relative to Internal Resolution
No. 1 requesting the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Oscar Lopez Rivera from
prison; which was referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.
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